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ME M KS 


RELATING. TO: 


That Change which happened in the Quxkx's 


MinisTry in the Year 1710. 


Written in Ocroxxx, upccxiv. 


AV IN 8 . for near the ſpace 


of four years, in a good degree of confidence 


| ieh the miniſtry then in being although not with 


S 


ſo much power as was believed, or at leaſt given 


out by my friends as well as by my enemies, eſpe- 


cially the latter, in both houſes of parliament : 
And this having happened during a very buſy period 


of negotiations abroad, and management or intrigue 


at home, I thought it might probably, ſome years 
hence, when the preſent ſcene ſhall have given place 
to many new ones that will arife, be an entertain- 
ment to thoſe who will have any perſonal regard 


for me or my memory, to ſet down ſome particu- 
larities which fell under my knowledge and obſer- 


vation, while I was ſuppoſed, whether truly or no, to 
have part in the ſecret of affairs. 


One circumſtance I am a little ſorry for: that 
I was too negligent (againſt what I had always re- 
ſolved, and blamed others for not doing) in taking 
nints or journals of every thing material as it paſ- 


| led, whereof I omitted many that I cannot now re- 
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2 MEMOTRS relating to the Change 


collect, although I was convinced, by a thouſand 


_ inſtances, of the weakneſs of my memory. But, 
to ſay the truth, the nearer knowledge any man 
has in the affairs at court, the leſs he thinks them of 


conſequence, or worth regarding. And thoſe kind 


of paſſages, which I have with curioſity found or 
| ſearched for in memoirs, I wholly neglected when 
they were freely communicated to me from the firſt 
hand, or were ſuch wherein I ated myſelf. This 
I take to be one among other reaſons why great mi- 
niſters ſeldom give themſelves the trouble of record- 


ing the important parts of that adminiſtration, 
where they themſelves are at the head. They have 
extinguiſhed all that vanity, which uſually poſſeſſes 
men during their firſt acquaintance at courts ; and, 
like the maſters of a puppet-ſhow, they deſpiſe 
thoſe motions which fill common ſpectators with 


wonder and delight. 


However, upon frequently e the 


courſe of affairs during the time I was either truſt- 


ed or employed, Iam deceived, if in hiftory there 


can be found any period more full of paſſages, 
which the curious of another age would be glad to | 


know the ſecret ſprings of; or from whence more 


_ uſeful inſttuctions may be gathered for directing tze 


conduct of thoſe, who ſhall hereafter have the good | 


or ill fortune to he engaged | in buſineſs of the * 
fate. 


It may probably enough happen, that thoſe who 1 


8 mal at any time hereafter peruſe theſe papers, 
may think it not ſuitable to the nature of them, 


th at, 
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that, upon occaſion, I ſometimes make mention of 
myſelf ; who, during theſe tranſactions, and ever 


ſince, was a perſon without titles or public employ- 
ment. 


But, ſince the chief leaders of the faction 
then out of power were pleaſed, in both houſes of 
parliament, to take every opportunity of ſhewing 


their malice, by mentioning me (and often by name) 
as one who was in the Kea of all affairs, and with- 


out whoſe adviceor privity nothing was done, or 


F employment diſpoſed of, it will not, perhaps, be 
| Improper to take notice of ſome paſſages, wherein 
the publick and myſelf were jointly concerned; not 


to mention that the chief cauſe of giving myſelf 
this trouble, is to ſatisfy my particular friends; and, 


at worſt, if, after the fate of manuſcripts, theſe pa- 


pers ſhall, by accident or indiſcretion, fall into 


the public view, they will be no more liable to cen- 


ſure than other memoirs, publiſhed for many years 


paſt, in Engliſh, french, and Italian. The period of time 
I deſign to treat on, will commence with September 
1710, from which time, till within two months 


of the queen's death, I was never abſent from courts 


except about ſix weeks | in Ireland. 


But, becauſe the great change of employments 
in her majeſty's family, as well as in the kingdom, 


Was begun ſome months before, and had been 
thought on from the time of Dr. Sacheverel's trial, 


while J was abſent, and lived retired ! in Ireland; 1 
ſhall endeavour to recollect, as well as I am able, : 
ſome particulars I learned from the earl of Oxford, 


the lord Viſcount W the lady Mai FO 


i 
i 
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and doctor Atterbur y, who were beſt able to in- 


| form me. 


I have often with great earneſtneſs preffed the earl 
of Oxford,. then lord treaſurer, and my lady Majh- 
am, who were the ſole perſons which brought about 
that great change, to give me a particular account 


of every circumſtance and paſſage during that whole 


tranſaction. Nor did this requeſt proceed from cu- 


rioſity, or the ambition of knowing and publiſhing 
important ſecrets ; but from a ſincere honeſt deſign 


of juſtifying the queen, in the meaſures ſhe then 


took and after purſued, againſt a load of ſcandal, 
which would certainly be thrown on her memory, 
with ſome appearance of truth. It was eaſy to fore- 
ſee, even at that diſtance, that the queen could not 
live many years; and it was ſufficiently known, 
what party was moſt in the good graces of the ſuc- 


ceſſor; and, conſequently, what turns would be 
given by hiſtorians to her majeſty's proceedings, 


under a reign, Where direct contrary meaſures would 
probably be taken. For inſtance, what would be 
more eaſy to a malicious pen than to charge the 
queen with inconſtancy, weakneſs, and ingratitude, | 
in removing and diſgracing the duke of Marlbo- 


rough, who had fo many years commanded her ar- 


mies with victory and ſucceſs ; ; in diſplacing ſo many 
great officers of her court and kingdom, by whoſe 
counſels ſhe had in all SPPRACANCY.. ſo proſperouſly 
governed; in extending the marks of her ſeverity 
and diſpleaſure towards the wife and daughters, as 
well as relations and allies, of that perſon ſhe had 
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or procraſtination, which influenced every action 
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| fo long employed and ſo highly truſted; and all 


this by the private intrigues of a woman of her bed- 


chamber, in concert with an artful man, who might 
be ſuppoſed to have acted that bold part only from 


a motive of revenge upon the loſs of his employments, 

or of ambition to come again into power? 
Theſe were ſome of the arguments I often made 

uſe of with great freedom, both to the earl of Ox- 


ford and my lady Maſbam, to incite them to furniſh - 


me with materials for a fair account of that great 
tranſaction, to which they always ſeemed as well 
diſpoſed as myſelf.' My lady Maſbam did likewiſe 
aſſure me, that ſhe had frequently informed the 
queen of my requeſt, which her majeſty thought 
very reaſonable, and did appear upon all occaſions 
as deſirous of preſerving reputation with poſterity, 
as might juſtly become a great prince to be. 

But that incurable diſeaſe, either of negligence 


both of the queen and the earl of Oxford, did in 


Fe ſome ſort infect every one who had credit or buſi- 8 


neſs in court: For, after ſoliciting near four years, 


to obtain a point of ſo great importance to the queen 


and her ſervants, from whence I could propoſe no- 


thing but trouble, malice, and envy to myſelf, *. 


Was perpetually put off. 


The ſcheme J offered was to write b her majeſty⸗ "RE 


: reign ; and, that this work might not look officious 
or affected, I was ready to accept the hiſtoriogra- 
pher 8 place, although of inconſiderable value, and of 
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which ache be ſure to be deprived _ the 


queen's death. 


This negligence in the queen, the earl of Oxford, ; 


and my lady Maſbam, is the cauſe that I can give 
but an imperfect account of the firſt ſprings of that 
great change at court, after the trial of doctor Sache= 


verel, my memory not ſerving me to retain all the 


facts related to me; but what 1 remember I ſhall 


here ſet down. 
There was not, perhaps, in all Tapes a per- 


| fon who underſtood more artificially to diſguiſe her 
paſſions than the late queen. Upon her firſt coming 
to the throne, the ducheſs of Marlborough had loſt 
all favour with her, as her majeſty hath often ac- 
| knowledged to thoſe who have told it me. That 


Jady had long preſerved an aſcendant over her miſ- 


treſs while ſhe was princeſs, which her majeſty, 
| when ſhe came to the crown, had neither patience _ 
to bear, nor ſpirit to ſubdue. This princeſs 
was ſo exact an obſerver of forms, that ſhe ſeem- 
ed to have made it her ſtudy, and would often de- 
ſcend ſo low, as to obſerve, in her domeſticks of 
either ſex, who came in her preſence, whether a 
ruffle, a perriwig, or the lining of a coat, were un- 
ſuitable at certain times. The ducheſs, on the 
other fide, who had been uſed to great familiarities, 
could not take it into her head, that any change 


of ſtation ſhould put her upon changing her beha- 


viour, the continuance of which was the more of- 
fenſive to her majeſty, whoſe other ſervants, ES | 


| the greateſt quality, did then treat her with the ut- 1 
moſt reſpect. ney The 
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The earl of Godelphin held in favour about three 


years longer, and then declined, although he kept 
his office till the general change. I have heard ſe- 


veral reaſons given for her majeſty s early diſguſt 
againſt that lord. The duchels, who had long 
been his friend, often prevailed on him to ſolicie | 
the queen upon things very unacceptable to her, 


which her majeſty liked the worſe, as knowing from 


whence they originally came; and his lordſhip, 


although he endeavoured to be as reſpectful as his 


nature would permit him, was, upon all opens, 


much too arbitrary and obtruding. 
To the duke of Marlborough ſhe was wholly in- 


different (as her nature in general prompted her to 
be), until his reſtleſs, ORE TORE had turn- 
ed her againſt him. 


The queen had not a ſtock of amity to ſerve 


above one object at a time; and, further than a bare 
good or ill opinion, which ſhe ſoon contracted and 


changed, and, very often, upon light grounds, 


me could hardly be ſaid either to love or to hate any 
body. She grew ſo jealous upon the change of her 
ſervants, that often, out of fear of being impoſed 
upon, by an over caution ſhe would impoſe upon 


herſelf ; ſhe took a delight in refuſing thoſe who 


were thought to have greateſt power with her, 


even in the moſt reaſonable things, and ſuch as 


were neceſſary for her ſervice 3 nor would let them 
de done till ſhe fell into the humour of it herſelf. 


Upon, the grounds I have already related, her 


1 majeſty had gradually conceived a moſt — aver- 
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ſion from the duke and ducheſs of Marlborough, 
and the earl of Godolphin; which ſpread, in time, 
through all their allies and relations, particularly 
to the earl of Hertford, whoſe ungovernable temper 


had made him fail in his perſonal reſpects to her 
majeſty, 


This I take to have been the principal == of 
the queen's reſolutions to make a change of ſome 
officers both in her family and kingdom; and that 
theſe reſolutions did not proceed from any real ap- 


85 prehenſion ſhe had of danger to the church or mo- 
narchy. For, although ſhe had been ſtrictly edu- 
cated in the former, and very much approved its 
doctrine and diſcipline, yet ſhe was not ſo ready to 
foreſee any attempts againſt it by the party then pre- 
| ſiding. But the fears that moſt influenced her were 
ſuch as concerned her own power and prerogative, 


which thoſe ncareſt about her were making daily 


_encroachments upon, by their undutiful behaviour 
and unreaſonable demands. 


The deportment of the qucheſs af. Mas Borough, ö 


while the prince lay expiring, was of ſuch a nature 


that the queen, then in the heights of grief, was 
not able to bear it; but, with marks of diſplea- 


ſure in her countenance, ſhe ordered the ducheſs to 


withdraw, and ſend Mrs. Maſban to her. 
I forgot to relate an affair that happened, as I re- 


member, about a twelvemonth before prince ; 
Georges death. This prince had long conceived an 


incurable averſion from that party, and was reſolved 


0 70 uſe his utmoſt credit with the qucen, his wife, 


To 
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to get rid of them. There fell out an incident, which 


ſeemed to favour this attempt; for the queen, re- 
ſolving to beſtow a regiment upon Mr. Hill, bro- 


ther to Mrs. Maſbam, ſigniſied her pleaſure to the 


duke of Marlborough ; who, in a manner not very 
dutiful, refuſed his conſent, and retired in anger to 


the country. After ſome heats, the regiment was 
given to a third perſon. But the queen reſented 


this matter ſo highly, which ſne thought had been 
promoted by the earl of Godolphin, that ſhe reſol- 


ved immediately to remove the latter. I was told, 
and it was then generally reported, that Mr. 8. 


John carried a letter from her majeſty to the duke 
of Marlborough, ſignifying her re{olutions to take 
the ſtaff from the earl of Godelphin, and that ſhe ex- 
pected his grace's compliance; to which the duke 


returned a very humble anſwer. I cannot engage 
for this paſſage, it having never come into my head 
to aſk Mr, St. John about it: But the account 


Mr. Harley and he gave me was, That the duke 


of Marlborough and the earl of Godolphin had con- 
certed with them upon a moderating ſcheme, 


wherein ſome of both parties ſhould be employed, | 
but with a more favourable aſpect towards the 


church: That a meeting was appointed for com- 
pleating this work: That, in the mean time, the 
duke and ducheſs of Marlborough, and the earl of 


Godolpbin, were ſecretly uſing their utmoſt efforts 
with the queen to turn Mr. Harley (who was then 5 


ſeerctary of Bate). and all his friends out of their em- 


* 4 
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ployments : : That the queen, on the other fide, 
who had a great opinion of Mr. Harley's integrity 
and abilities, would not conſent, and was deter- 
mined to remove the earl of Godolphin. This was 
not above a month before the ſeaſon of the year 
when the duke of Marlborough was to embark for 
Flanders ; and, the very night in which Mr. Har- 
ley and his friends had appointed to meet his grace 

and the earl of Godolpbin, George Churchill, the 

duke's brother, who was in good credit with the 
prince, told his highneſs, that the duke was firmly 4 

determined to lay down his command, if the earl of N 
Godolphin went out, or Mr. Harley and his friends 
ſuffered to continue in. The prince, thus intimi- 
dated by Churchill, reported the matter to the queen; 

and, the time and ſervice preſſing, her majeſty was 
unwillingly forced to yield. The two great lords 

failed the appointment; and, the next morning, 
the duke at his levee ſaid 554 in a careleſs man- 
ner, to thoſe who ſtood round him, That Mr. 
Harley was turned out. 

Upon the prince's death, November 1708, the 
two great lords ſo often mentioned, who had been 
for ſome years united with the low church party, 
and had long engaged to take them into power, 


were now in a capacity to make good their pro- 


a | miſes, which his highneſs had ever moſt ſtrenuouſſy 


| oppoted... The lord Sommers was made preſident —_ 


of the council, the earl of Harton lieutenant of 
Ireland, and ſome others of the ſame ſtamp were 


put into conſiderable poſts. ——— — 
4 5 | | It | 
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It ſhould ſeem to me, that the duke and earl were 


not very willingly drawn to impart fo much power 


to thoſe of that party, who expected theſe removy-_ 
als for ſome years before, and were always put off 
upon pretence of the prince's unwillingneſs to have 


them employed. And I remember, ſome months 
before his highneſs's death, my lord Sommers, who 
1s a perſon of reſerve enough, complained to me 


with great freedom of the ingratitude of the duke 
and earl, who, after the ſervice he and his friends 


. had Jas them in making the Union, would hardly 
treat them with common civility, Neither ſhall I 


ever forget, that he readily owned to me, that the 
Union was of no other ſervice to the nation, than 


by giving a remedy to that evil, which my lord G- 

Auolphin had brought upon us, by perſuading the 
queen to paſs the Scotch act of ſecurity. But, to. 
return from this digreſſion. 


Upon the admiſſion of theſe men into 3 
ments, the court ſoon ran into extremity of low» 


church meaſures; and although, in the houſe of 
commons, Mr, Harley, Sir Simon Harcourt, Mr. 


St. John, and ſome others, made great and bold 
ſtands in defence of the conſtitution, yet they were i 
always borne down by a majority. 

It was, I think, during this period of time, that 


i the duke of Marlborough, whether by a motive of = 
ambition, or a love of money, or by the raſh coun- 
ſels of his wife the ducheſs, made that bold at- 


tempt of deliring bt the A to give e him! a - commiſh- 
: : _— 
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on to be general for life. Her majeſty's anſwer was, 
That ſhe would take time to conſider of it; and, 
in the mean- while, the duke adviſed with the lord 


Coꝛoper, then chancellor, about the form in which 


the commiſſion ſhould be drawn. The chancellor, 


very much to his honour, endeavoured to diſſuade 


the duke from engaging in ſo dangerous an affair; 
and proteſted he would never put the | ns ſeal to 
ſuch a commiſſion. 


But the queen Was highly armed} at this extra- 


me proceeding in the duke, and talked to a 
_ perſon whom ſhe had then taken into confidence, 


as if ſhe apprehended an attempt upon the crown. 


The duke of Argyle, and one or two more lords, 
were (as I have been told) in a very private manner 
” brought to the queen. This duke was under | 
great obligations to the duke of Marlborough, who 4 
had placed him in Aa high ſtation in the ar my, pre- 
ferred many of his friends, and procured him the . . | 


garter. But his unquiet and ambitious ſpirit, 


never eaſy while there was any one above him, 
made him, upon ſome trifling reſentments, con- 


ceive an inveterate hatred againſt his general. 


When he was conſulted what Sour ſhould be ta- 


ken upon the duke of Marlborough's requeſt to be 


general for life; and whether any danger might be 
acprvticndes from the refuſal ; I was told, he ſud- 


denly anſwered, That her majeſty need not be in 


: pain; 3 for he would undertake, whenever ſhe com- 


-mandeds 
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_ louſy of him; 


ſecretary's 
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manded, to ſeize the duke at the head of his troops, 
and bring him away either dead or alive. 


About this time happened the famous trial of 


Dr. Sacheverel, which aroſe from a fooliſh paſſion- 


ate pique of the earl of Godolphin, whom this di- 


vine was ſuppoſed, in a ſermon, to have reflected 
on under the name of Volpene, as my lord Sommers, 
a few months after, confeſſed to me; and, at the 
| fame time that he had earneſtly and in vain endea- 
voured to diſſuade the earl from that attempt. 
However, the impeachment went on in the form 


and manner which every body knows, and there- 


fore there need not be any thing ſaid of it here. 


Mr. Harley, who came up to town during the 
time of the impeachment, was, by the intervention 


of Mrs. Maſpam, privately brought to the queen, 
and, in ſome meetings, eaſily convinced her majeſty 


of the diſpoſitions of her people, 2s they appeared 


in the courſe of that trial in favour of the church, 
and againſt the meaſures of thoſe in her erbe, ie 

was not without a good deal of Fdiftet ulty, that Mr. 
Harley was able to procure this private acceſs to 


the queen; the ducheſs of Marltarough by her 


_ emiſfaries, watching all the avenues to the back- 


ſtairs, and upon all een diſcos 
whereof he told me a mes: no 
than 48 it 


ng their Jear 


otherwiſe worth relating, 


idea of an inſolent, jealous miniſter, who would 


3 engroſs the power and favour of his ſove- 
office, by the intrigues of the duke of 


Mar- 


gives an 


Mr. Harley, upon his removal from the 
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Marlborough and carl of Godolphin, as I have above 


related, going out of town, was met by the latter 
of theſe two lords near Kenſington-gate, The earl, 
in a high fit of jealouſy, goes immediately to the 
queen, reproaches her for privately ſceing Mr. 
Harley, and was hardly ſo civil as to be convinced 


with her 8 frequent 3 to the 
contrary. 


Theſe ſuſpicions, x: ſay, made it * for her 


majeſty and Mr. Harley to have private interviews; 
nceither had he made uſe of the opportunities he 
met with to open himſelf ſo much to her, as ſhe | 
| ſeemed to expect, and defired ; although Mrs. 
Maſpani, in right of her ſtation in the bed-cham- 
ber, had taken all proper occaſions of purſuing what 
Mr. Harley had begun. In this critical jun&ture, 
the queen, hemmed in, and as it were impriſoned, 
by the ducheſs of Marlborough and her creatures, 
vas at a loſs how to proceed. One evening a let- 


ter was brought to Mr, Harley, all dirty, and by 
the hand of a very ordinary meſſenger ; he read 


os ſuperſcription, and ſaw it was the. queen's writ- 


; he ſent for the meſſenger, who ſaid, he 
Ms not whence the letter came, but that it was 


delivered him by an under-gardener, 1 forget whe- 


ther of Hampton-Court or Kenſington, The letter 


mentioned the difficulties her majeſty was under, 

blaming him for not ſpeaking wich more freedom, vs 
and more par rticularly ; ; and defiring his aſſiſtance. 

With this encouragement he went more frequent- 
Ayr although- fall as private as re e, to the back- 
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their duty and loyalty, whether they were ſuch as 
were called of the High- church or lotu- church. In 
. ſhort, whatever views he had then in his own breaſt, 
or how far ſoever he intended to proceed, the 
turn of his whole diſcourſe was intended, in ap- 

| pearance, only to put the queen upon what they 
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dit with the queen. 
| gers to her crown, as well as to the church and mo- 
narchy itſelf, from the counſels and actions of 
' ſome of her ſervants : That ſhe ought gradually to 
leſſen the exorbitant power of the duke and duch- 

eſs of Marlborough, and the earl of Godolphin, by 
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air; and from that time began to have entire cre- 
He then told her of the dan- 


taking the diſpoſition of employments into her own 


hands: 
a party; 


That it did not become her to be a ſlave to 
but to reward thoſe who may deſerve by 


called a moderating ſcheme ; which however made 


res, fo ſtrong an impreſſion upon her, that when this 


miniſter, led by the neceſlity of affairs, the gene- 


1 diſpoſition of the people, and probably by his 


own inclinations, put her majeſty upon going great- 


| er lengths than ſhe had firſt intended, it put him 
upon innumerable difficulties, and ſome inſupera- 
ble; as we ſhall fee in the progreſs 


of this 
change. | 
Her majeſty, purſuant to Mr. Harley's advice, 

reſolved to diſpoſe of the firſt great employment 


that fell, according to her own pleaſure, without 
conſulting any of her miniſters. To put this in 


execution, an opportunity ſoon happened by the 
death of the earl of Eſex, whereby the lieutenan- 
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cy of the Tower became vacant, It was agreed 


between the queen and Mr. Harley, that the earl 
Rivers ſhould T0 immediately to the duke of Marl- 


borough, and deſire bis grace's good offices with the 


queen, to procure him that poſt. The earl went 


accordingly, was received with abundance of pro- 
feſſions of kindneſs by the duke, who ſaid the lieute- 


nancy of the Tower was not worth his lordſhip's 


acceptance, and defired him to think of ſomething 
elſe. The earl ſtill inſiſted, and the duke ſtill 


continued to put him off; at length, lord Rivers de- 
fired his grace's conſent to let him go himſelf and 
beg this e of the queen, and pepes he might 


tell her majeity, his grace had no objection to hi, 
All this the duke readily ag reed to, as 2 matter of 
no conſequence. The earl went to the queen, 


who immediately gave orders for his commiſſion. 
He had not long leſt the queen's preſence, when 
the duke of . ſulpecting nothing that 
would happen, went to the queen, and told her, 
the lieutenancy of the Tower falling void by the 
death of the carl of Eſſex, he hoped. her majeſty 


would beſtow i it upon the duke of Northumberland, 


and give the Oc Hard. regiment, then commanded by 
that Juke: to the earl of Heriford. The queen 
faid, he was come too late; that ſhe had already | 
granted the licutenancy to earl Rivers, who had 
told her that he [the duke] had no objection to 
„ him. The duke, much ſurprized at this new 
manner of treatment, and making complaints in 
her majeſty 8 profencey was however forced to ſub- 
mit. . The 
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The queen went on by flow degrees. Not to 
mention ſome changes of lefler moment, the duke 


ol Kent was forced to compound for his chamber 


25 
g 


lain's ſtaff, which was given to the duke of Shrewſ- 
bury, while the earl of Godolphin was out of 
town, I think at Newmarket . His lordſhip, on the 


firſt news, came immediately up to court ; but 


the thing was done, and he made as good a coun- 


tenance to the duke of Shrewſbury as he was ca- 


pable of. The circumſtances of the earl of Sunder- 
land's removal, and the reaſons alledged, are known 
enough. His ungovernable temper had overſway- 


ed him to fail in his reſpects to her majeſty's perſon. 


| Mean-time both parties ſtood at gaze, not know 


ing to what theſe ſteps would lead, or where they 


would end. The earl of ik hes bt Fob, 
being deceived by various intelligence from hence, 
endeavoured to hide his uneaſineſs as well as he 


could. Some of his ſanguine correſpondents had 


ſent him word, that the queen began to ftop her 


hand, and the church party to deſpond. At the 
ſame time, the duke of Shrewſbury happened to 
ſend him a letter filled with great expreſſions of ci- 

vility: The earl was ſo weak, upon reading it, as 
to cry out, before two or three ſtanders-by, 
Damn him, he is making fair weather with me; 
but, by G—d, I will have his head.” 


But theſe ſhort hopes were ſoon blaſted, by ta- 


king the treaſurer's ſtaff from the earl of Godolphin ; "of 
which was done in a manner not very gracious, 


her N {ending him a letter, by a very —— - 
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meſſenger, commanding him to break it, The 

treaſury was immediately put into commiſſion, 
with earl Powlet at the head; but Mr. Harley, who 

was one of the number, and at the ſame time made 
chancellor of the exchequer, was already ſuppoſed 
to preſide behind the curtain. 


Upon the fall of that great miniſter and favourite, 


that whole party became difpirited, and ſeemed to 


expect the worſt that could follow. The earl of 


harten immediately deſired and obtained leave to 
come for England, leaving that kingdom, where 


he had behaved himſelf with the utmoſt profligate- 
neſs, injuſtice, arbitrary proceedings, and corrup- 


tion, with the hatred and deteſtation of all good 
men, even of his own party. | 
And here, becauſe my coming into the know- 
ledge of the new miniſtry began about this time, 


I muſt digreſs a little, to relate ſome circumſtances 


1 previous to it. 


Although I had been for many years before no 
ſtranger at court, and had made the nature of go- 
vernment a great part of my ſtudy, yet I had dealt 


very little with politicks, either in writing or acting, 

until about a year before the late king William's 
death; when, returning with the earl of Berkley 
from Ireland, and falling upon the ſubject of the 
fiye great lords, who were then impeached for high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, by the houſe of com- 
mons, I happened to ſay, that the ſame manner of 


proceeding, at leaſt as it appeared to me from the 


news we received of it in Ireland, had ruined the 
IE wg liber 
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liberties of Athens and Rome, and that it might be 


eaſy to prove it from hiſtory, Soon after I went 


to London; and, in a few weeks, drew up a diſ- 
_ courſe, under the title of, The Conteſts and Diſſen- 
ſions of the Nobles and Commons in Athens and Rome, 
with the Conſequences they had upon both theſe & 2875 
This diſcourſe I ſent very privately to the preſ 


with the ſtricteſt injunctions to conceal the —_ 4; 
and returned immediately to my reſidence in Heland. 


The book was grcedily bought, and read; and char- 


ged ſome time upon my lord Sommers, ind ſome time 
upon the biſhop of Saliſbury ; the latter of whom 
told me afterwards, that he was forced to diſown 
It ina very public manner, for fear of an impeach- 
ment wherewith he was threatened [a]. 


. Returning next year for England, and hearing of 
the great approbation this piece had received (which 
was the firſt I ever printed [) I muſt confels, 


the vanity of a young man prevailed with me, to 


let myſelf be known for the author: Upon which 


my lords Sommers and Halifax, as well as the 


fa] Vide Swift's eſſay upon the life, writings, and character of Dr. 
Jaaathax Swift, chap. vi. p. 121, where there is a droll, pleaſant 
dialogue, between Dr. Ip! ift and biſhop ions, relating to this fa- 
mous tract. 

[5] Meaning the firſt political piece he had ever printed : otherwiſe | 


it is not true. For the Tale of a Tub, and the Battle of the Books, were 
printed in or about the year 1697. Or, perhaps, Doctor Swift, 


having not thought proper to acknowledge himſelf the author of thoſe 
pieces, imagined he had a right to ſay, this diſcourſe was the firſt he had 
ever printed; two or three poems, in the Athenian Oracle, which 


were printed when he was a very young man, being not worth his 


reme mbrance, 


C 2 7, biſhop 
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biſhop abovementioned, deſired my acquaintance, 
with great marks of eſteem and profeſſions of kind- 
neſs: Not to mention the earl of Sunderland, who 
had been my old acquaintance. They lamented that 
they were not able to ſerve me ſince the death of the 
king, and were very liberal in promiſing me the 
| greateſt preferments I could hope for, if ever it 


came in their power. I foon grew domeſtic with _ 


lord Halifax, and was as often with lord Sommers _ 
as the formality of his nature (the only unconverſa- , 
ble fault he had) made it agreeable to me. f 
It was then I began to trouble myſelf with the 
difference between the principles of Whig and 
Tory; having formerly employed myſelf in other, 
and, I think, much better ſpeculations, I talked 


often upon this ſubject with lord Sommers ; told 1 
him, that, having been long converſant with the _ 


Eree and Roman authors, os therefore a lover of 


liberty, I found myſelf much inclined to be what ö | 


they called a Whig in politicks ; and that, beſides, 
I thought it impoſſible, upon any other principle, | 
to defend, or ſubmit to the Revolution: But, as 


to religion, I confeſſed myſelf to be an high-church- 


man, and that I did not conceive how any one, 
who wore the habit of a clergyman, could be other= _ 
' wiſe : That I had obſerved very well with what 
inſolence and haughtineſs ſome lords of the high- _ 


church party treated not only their own chaplains, 


but all other clergymen whatſoever, and thought 
this was ſufficiently recompenſed by their profeſſi- 
ons of zeal to the church: That I had likewiſe 

— 3 5 obſerved i 
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obſerved how the whig lords took a direct contrary 
. meaſure, treated the perſons of particular clergy- 


men with great courteſy, but ſhewed much ill-will 
and contempt for the order in general : That L 


knew it was neceſſary for their party to make their 
bottom as wide as they could, by taking all denomi- 
nations of proteſtants to be members of their body: 


That I would not enter into the mutual reproaches 


made by the violent men on either ſide; but that 


the connivance, or encouragement, given by the 
whigs to thoſe writers of pamphlets, who reflected 


upon the whole body of the clergy without any ex- 


; ception, would unite the church, as one man, to 
- oppoſe them : And, that I doubted his lordſhip's ; 


friends did not 8 the conſequence of this. 


7 My lord Sommers, in appearance, entered very 
: warmly into the ſame opinion, and ſaid very much 
ol the endeavours he had often uſed to redreſs that 


evil I complained of. This his lordſhip, as well as 


my lord Hallifax (to whom I have talked in the 
ſame manner), can very well remember: And 1 


have indeed been told by an honourable gentleman 
of the ſame party, that both their lordſhips, about 


the time of lord Godolphin's removal, did upon 


occaſion call to mind What! had ſaid to them ve 
years before. 
In my journeys to Aae 1 Se upon 
the ſame foot of acquaintance with the two lords 
laſt mentioned, until the time of prince George's 


death, when the queen, who, as is before related, 
had for ſome years favoured that party, now made 


C3 985 - lord 


neg. 
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lord Sommers preſident of the council, and the earl 


of Wharton lieutenant of treland, Being then in 


 LondmTreceivedletters from ſome biſhops of Ireland, 
to ſolicit the earl of Wharton about the remittal of 


the firſt- fruits and tenths to the clergy there, which 


the queen had long promiſed, and wherein I had 
been employed before, with ſome hopes of ſucceſs 
from the earl of Godolphin. It was the firſt time I 


ever was in company with the earl of Marton 


he received me with ſufficient coldneſs, and anſwer- 
ed the requeſt I made in behalf of the clergy with 
very poor and Jame excuſes, which amounted to, 


a refuſal, I complained of this uſage to lord Som- 
mers, who would needs bring us together to his 


houſe, and preſent me to him ; where. he received 
me as dryly as before. | . 
It was every body's opinion, what ide ear] of 


Marton would endeavour, when he went to Ire- 


land, to take off the Teſt, as a ſtep to have it 


taken off here: Upon which I drew up and printed 


a pamphlet, by way of a letter from a member of 


pa here, ſhewing the danger to the church 


by ſuch an intent, Although Il W all care to be 


private, yet the Bene nnnt chaplain, and ſome 


others, gueſſed me to be the author, aud told his 


: excellency their ſuſpicions ; ; whereupon I ſaw him 


no more until I went to Jreland. At my taking 

leave of lord Sommers, he deſired I would carry a 
letter from him to the earl of Hharton, which 1 
abſolutely refuſed 3 yet he ordered it to be left at 
my weiser. I ſtaid ſome months in Leiceſterſhire, - 


Went 
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went to Ireland; and, immediately upon my land- 


ing, retired to my country-pariſh, without ſceing 
the lieutenant, or any other perſon; reſolving to 
ſend him lord Sommers's letter by the poſt. But, 
being called up to town, by the inceſſant intreaties 
of my friends, I went and delivered my letter, and 
immediately withdrew: During the greateſt part 
of his government, I lived in the country, ſaw 
the lieutenant very ſeldom when I came to town, 

nor ever entered into the leaſt degree of confidence 

with him, or his friends, except his ſecretary Mr. 
Addiſon, who had been my old and intimate e ac- 


quaintance. 


Upon the news of great chan ges 3 be affected 
very much to careſs me, which 1 underſtood well 
enough to have been an old practice with him, in 


order to render men odious to the church- party. 


1 mention theſe inſignificant particulars, as it 
will be eaſily judged, for ſome reaſons that are 


purely perſonal to myſelf ; it having been objected | 


by ſeveral of thoſe poor pamphleteers, who have 


| blotted ſo much paper to ſhew their malice againſt 
me, that I was a favourer of the low- -party, 
Whereas it hath been manifeſt to all men, that, 
during the higheſt dominion of that faction, I had 
publiſhed ſeveral tracts in oppoſition to the meaſures 
then taken: For inſtance, A Proedt for the refor- 
mation of Manners, in a letter id th: Counteſs of 


Berkeley ; 3 The Sentiments of a Church-of- England- 


man; An Argument againſt aboliſhing Chriftianity ; 
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they do a cauſe more hurt than good, yet will ſel- 


dom allow any other merit; and it is not to ſuch 
as theſe that I attempt to vindicate my felf. © 
About the end of Augu/t 1710, I went for Eng- 
: land, at the deſire, and by the appointment, of 
the archbiſhops and biſhops of that kingdom; un- 
der whoſe hands I had a commiſſion to ſolicit, in 


conjunction with two biſhops who were then in 


London, the firſt-fruits and twentieths to the clergy, 
which had been many years ſolicited in vain, | 
Upon my arrival in town, I found the two biſhops 

| were gone into the country; whereupon I got my- 
ſelf introduced to Mr. Harley, who was then chan- 
_ cellor of the exchequer, and acted as firſt mini- 

ſter. He received me with great kindneſs ; told 
me, that he and his friends had long expeQed my 


arrival; and, upon ſhewing my commiſſion, im- 


mediately doe to perform it, which he accor- 
dingly did in leſs than three weeks, having ſettled 
it at five meetings with the queen, according toa 
_ ſchemel offered him, and got me the queen's pro- 
miſe for a further and more important favour to- 
the clergy of Ireland; which the biſhops there, 
deceived by miſinformation, not worth mention- 
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and, laſtly, 4 Letter to a Member of Parliament 
againſt taking off the Teſt i in Ireland, which I have 
already mentioned to have been publiſhed at the 
time the earl of Marton was ſetting out to his go- 
vernment of that kingdom. But thoſe who are loud 
and violent in coffee-houſes, although generally 
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ing in this paper, prevented me from bringing to 
a good iſſue. 

When the affair of the firſt fruits was fully dif- 
patched, I returned my humble thanks to Mr, Har- 
ky, in the name of the clergy of Ireland and of my 


own, and offered to take my leave, as intending 


immediately to return to that kingdom. Mr, 
Harley told me, he and his friends knew very well 
what uſeful things I had written againſt the prin- 
ciples of the late diſcarded faction; and that my 


perſonal eſteem for ſeveral among them, would 
not make me a favourer of their cauſe : That there 


was now entirely a new ſcene : That the queen 
was reſolved to employ none but thoſe who were 


friends to the conſtitution of church and ſtate : That 


their great difficulty lay in the want of ſome good 
pen, to keep up the ſpirit raiſed in the people, to 


aſſert the principles, and juſtify the proceedings, 


of the new miniſters. Upon that ſubject he fell into 
ſome perſonal civilities, which will not become me to 


repeat[c]. He added, That this province was in the 


hands of ſeveral perſons, among whom ſome were 
too buſy, and others too idle to purſue it ; and con- 
cluded, that it ſhould be his particular care, to 
eſtabliſh me here in England, and repreſent me to 
the queen as a perſon they could not be without, 
TI promiſed to do my endeavours, in that way, 
for ſome few months to WIE he replied, He ex- 


le] Theſe words printed in alichs are in he original eraſed, per- 
haps to avoid 498 Impittation 0 of vanity, 
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pected no more; and that he had other and greater 


occaſions for me. 
Upon the riſe of this miniſtry, the principal per- 


ſons i in power thought it neceſſary, that ſome week- _ 
ly paper ſhould be publiſhed, with juſt reflexions 
upon former proceedings, and defending the pre- 


ſent meaſures of her majeſty, . This was begun 
about the time of the Lord Godolpbin's removal, 
under the title of The Examiner, About a dozen of 
theſe papers, written with much ſpirit and ſharp- 
neſs, ſome by Mr. ſecretary St. John, ſince lord 
Bolingbroke ; others by Dr. Atterbury, ſince biſhop 


of Rocheſter; and e again by Mr. Prior, Dr. 
Freind, &c. were publiſhed with great applauſe, 
But, theſe gentlemen being grown weary of the *' 
work, or otherwiſe employed, the determination 


was, that I ſhould continue it, which I did accor- 


dingly about eight months. But, my ſtyle being | 
foon diſcovered, and having contracted a great 
number of enemies, I let it fall into other hands, 


who held it up in ome manner until her majeſty” $ 
death. . 5 5 


It was Mr. Har 15 5 8 every ; 3 x 


to have four or five of his moſt intimate friends, 
among thoſe he had taken in upon the great change 


made at court, to dine at his houſe ; and, after 
about two months acquaintance, I had the kondar ij 
always to be one of the number. This company, 


at firſt, conſiſted only of the lord-keeper Harcourt, 
the earl Rivers, the earl of Peterborough, Mr. 

ſecretary St. Een and nk And here, after 
* dinner 
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5 dinner, they uſed to diſcourſe, and ſettle matters 
of great importance. Several other lords were after- 
wards, by degrees, admitted; as, the dukes of 


Ormond, Shrewſbury, and Argyle; the earls of 


: A——z, Dartmouth, and 3 the lord B—y 


Kc. Theſe meetings were always continued, ex- 
cept when the queen was at J/indſ5r; but, as they 


grew more numerous, became of leſs conſequence; 


and ended only in drinking and general converſa- 


7 e 


tion; of which I may, W have occaſion to 
ſpeak hereafter. 


My early appearance at theſe meetings, which 


many thought to be of greater conſequence than 


i really they were, could not be concealed, although 


1 I uſed all my endeavours to that purpoſe. Thila 


4 gave the occaſion to ſome great men, who thought 


me already 1 in the ſecret, to complain to me of the 
2 ſuſpicions entertained by many of our friends in rela- 


tion to Mr. Harley, even before he was lord treaſu- 
rer; ſo early were fown thoſe ſeeds of diſcontent, 


2 which afterwards grew up ſo high. The cauſe of 
their complaint was, That ſo great a number of 
the adverſe party continued in employment ; and 

7 ſome, particularly the duke of S-merſet and earl of 
4 Cholmondely, in great ſtations at court. They 
could not believe Mr. Harley was in earneſt ; but 
that he deſigned to conſtitute a motly comprehen- 


ſive adminiſtration, which they ſaid the kingdom 


would never endure. I was once invited to a meet- 
ing of ſome lords and gentlemen, where theſe 
| grievances were at large related to me, with an 
earnęſt 


ſuppoſition that I was in high credit with him. I 
excuſed myſelf from ſuch an office, upon the new- 


ever, I repreſented the matter fairly to him; 
againſt which he argued a good deal, from the gene- 
ral reaſons of politicians z the neceſſity of keeping 


muſt remain unprovided for, and the like uſual to- 
picks among ſtateſmen. But there was a ſecret in 
this matter, which neither I, nor indeed any of 
his moſt intimate friends, were then appriſed off; 
than to aſſure me very ſolemnly, That no perſon 3 
| ſhould have the ſmalleſt employment, either civil 


or military, whoſe principles were not firm for the | 
church and monarchy. _ J 


the court gave riſe to a party in the houſe of com- 
tinguiſh a number of country gentlemen and their 


hat was called the high-church principle. They 


in parliament. They profeſled their jealouſy of the 


their deſire of a more general change, as well as of 
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earneſt defire that I would repreſent them in the 
moſt reſpectful manner to Mr. Harley, upon a * 


neſs of my acquaintance with Mr. Harley; how- 


men in hopes, the danger of diſobliging thoſe who 
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neither did he, at that time, enter with me 8 | 


However, theſe over-moderate proceedings in 


mons, which appeared under the name of the Oæto- f 
ber- club; a fantaſtic appellation, found out to diſ- 


adherents, who profeſſed in the greateſt. degree I 
grew in number to almoſt a third part of the houſe, 
held their meetings at certain times and places, 
and there concerted what meaſures they were to take 


court and miniſtry ; declared, upon all occaſions, 
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a ſtrict enquiry into former miſmanagement; 
and ſeemed to expect, that thoſe in power ſhould 
openly avow the old principles in church and ſtate. 
I was then of opinion, and {till continue ſo, that, 
if this body of men could have remained ſome time 
united, they would have put the crown under a ne- 
ceſſity of acting in a more ſteady and ſtrenuous | 
manner. But Mr. Harley, who beſt knew the 
diſpoſition of the queen, was forced to break their 
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meaſures; which he did by that very obvious 


contrivance of dividing them among themſelves, 
and rendering them jealous of each other. The 
miniſters gave every where out, that the Oclober- 
club were their friends, and acted by their directi- 
ons; to confirm which, Mr. ſecretary St. John 
and Mr. B-—, afterwards chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, publicly dined with them at one of their 
meetings. Thus were eluded all the conſequences 
of that aſſembly ; although a remnant of them, 


who conceived themſelves betrayed by the reſt, did 


afterwards meet under the denomination of the 


- | March-club, but without any effect. 


The parliament, which then roſe, had been ah 
ſen without any endeavours from the court, to ſecure 
elections; neither, as I remember, were any of 
the lieutenancies changed throughout the kingdom. 


For the trial of Dr. Sacheverel had raiſed, or diſ- 
covered, ſuch a ſpirit in all parts, that the mini- _ 


ſters could very ſafely leave the electors to them; 
ſelves, and thereby gain a reputation of acting by 
Vet this proceeding was, by 
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ſome refiners of both parties, numbered among the 


ſtrains of Mr. Harley's politicks, who was ſaid 


to avoid an over- great majority, which is apt to be 
unruly, and not enough under the management of 
a miniſtry. But, from the ſmall experience I have 


of courts, I have ever found refinements to be the 
_ worl} ſort of all conjectures ; and, from this one 


occaſion, I take leave to obſerve, Tuat of ſome 


hundreds of facts, for the real truth of which I can 
account, I neither yet knew any refiners to be once 
in the right. I have already told, that the true reaſon 
why the court did not interpoſe in the matter of elec- 
tions was, becauſe they thought themſelves ſure 
of a majority, and therefore could acquire reputa- 
tion at a cheap rate, Beſides, it afterwards appear- 
ed upon ſome exigencies, which the court had 


much at heart, that they were more than once like 4 
to fail for want of numbers. Mr. Harley, in or- 


der to give credit to bis adminiſtration, reſolved 
upon two very important points; firſt, to ſecure 


the unprovided debts of the nation; and, ſecondly 
to put an end to the war, Of the methods he took 
to compaſs both thoſe ends, I have treated at large 


in another work: I ſhall only obſerve, that, while 


he was preparing to open to the houſe of commons 


his ſcheme for ſecuring the public debts, he was 
ſtabbed by the marquis 6 Guiſcard, while he was 
ſitting in the council- chamber at the Cock-pit, with 
> committes. of - nine or ten lords of the cabinet, 
met on purpoſe to examine the marquis upon 
a diſcovery of a treaſonable correſpondence he held 
with France. BE Tis 


5 


N 
2 7 LON 
X A E 
q 8 . 8 1 l 2 he 
5 4 8 Len re ns ER $ Ee ae! 
3 CEE row r r 
Vo ee e eee . 


: + > 7,688 
* — . 6 4 . 9 
* — CS 
Gans n N 9 
vg n . 3 . 
25 . 2% SAKE ox Zh * * 
ee e r. 


in the Qu EE NS MIN ISTRx. 31 
This fact was ſo uncommon in the manner and 


circumſtances of it, that, although it be pretty 
well known at the time I am now writing, by a 


printed account, toward which J furniſhed the au- 
: thor with ſome materials, yet I thought it would 
not be proper wholly to omit it here. The aſſaſſin 
was ſeized, by Mr. Harley's order, upon the eighth 
of March 1710-11 ; and, brought before the com 


mittee of lords, was ee about his correſ- 


J ponding with France: Upon his denial, Mr. Har- 


ley produced a letter, which he could not deny to 
de his own hand. The marquis, prepared for 
7 miſchief, had conveyed a penknife into his pocket 


while the meſſenger kept him attending in one of 
3 the offices below. Upon the ſurprize of his letter 
4 appearing againſt him, he came ſuddenly behind 
Mr. Horley, and, reaching his arm round, {tabbed 


3 that miniſter into the middle of the breaſt, about 


— — 


a quarter of an inch above the cartilage enſifarmis; 
the penknife, ſtriking upon the bone, and otherwiſe 


obſtructed by a thick embroidered waiſtcoat, broke 


ſhort at the handle, which Guiſcard ſtill graſped, 
and redoubled his blow. The confuſion upon this 
accident is eaſier conceived than deſcribed : The 
reſult was, that the marquis, whether by the 
wounds given him by ſome of the lords, or the 
bruiſes he received from the meſſengers while they 
were ſeizing him, or the neglect of his ſurgeon, 
or, that being unwilling to live; he induſtriouſly 
. concealed one of his wounds, die d in a few days 


After | 
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after. But Mr. Harley, after a long ilineſs and 


frequent ill-ſym ptoms, had the good fortune to re- 
cover. 


Gui ſcard was the younger brother of the count of : 
that name, a very honourable and worthy perſon, . - 
formerly governor of Namur. But this marquis 
was a reproach to his family, proſtitute in his mo- 


rals, impious in religion, and a traitor to his prince: 


As to the reſt, of a very poor underſtanding, and 
the moſt tedious, trifling talker, I ever converſed 


with, He was grown needy by ſquandering upon 


his vices, was become-contemptible both here and 
in Holland, his regiment taken from him, and his ; 
penſion retrenched; the deſpair of which firſt put I 
him upon his French correſpondence; and the diſ- 1 


- covery of that drove him into madneſs. I had 


| known him ſome years; and, meeting him upon 4 
the Mall a few hours before his examination, I ob- 4 
| ſerved to a friend then with me, that I wondered 
to ſee Guiſcard paſs ſo often by without taking notice 4 
of me. But although, in the latter part of his life his 1 
| countenance grew cloudy enough, yet I confeſs I | 
never ſuſpected him to be a man of reſolution or 
courage ſufficient to bear him out 1 in ſo delperate an J 


attempt. 


I have ſome very good 1 to nw that the i 


| firſt miſunderſtanding between Mr. Harley and 


Mr. St. John, which afterwards had ſuch unhappy | 


conſequences upon the public affairs, took it's 
riſe during the time that the former lay ill of his 
wounds, and his recovery doubtful, Mr. St. John 
affected 


—_ 


to Mr. Harley: 


in the QurEw's Mix Is TR v. 32 
affected to ſay in ſeveral companies, that Guiſcard 
intended the blow againſt him; which, if it were 
true, the conſequence muſt be, that Mr, St. John 
had all the merit, while Mr. Harley remained 
with nothing but the danger and the pain. But, 1 
am apt to think, Mr. St. John was either miſtaken 
or miſinformed: However, the matter was thus 
repreſented in the weekly paper called The Exami- 
ner, which Mr. St. John peruſed before it was 


3 printed, but made no alteration in that paſſage. 


This management was looked upon, at leaſt, 
a5 a piece of youthful indiſcretion in Mr. St. John; 
and, perhaps, was repreſented in a worſe view 
Neither am I altogether ſure, that 
Mr. St. John did not entertain ſome proſpect 
of ſucceeding as firſt miniſter, in caſe of Mr. Har- 


ley's death; which, during his illneſs, was fre- 


quently e eee And, J remember very 
well, that, upon viſiting Mr. Harley, as ſoon a8 
he was in a condition to be ſeen, I found ſeveral 
of his neareſt relations talk very freely of ſome pro- 
ceedings of Mr. St. John; enough to make me ap- 
prehend, that their friendſhi p would not be of any 
long continuance. | 

Mr. Harley, ſoon after his recovery, was made 
an earl, and lord treaſurer; and lord. keeper, a | 
baron. 
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Four laſt Years of Queen Anne's Reign. 


A V IN. G written the following Hiſtory | 
at IWVindfor, | in the happy reign of her majeſty 9 


queen Anne, of ever glorious, bleffed, and immor- 
tal memory; I reſolved to publiſh it, for the ſatis- 


faction of my fellow-ſubjects, in the year 1713; ; 
but being under a neceſſity of going to [reland, to 
take poſſeſſion of the Deanry of St. Pat; ich's, Dub- 


lin, Tleft the original with the miniſters; and hav- 
ing ſtaid in that i not above a fortnight, 


I found at my return, that my lord treaſurer | 


Oxford, and the ſecretary my lord Bolingbroke, 
who were then unhappily upon very ill terms with 
each other, could not agree upon publiſhing it, 
without ſome alterations which I would not ſubmit 
to. Whereupon [ kept it by me until her majeſty's 
death, which happened about a year after. 

I have ever ſince preſerved the original very ſafe- 
ly; too well knowing what a turn the world would 


take upon the e family's ſucceeding to the | _ 
crown; which indeed was their undoubted right,, 


having been eſtabliſhed ſolemnly by the act of 


an 


„ 
WIT. 


of commons by Mr. Harley, who was then ſpeaker 
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an undiſputed parliament, brought into the houſe 


But, as I have ſaid in another diicourſe, it was 
very well underſtood, ſome years before her ma- 


| Jeſty's death, how the new king would act imme- 


diately upon his entrance in the choice of thoſe 


(and thoſe alone) whom he reloived to truſt ; and 


_ conſequently what reports would indufirioully be 


raiſed, as well as ſpread, 


to expoſe the proceedings 


of her majeſty herſelf, as well as of her ſervants; 


— — — 


who have been ever fince blaſted as enemies to the 


preſent eſtabliſument, by the moſt ignorant and 


malicious among mankind. 


Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily 


\ converſant with the perſons then in power; never 


abſent in times of buſineſs or converſation, until. 


a few weeks before her majeity's 


death; and a 


| witneſs of almoſt every ſtep they made in ts courſe 


of their adminiſtration ; I muſt have been very un- 


| fortunate not to be better informed than thoſe mi- 
„ | ferable pamphleteers, or their patrons, could pre- 
, tend to, 
U peared neceſſary, as well as natural, upon ſuch a 


At the ſame time, I freely confeſs, it ap- 


mighty change as the death of a ſovereign, that 
thoſe who were to be in power upon the ſucceflion, 


| and reſolved to act in every part by a direct contrary 
| ſyſtem of politics, ſhould load their predeceſſo 8 


with as much infamy as the moſt inveterate malice 
and envy could ſuggeſt, or the moſt ſtupid ignor⸗ 
ance a 


Los. 


nd credulity in their underlings could ſwal- 


Da 2 


36 PREFACE tothe HISTORY of the 
Therefore, as J pretend to write with the utmoſt 
impartiality the following Hiſtory of the four laſt 
years of her majeſty's reign, in order to undeceive 
prejudiced perſons at preſent, as well as poſterity ; 
I am perſuaded in my own mind, as likewiſe by 
the advice of my oldeſt and wiſeſt friends, that I 
am doing my duty to God and man, by endea- 
vouring to ſet future ages right in their judgment 
of that happy reign ; and, as a faithful hiſtorian, 


= I cannot ſuffer falſehoods to run on any longer, 
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not only againſt all appearance of truth as well as 
probability, but even againſt thoſe happy events, 
vhich owe their ſucceſs to the very meaſures then 
fixed in the general peace. 
The materials for this Hiſtory, beſides 1 
have already mentioned, I mean the confidence 
repoſed in me for thoſe four years by the chief per- 
ſons in power, were extracted out of many hun- 
dred letters written by our ambaſſadors abroad, and 
from the anſwers as well as inſtructions ſent them 
by our ſecretaries of ſtate, or by the firſt. miniſter 
the earl of Oxford. The former were all originals, 
and the latter copies entered into books in the ſe- 
cretaries office, out of both which I collected all 
| that] thought convenient; not to mention ſeveral _ 
memorials given me by the miniſters at home. 
Further, I was a conſtant witneſs and obſerver of 


all that paſſed, and entered every particular of any 13 


conſequence upon paper. | 
Il was ſo far from having any obligation to the 
crown, a on the contrary, her majeſty iſſued. | | 
| a pro- 
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a proclamation, offering 300. to any perſon who 
would diſcover the author of a certain ſhort treatiſe 


[4], which the queen well knew to have been 


written by me. I never received one ſhilling from 


| ſupport me. 
| treaſurer and ſecretary ; 


the miniſter, or any other preſent, except that 


of a few books; nor did I want their afſiſtance to 
I very often dined indeed with the 
but, in thoſe days, that 


was not reckoned a bribe, whatever it may have 


been at any time fince, 


Labſolutely refuſed to be 


chaplain to the lord treaſurer; becauſe I thought 


my own opinion of perſons and affairs. 


it would ill become me to be 1 in a ſtate of depen- 
dence,” Þ 

I ſay this to 3 that J had no other bias than 
I preſerved 
ſeveral of the oppolite party in their employments, 


who were perſons of wit and learning, particularly 


Mr. Addiſen and Mr. Congreve, neither of whom 


were ever in any danger from the treaſurer, WhO 


much eſteemed them both; and, by his lordſhip's 
commands, I brought the latter to dine with him. 


Mr. Stecle might Jae been ſafe enough, if his 


continually- e indiſcretions, and a zeal ming- 
led with ſcurrilities, had not forfeited all title to 
lenity. a | 


I know very well the numberleſs prejudices of 
weak and deceived pecple, as well as the malice of 


| thoſe, who, to ſerve their own intereſt or ambi- 


tion, have caſt off all religion, Orang » juſtice, 


I Public Spirit of the Wise. — 
D 3 
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and common decency. However, although per- 
haps I may not be believed in the preſent age, yet 
I hope to be ſo in the next, by all who will bear 
any regard for the honour and liberty of Zngland, 
if either of theſe ſhall then ſubſiſt or not. 
[ have no intereſt or inclination to palliate the 
miſtakes, or omiſſions, or want of ſteadineſs, or un- 
happy miſunde: ſtandings, among a few of thole 
who then preſided in affairs. = 
Nothing is more common than the viruience of 
ſuperficial and ill-informed Writers, againſt the 
conduct of thoſe who are now called prime mini- 
ſters: And, ſince f:Qtions appear at preſent to be at 
a greater height than in any former times, althounh, 
perhaps, not ſo equally poiſed; it may probably 
concern thoſe who are now in their height, if they 
have any regard for their own memories in future 
ages, to be leſs warm againft others who humbly dif- 
fer from them in ſome ſtate opinions. Old perſons _ 
remember, at Jeaſt by tradition, the horrible pre- 
judices that prev tiled: againſt the fiel earl of Claren- 


dan, MWhoſe character, as It n now flanis, might 


be a pattern for all miniſters; although even 
buliop Burnet of Sarum, whoſe principles, veracity, 

and manner of writing, are ſo little efteemed upon 
many accounts, hath becn at the pains to vindicate 
him. 


Upon that irreparable breach bet: ween the trea- 
farer and ſecretary Bolingbrote, after my utmoſt en- 
deavours, for above two years, ty reconcile them, 
"retired to a friend in Berkfoire where I ſtaid un- 

| 8 til 


et 
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til her majeſty's death; and then immediately re- 


turned to my ſtation in Dublin, where J continued 


about twelve years without once ſeeing. England. 


1 there often reviewed the following Memoirs; 


neither changing or adding further than by correct- 
ing the ſtyle; and, if I Hack been guilty of any 
miſtakes, they muſt be of ſmall moment; for it 


was hardly poſſible . Karg be wrong eee 


tioned. 8 
I ſhall not be very uncaſy under the obloquy 


that may, perhaps. be caſt upon me by the vio- 
lent leaders and followers of the preſent prevailing 
party. And, yet, 1 cannot find the leaſt inconſiſt- 


ence with conſcience or honour, upon the death 


of fo excellent a princeſs as her late majeſty Tor 
a wiſe and good man to ſubmit, with a true and 
loyal keart, to her lawful Proteſtant ſucceſſor ; 


whoſe hercditary title was confirmed by oh ate 5 


and both houſes of parliament, with the Wee {t 


unanimity, after it had been made an article in 
the treaty, that every prince in our alliance ſhould 
be a guarantee of that ſucceſſion. Nay, I will 


venture to go one ſtep farther ; that, if the negotia- 
tors of that peace had been choſen out of the 
moſt profeſſed zealots for the intereſt of the Hanover 


family, they could not have bound up the #rench 


y king, or the Holianders, more ſtrictly than the 
queen's plenipotentiaries did in confirming the pre- 


lent ſucceſſion; 3 Which was in them ſo much a 
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greater mark of virtue and loyalty, becauſe they 
perfectly well knew, that they ſhould never receive 
the leaſt mark of favour, when the ſucceſſion had 


taken place. 


See Letters LXVII. and LXVIII. in vol. XVI. to the Earl of 


Oxford and Mr. Lewis ; ; where the reaſons of the following Hiſe 
tory's having been fo long ſuppreſſed are laid before the reader. 


T HE 


r of 


. 4 


ey AY 
ive 


lad 


THE 


EEE 8 


© T2 
FOUR LAST YEARS 


n 


0 0 R 1. 


S 4 Propoſe to give the publick an account of the 


moſt important affairs at home, during the laſt 
' ſeſſion of parliament, as well as of our nego- 


ciations of peace abroad, not only during that peri- 
| od, but ſome time before and ſince. I ſhall relate 
4 the chief matters tranſacted by both houſes in that 

ſeſſion, and diſcover the deſigns carried on by the 
heads of a diſcontented party, not only againſt the 
| miniſtry, but in ſome manner againſt the crown 
itſelf: I likewiſe ſhall ſtate the debts of the nation, 
+ fſhew by what miſmanagement, and to ſerve what 
© Purpoſes, they were at firſt contracted, by what 
| negligence or corruption they have fo prodigiouſly 
grown, and what methods have ſince been taken 
do provide not only for their payment, but to pre- 
4 | r 
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vent the like miſchief for the time to come. Ai. 
though, in an age like ours, I can expect very fev 


impartial readers, yet I ſhall ſtrictly follow truth, 


or what reaſonably appeared to me to be ſuch, after 


the moſt impartial inquiries I could make, and the 1 


beit opportunities of being informed by choſe wh 


were the principal actors or adviſers, 


Neither ſhall I mingle panegyrick or ſatire with 
an hiſtory intended to iniorm Loltcrity, as Well as 
to inſtruct thoſe of the preſent age, who may be 
ignorant or miſſed; ſince facts, truly related, are 
the beſt applauſes, or moſt laſting reproaches. 

Diſcourſes upon ſubjects relating to the publick 


uſually ſeem to be calculated for i only, and 
ſome few miles about it; while the authors lup- 


pole their re >aders to be informed of ſeveral par- 
ticulars, to which thoſe that live remote are, for | 


the generality, utter ſtrangers. Moſt people who | 


frequent this town acquire a fort of ſmattering | 


(uch as it is), which qualifies them for reading a | 
pamphlet, and finding out what is meant by innuen- 


does or hints at facts or perſons, initial letters of 


names, wherein gentlemen at a diſtance, although 
| perhaps of much better underſtandings, are whol- 
ly in the dark : wherefore, that * memoirs 
may | be rencered more generally intelligible and 
uſeful, it will be convenient to give 3 reader a 


ſnort view of the ſtate and diſpoſition of affairs, 


when the laſt ſeſſion of parliament began; and be- N 


cauſe the par ty-leaders, who had loſt their power 


os 


aid places, were, upon that Jjuncture, employing 


All 


Al- 
ö cvs 


all their engines in a: 
ſelves, I ſhall venture one ſtep further, and repre- 


great offices of ſtate 
into other hands: . 
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attempt to re-eſtabliih them- 


ſent fo much of their characters as may be 
cd to have influenced their politicks. 


On the 7th d 
| ſecond ſeſſion of parliament. It was now above a 
year ſince the queen had thought fit to put the 
„ And of lier own bouſhold, 
however, three of the Giſcon- 


1uppol- 
4 4 


day of December, 1711, began the 


tented lords were {till in poſſeſſion of their pl:ces ; 

for the duke of Marlborough continued enen, 
the duke of Somerſet maſter of the horſe, and the 
earl of Cholmondely treaſurer of her majeſty's hout- 
hold: likewiſe great numbers of the ſame party {ill 
kept employments of value and importance, which 
had not been uſual of late years, upon any changes 


| of miniſtry, The queen, who julged the temp= 


of her people by this houſe of commons, which 


| a landed intereſt. had | freely choſen, found them 


very defirous of a ſecure and honourable peace, 


and diſpoſed to. le: ave the management of it to her. 


own Silom m, and that of her own council : ſhe had 
therefore, fe eral months before the ſelion began, 
ſent to inform the States General of ſome overtures 
which nad beet page ade her by the enemy; and dur- 
ing that ſummer her majeſty took ſeveral farther 

ſteps in — T1 reat affair, until at length, aſter 


| many difficultics, a congreſs at Utrecht for a genera] 


peace was agreed upon; the whole proc bedingt 0 
which previous negociations, between our court 


and | 


44 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 


and that of France, I ſhall, in its proper 0 
very particularly relate. 
The nation was already upon A better foot, 


with reſpect to its debts ; for the earl of Oxford, 1 
lord treaſurer, had, in the preceding ſeſſion, pro- 
poſed and effected ways and means in the houſe of 
commons (where he was then a member), for pro- 1 
viding a parliamentary fund to clear the heavy ar- 
rear of ten millions whereof the greateſt part lay 
upon the navy), without any new burthen (at leaſt 
after a very few years) to the kingdom; and at the 
ſame time he took care to prevent farther incum- [2 
brances upon that article, by finding ready money | 
for naval proviſions, which hath ſaved the public | 
ſomewhat more than cent. per cent. in that mighty : 
: branch of our expences. 


The clergy were altogether in the intereſts and 
the meaſures of the preſent miniſtry, which had 


appeared ſo boldly in their defence, during a pro- 
ſecution againſt one of their members, where 
the whole Sacred Order was underſtood to be con- 
cerned. The zeal ſhewn for that moſt re! igious | 
bill, to ſettle a fund for building fifty new churches 3 
in and about the city of London, was a freſh obli- 
_ gation 3 and they were farther highly eratihed, | 
by her majeſty's chuſing one of their body to be a 
great officer of ſtate f]. 


By this time likewiſe all diſputes about theſe prin- 
ciples, which uſed originally to divide Whig and 


Wa ] Dr. Rebinſen, lord biſhop of By ifal, to be lord privy ſeal. 
| Tory, 


young — 


ä — — 


* venient names, whereby 
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* ory, were wholly dropped; 


cal words ought in juſtice to have been ſo too, 
provided we could have found out more con- 


and thoſe 3 


to diſtinguiſh lovers of | 


peace from lovers of war ; or thoſe who would 


3 


: * 


leave her majeſty ſome degree of freedom in the 
choice of her miniſters, from others who could 

not be ſatisfied with her chuſing any, except ſuch 

as ſhe was moſt averſe from: but where a nation is 
once divided, intereſt and animoſity will keep open 
the breach, without being ſupported by any other 
principles; or, at worſt, a body of diſcontented peo 
ple can change, and take up what principles they 
_ pleaſe. 


® 


As to the diſpoſition of ibs oppolite party, we 


all remember, that the removal of the laſt miniſtry 
was brought about by ſeveral degrees; through 
which means it happened, that they and their 
3% | friends were hardly recovered out of one aſtoniſn- 
ment, before they fell into another. 
- | laſted for ſome months, and was followed by a 
period of rage and deſpair, natural to thoſe who 
reflect that they have loſt a ſecure game by their 
| own raſhneſs, folly, and want of common manage- _ 
ment; when at the ſame time they knew, by ex- 


"THis feene 


| perience, that a watchful and dexterous adverſary 


: | lay ready to take the advantage. 


However, ſome 


time before the ſeſſion, the heads of that party began 


to recollect themſelves, and rally their forces, like 


an enemy Who hath been beaten out of the field, 


but finds he is not purſued; for although the | 


chicts 
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chicts of this faction were thought to have but lit- 
tle eſteem or friendſhip for each other, yet they 


perfectly agreed in one general end, of diſtreſſing, 
by all poſſible methods, the new adminiſtration ; a 


wherein if they could ſucceed, fo far as to put the 
qucen under any 2 oreat neceſſity, another parliament 4 
muſt be called, and perhaps the power devolve again b 
into their own hands. 
The iſſue and event of that grand ln © ap- [I 
pearing in both houſes, althouch under a different 


form, upon the very firſt day the parliament met, 


cannot better begin the relation of affairs, com- 
mencing from that period, than by a thorough de- 


tection of the whole intrigue, carried on with the 
greateſt privacy and application, which muſt be 


acknowledged to have, for ſeveral days, diſconcert- 


ed ſome of the miniſtry, as well as difpirited their 


friends; and the conſequences thereof, which have, 
in reality, been ſo very pernicious to the kingdom. 


But becauſe the principal leaders in this deſign 


are the ſame perſons to whom, ſince the loſs of | 
their power, all the oppoſition has been owing 

which the court received either in cata ho 
or the adminiſtration at home: it may not be im- 


proper to deſcribe thoſe qualities in each of them, 


V v hich fe of their admirers will deny, and Which 


appear chie fly to have influenced them in acting 
their ſeveral parts upon the public ſtage; "for t do 
not intend to draw their characters intire, which 


would be te edious, and little to the purpoſe; but 
all only. ſiagle out thoſe dans 5 
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and habits, which the owners were moſt likely to 
transfer into their political ſchemes, and which 
were moſt ſubſervient to the * they ſeemed to 
Pe in view. | 


The lord Sommers may very deſervedly be reputed 


1 the head and oracle of that party: he hath raiſed 
himſelf, by the concurrence of many circumſtan= 
ces, to the greateſt employments of the ſtate, wich- 
out the leaſt ſupport from birth or fortune : 
[I conſtantly, 
: thoſe principles under which he grew. 

cident which firſt produced him into the 
of pleading for the biſhops, whom ki ing James had 
ſent to the Tower, might have n a piece of 


he hath 
and with great ſteadincſs, cultivated 
Fhat ac- 

world, 


merit as honourable as it was fortunate; but the 


old republican ſpirit, which the Revolution had 
reſtored, began to teach other leſſons; that, ſince 
we had accepted a new king from a Calviniſtic al 
commonwealth, we muſt alſo admit new maxims in 
: religion and government: but ſince the nobility 
| 7; centry would probably adhere to the eſtabliſhed 
| church, and to the rights of monarchy as delivered 
| down from their anceſtors; it was the practice of 


| thoſe politicians to introduce ſuch men as were per- 


fectly indifferent to any or no religion, and who 
were not likely to inherit much loyalty from thoſe 
to whom they owed their birth. 
was the perſon I am now deſcribing. 


Of this number 
I have hard- 
ly known any man with talents more proper to 
acquire and preſerve the favour of a prince, ne- 


I yer offe nding in ere or geſture, in the higheſt de- 
Sees 
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gree courteous and complaiſant, wherein he ſet an 


excellent example to his collegues, which they did 
not think fit to follow; but this extreme civility is] 
univerſal and undiſtinguiſhed, and in private con-] 
verſation, where he obſerveth it as inviolably as 


if he were in the greateſt aſſembly, it is ſometimes 


cenſured as formal: two reaſons are aſſigned for 
this behaviour; firſt, from the conſciouſneſs of his | 
humble original, he keepeth all familiarity at the 
utmoſt diflance, which otherwiſe might be apt to in- 


trude; the ſecond, that, being ſenſible how ſubject 


he is to violent paſſions, he avoideth all incitements 
to them, by teaching thoſe he converſes with, from 


his own example, to keep a great way within the 
bounds of decency and reſpect; and it is, indeed, 


true, that no man is more apt to take fire upon the 
_ leaſt appearance of provocation, which temper he 
ſtrives to ſubdue with the utmoſt violence upon 
himſelf: ſo that his breaſt bas been ſeen to heave, 
and his eyes to ſparkle with rage, in thoſe very mo- 
5 ments, when his words, and the cadence of his 
voice, were in the humbleſt and ſofteſt manner; 


perhaps, that force upon his nature may cauſe that 


inſatiable love of revenge, which his detractors lay 


to his charge, who conſequently reckon diflimula- 


tion among bis chief perfections. Avarice he hath 


none; and his ambition 1 1s gratified, by being the 


: — head of his party, With an Excellent 
_ underſtanding, adorned by all the polite parts of 
learning, he hath very little taſte for converſation, 
7 Winch he prefers” the pleaſure of reading and 


thinking ; 3 
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thinking; and in the intervals of his time amuſeth 
| himſelf with an illiterate chaplain, an humble com- 
panion, or a favourite ſervant. 


Theſe are ſome few diflioguithing: marks in the 


character of that perſon, who now preſideth over 
the diſcontented party; although he be not anſwer- 
able for all their miſtakes: and if his precepts had 
been more ſtrictly followed, perhaps their power 
| would not have been ſo eaſily ſhaken, 
aſſured, and heard him profeſs, that he was againſt 
| engaging in that fooliſh proſecution of Dr. Sache- 
verel, as what he foreſaw was likely to end in their 
ruin; that he blamed the rough demeanour of fome _ 
{perſons to the queen, as a great failure in prudence; 


I have been 


and that, when it appeared her majeſty was firmly 


reſolved upon a treaty of peace, he adviſed his friends 


not to oppoſe it in its progreſs, but find fault with 
it after it was made, which would be a copy of the 
like uſage themſelves had met with after the treaty 


= Jof Ry/wick; and the ſafeſt as well as the moſt pros; 
bable way of diſgracing the promoters and adviſers. 
have been the larger in repreſenting to the reader 
t ſome idea of this extraordinary genius, becauſe what- 


ever attempt hath hitherto been made, with any ap- 
pearance of conduct or probability of ſucceſs, to re- 
ſtore the dominion of that party, was infallibly contri- 
ved by him; and I propheſy the ſame for the future, 
as long as — age and infirmities will leave bim 
arable of buſineſs. p 
The duke of Marlborough's character hath been 


ſo variouſly drawn, and is indeed of ſo mixed a 
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nature in itſelf, that it is hard to pronounce on ei- 
ther ſide without the ſuſpicion of flattery or detrac- 


tion. I ſhall ſay nothing of his military accom- ; 
pliſhments, which the oppoſite reports of his friends 
and enemies among the ſoldiers have rendered pro- 
| blematical : but if he be among thoſe who delight 


in war, it is agreed to be, not for the reaſons com- 


mon with other generals. Thoſe maligners, who 
deny him perſonal valour, ſeem not to conſider, 


that this accuſation is charged at a venture; fince 
the perſon of a wiſe general is too ſeldom expoſed 


to form any judgment in the matter: and that fear, 
which is ſaid to have ſometimes diſconcerted him 


before an action, might probably be more for his 


army than for himſelf, He was bred in the height 
of what is called the Tory principle, and continued 
with a ſtrong bias that way, till the other party had 
bid higher for him than his friends could afford to 
give. His want of literature is in ſome ſort ſupplied 


by a good underſtanding, a degree of natural elo- 


cution, and that knowledge of the world which is 
learned in armies and courts. We are not to take 
the height of his ambition from his ſoliciting to be 
General for life: I am perſuaded his chief motive 
was the pay and perquiſites, by continuing the war; 
and that he had then no intentions of ſettling the 


crown in his family, his only ſon having been 


dead ſome years before. He is noted to be maſter 
of great temper, able to govern or very well to diſ- 
Auiſe his paſſions, which are all melted down or 
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extinguiſhed in his love of wealth. That liberality 
which nature has denied him, with reſpect of mo- 
ney, he makes up by a great profuſion of promiſes ; 
but this perfection, ſo neceſſary in courts, is not 
very ſucceſsful in camps among ſoldiers, who are 


not refined enough to underſtand or to reliſh it. 
His wife the ducheſs may juſtly challenge her 


© place i in this liſt. It is to her the duke is chiefly indebt- 
dd for his greatneſs and his fall; for above twenty 
x years ſhe poſſeſſed, without a Wien the favours of 
the moſt indulgent miſtreſs in the world, nor ever 
5 miſſed one ſingle opportunity that fell in her way 
of improving it to her own advantage. She hath 


: preſerved a tolerable court- reputation, with reſpect 
do love and gallantry ; but three furies reigned in her 


breaſt, the moſt mortal enemies of all ſofter pafſi- 
ons, which were ſordid avarice, diſdainful pride, 
and ungovernable rage; by the laſt of theſe often 
L breaking out in ſallies of the moſt unpardonable ö 
ſort, ſhe had long alienated her ſovereign's mind, 
before it appeared to the world. This lady is not 

without ſome degree of wit, and hath in her time 
| affected the character of it, by the uſual method of 
arguing againſt religion, and proving the doctrines 

| of Chriſtianity to be impoſſible and abſurd. Imagine 
| what ſuch a ſpirit, irritated by the loſs of power, 
favour, and employment, is dkpäble of acting of 
attempting, and then I have Kid enough” | 3 


The next in order to be mentioned is the earl of ; 


Godolphin : it is faid, he was originally intended for 
a trade, before his friends preferred him to be a 


* h „ "Page 
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page at court, which ſome have very unjuſtly ob- | | 
jected as a reproach, He hath riſen gradually in | 
four reigns, and was more conſtant to his ſecond | 
maſter king James, than ſome others who had re- 
_ ceived much greater obligations; for he attended | 
the abdicated king to the ſea-ſide, and kept con- 
ſtant cores with him till the day of his 
death. He always profeſſed a ſort of paſſion for 


the queen at St. Germain's; and his letters were | 


"on ee fs the ſtyle of what the French call double- N 
entendre. In a mixture of love and reſpect, he e 
uſed frequently to ſend her from hence little pre- 


ſents of thoſe things which are agreeable to ladies, 


for which he always aſked king William's leave, 
as if without her privity ; becauſe, if ſhe had known 
5 that circumſtance, it was to be ſuppoſed ſhe would 


not accept them. Phyſiognomiſts would hardly“ 


diſcover, by conſulting the aſpect of this lord, that 


his predominant paſſions were love and play; that 
he could ſometimes ſcratch out a ſong in praiſe of 


his miſtreſs with a pencil and card; or that he 
| hath tears at command, like a woman, to be uſed 


either in an intrigue of gallantry or politicks, His 


alliance with the arlborough family and his paſſi- 
on for the ducheſs, were the cords which drag- 
ged him into a party, whoſe principles he natural- 


ly diſliked and whaſe Haders he perſonally hated, 


zs they did him. life became a thorough con- F 


vert, by a perfe& trifle, taking fire at a nick- | 
# name [8] delivered by Dr. — with great 
ke! W 1 


in- 


ö indiſcretion from the pulpit, which he applied to him- 
ſelf: and this is one, among many inſtances given 
; by his enemies, a. — is none of his 


virtues. | 
The ear] of Sunderland 7 is another of that alli- 


ance. It ſeems to have been this gentleman's for- 


tune to have learned his divinity from his uncle, and 


1 his politicks from his tutor [Y. It may be thought a 


blemiſh in his character, that he hath much fallen 


ftom the height of thoſe republican principles with 
which he began; for in his father's life-time, while 


he was a member of the houſe of commons, he 
would often among his familiar ſriends refuſe the 
title of Lord (as he hath done to myſelf), ſwear he 
would never be called otherwiſe than Charles Spen- 
cer, and hoped to ſee the day when there ſhould 


þ not be a peer in England. His underſtanding, at 
the beſt, is of the middling ſize; neither hath he 
much improved it, either in reality, or, which is 


very unfortunate, even in the opinion of the world, 
by an over-grown library. It is hard to decide, 


, whether he learned that rough way of treating his | 
| ſovereign from the lady he is allied to, or whether 


it be the reſult of his own nature. The ſenſe of 
the injuries he bath done, renders him (as it is very 
natural) implacable towards thoſe to whom he 


hath given greateſt cauſe to complain; for which 
reaſon he will never forgive either the queen or the 
23 e treaſurer. 


Wo! Ds, 7 rimnel, fince Dine of Winton, 
E3 
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The earl of Wharton hath filled the province 


_ allotted him by his collegues, with ſufficiency 
equal to the ableſt of them all. He hath imbibed |} | 
his father's [Y principles! in government, but N ys 


his religion, and took up no other in its ſtead : 


cepting that circumſtance he is a firm Pol deter 
He is perfectly ſkilled in all the arts of managing 
at elections, as well as in large baits of pleaſure for 
making converts of young men of quality, upon 
their firſt appearance; in which public ſervice he 
contracted ſuch large debts, that his brethren were | 
forced, out of mere juſtice, to leave Ireland at his | 
mercy, where he had only time to ſet himſelf right. 
Although the graver heads of his party think him 
too profligate and abandoned, yet they dare not be 
aſhamed of him; for, beſides his talents above- men- 
| tioned, he is very uſeful in parliament, being a ready 
ſpeaker, and content to employ his gift upon ſuch _ 
occaſions where thoſe who conceive they have any 
remainder of reputation or modeſty are aſhamed to 
appear. In ſhort, he is an unconteſtable inſtance 
to diſcover the true nature of faction; ſince, being 
over-run with every quality which produceth con- 
tempt and hatred in all other commerce of the 
world, he hath notwithſtanding been able to make 
| fo conſiderable a figure. = „ 
The lord Cowper, although his merits are later DD 
than the reſt, deſerveth a rank in this great council. 


N > ſe 4 2 
1 * E * T3 Fo * A 
NOW) ne er 


He was conſiderable in the ſtation of a practiling 


[3] The earl Aled od a rigid ay%n ADH 
Wann. my | 2 | 
©  law- 


N 


1 
f 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 5; 
lawyer; butas he was raiſed to be a chancellor and 


a peer, without paſſing through any of the interme- 
| diate ſteps, which in late times had been the con- 


1 | ſtant practice, and little {killed in the nature of go- 
vernment, or the true intereſt of princes, further 
than the municipal or common law of England; 
his abilities, as to foreign affairs, did not equally 
appear in the council. Some former paſſages of 
| his life were thought to diſqualify him for that of- 
{ fice, by which he was to be the guardian of the 


queen's conſcience ; ; but theſe difficulties were ea- 


ſily over-ruled by the authors of his promotion, 
who wanted a perſon that would be ſubſervient to 
all their deſigns, wherein they were not diſappoint- 
ed. As to his other accompliſhments, he was what 
we uſually call a piece of a ſcholar, and a good lo- 
gical reaſoner, if this were not too often allayed by 
a fallacious way of managing an argument, which 
made him apt to deceive the unwary, and lome- 


times to deceive himſelf, _ 
The laſt to be ſpoken of } in this lift i is the earl of 


Nottingham, a convert and acquiſition to that party 


ſince their fall, to which he contributed his aſſiſt- 
ance, I mean his words, and probably his wiſhes; 
for he had always lived under the conſtant viſible 


profeſſion of principles, directly oppoſite to thoſe of 


his new friends: his vehement and frequent ſpeech- 7 


es againſt admitting the prince of Orange to the 


throne, are yet to be ſeen; and although a nume- 
rous family geve a ſpecious pretence to his love of 


power and money, for taking an —— under 
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that monarch ; yet he was allowed to have always | f 
kept a reſerve of allegiance to his exiled maſter, of 
which his friends produce ſeveral inſtances, and 


ſome while he was ſecretary of ſtate to king Wil- 


Tam. His outward regularity of life, his appearance | 
of religion, and ſeeming zeal for the church, as | | 
they are an effect, ſo they are the excuſe for that 
ſtiffneſs and formality with which his nature is 
| fraught. His aduſt complexion diipoſeth him to 
rigour and ſeverity, which his admirers palliate with | 
the name of zeal. No man had ever a ſincerer coun- 
tenance, or more truly repreſenting his mind and 
manners, He hath ſome knowledge in the law, 
very amply ſufficient to defend his property at leaſt: 


a facility of utterance, deſcended to him from his 


father, and improved by a few ſprinklings of litera- | 
ture, hath brought himſelf, and ſome few admi- | 
rers, into an opinion of his eloquence. He is every 
way inferior to his brother Guernſey, but chiefly in 
thoſe talents which he moſt values and pretends to; 
over whom, nevertheleſs, he preſerveth an aſcendant. 
His great ambition was to be the head of thoſe who 
were called the church-party ; and, indeed, his 
grave ſolemn deportment and countenance, ſecond- 
ed by abundance of profeſſions for their ſervice, had 
given many of them an opinion of his veracity, 
which he interpreted as their ſenſe of his judgement 
and wiſdom; and this miſtake laſted till the time of 
| his defection, of which it was partly the cauſe : 
but. £ then it & plloly appeared, . that he had not cre- 


dit 


n 


J 


n B * r N Y 8 1 % >” ATE 1 a 1 7 q - x 1 . * = ah webs FE b Tk 7 „ 8 3 N n 3 9 * . 5 2 38 n b 
0 00 I ²˙.ww˙ ˙ I ] ĩ QW · IR ont e ts, e eee FFP e π¹ Pi GET AE 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 55 
dit to bring over one ſingle proſelyte, to keep him- 


ſelf in countenance. 
| Theſe lineaments, however imperfectly drawn, 


may help the reader's imagination to conceive what 
ſort of perſons thoſe were, who had the boldneſs 
to encounter the queen and miniſtry, at the head 


of a great majority of the landed intereſt ; and 


this upon a point, where the quiet of her majeſty's 
reign, the ſecurity, or at leaſt the freedom, of her 
perſon, the lives of her moſt faithful friends, and 


the ſettling of the nation by a peace, were, in the x) 
conſequences, deeply concerned. 

During the dominion of the late men in power, 
addreſſes bad been procured from both houſes to the 
queen, repreſenting their opinion, that no peace 
could be ſecure for Britain, while Spain or the Weſt- 


Indies remained in the poſſeſſion of the Bourbon 


family: but her majeſty having, for reaſons which 
have been often told to the world, and which will 


not ſoon be forgotten, called a new parliament, and 


choſe a new ſett of ſervants, began to view things 
and perſons in another light. She conſidered the 


neceſſities of her people, the diſtant proſpect of a 


peace upon ſuch an improbable condition, which 
was never mentioned or underſtood in the grand 
alliance; the unequal burthen ſhe bore in the war, 
by the practices of the allies upon the corruption of 
ſome whom ſhe moſt truſted, or perhaps by thßge 
practices of theſe upon the allies ; and, laſtly, by 
the changes which death had brought about in the 


* and Bourbon families. Upon all which 


. | motives, 
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motives, ſhe was prevailed upon to receive ſome 
overtures from France, in behalf of herſelf and the 


whole confederacy. The ſeveral ſteps of this ne- 
gociation, from its firſt riſe to the time I am now 


writing, ſhall be related in another part of this Hiſ- 


| tory. Let it ſuffice for the preſent to ſay, that ſuch 


| Propoſals were received from France as were thought 


ſufficient by our court whereupon to appoint tine 
and place for a general treaty ; and ſoon after the 
opening of the ſeſſion, the biſhop of [i] Briſtol, 
lord privy-ſeal, was diſpatched to Utrecht, where 


he and the earl of Strafford were appointed pleni- 
potentiaries for the queen of Great Britain. 
The managers of the diſcontented party, who, 


during the whole ſummer, had obſerved the motions |. 
of the court running faſt towards a peace, began | 

to gather up all their forces, in order to oppoſe her | 
ma jeſty's deſigns, when the parliament ſhould meet. 


Their only ſtrength was in the houſe of lords, 
where the queen had a very crazy majority, made 
up by thoſe whoſe hearts were in the other intereſt ; 


but whoſe fears, expectations, or immediate depen- 
dance, had hitherto kept them within bounds, | 


There were two lords, upon whoſe abilities and 


influence, of a very different nature, the managers 
built their ſtrongeſt hopes. The firſt was the 
duke of Somerſet, maſter of the horſe. This duke, 5 


as well as his ducheſs, was in a good degree of 


favour with the queen, upon the ſcore of. ſome _ 
Sinti and reſpects her majeſty had received from 
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them, while ſhe was princeſs, For ſome years 
after the Revolution, he never appeared at court, 
H L but was looked upon as a favourer of the 
g abdicated family; and it was the late earl of 
Rocheſter who firſt preſented him to king William. 
However, ſince the time he came into employment, 
which was towards the cloſe of the laſt reign, he 
. hath been a conſtant zealous member of the other 
2} party; but never failed in either attendance or reſ— 
pect towards the queen's perſon, or, at moſt, only 
| threatened ſometimes, that he would ſerve no longer, 
while ſuch or ſuch men were employed ; which, 
as things went then, was not reckoned any offence 
at all againſt duty or good behaviour. He had 
been much careſſed and flattered by the lords of the 
]uncto [&], who ſometimes went ſo far as to give 
him hopes of the crown, in reverſion to his family, 
upon failure of the houſe of Hanover. All this work 
ed ſo far upon his imagination, that he affected to 
appear the head of their party, to which his talents 
| were no way proportioned ; for they ſoon grew 
| weary of his indigeſted ſchemes, and his imperious | 
manner of obtruding them: they began to drop 
him at their meetings, or contradicted him, with 
little ceremony, when he happened to be there, 
which his haughty nature was not able to brook. 
Thus a mortal quarrel was kindled between him 
: and the whole aſſembly of party-leaders ; ; ſo that, 
upon the queen's firſt intentions of changing her 
; miniſtry, ſoon after the tryal of Dr. Sacheverel, 


le] A cant name given to five Lords of that party. 


hne 


6o HISTORY OF THE FOUR 


he appointed ſeveral meetings with Mr. Harley 
alone, in the moſt private manner, in places and 
at times leaſt liable to ſuſpicion. He employed all 


his credit with the queen to drive on the removal of 
my 5 Godolphin, and the reſt; and, in the coun- 
cil, treated the ſmall remainder, who continued 
FS time longer i in their places, with all poſſible 
marks of hatred or diſdain, But when the queſtion 
came for diſſolving the parliament, he ſtopt ſhort : 
he had already ſatiated his reſentments, which were 
not againſt things, but perſons: he furiouſly oppo- 
ſed that counſel, and promiſed to undertake for the 
parliament himſelf. When the queen had declared 
her pleaſure for the diſſolution, he flew off in great- 
er rage than ever; oppoſed the court in all elections, 


where he had influence or power; and made very 


humble advances to reconcile himſelf with the diſ- 
carded lords, eſpecially the earl of Godolphin, who 
is reported to have treated him at Newmarket in a 
moſt contemptuous manner. But the ſincerity of 
his repentance, which appeared manifeſtly in the 
firſt ſeſſion of the new parliament, and the uſe he 
| might be of by his own remaining credit, or rather 
chat of his ducheſs, with the queen, at Jength begat 


a reconcilement. He ſtill kept his employment, 
and place in the cabinet-council ; but had never 


appeared there, from an avowed diſlike of all perſons 

and proceedings. It happened, about the end of ſum- 
mer, 1711, at Windſor, when the cabinet- council was 
ſummoned, this duke, whether by directions from 
bis teachers, « or the inſtability of his nature, took a 


fancy 


2 
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1 fancy to reſume his place, and a chair was brought 
1 accordingly ; upon which Mr. ſecretary St. John 
| refuſed to afliſt, and gave his reaſons, that he would 


never fit in council with a man who had fo often 
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betrayed them, and was openly engaged with a 
faction which endeavoured to obſtruct all her majeſty's 
| meaſures. Thus the council was put off to next day, 
and the duke made no farther attempts to be there. 
But, upon this incident, he declared open war 
againſt the miniſtry, and, from that time to the 
ſeſſion, employed himſelf in ſpiriting up ſeveral 
depending lords to adhere to their friends, when 
an occaſion ſhould offer. The arguments he made 
ule of, were, that thoſe in power deſigned to maxe 
an ignominious and unſecure peace, without con- 
ſulting the allies; that this could be no otherwiſe 
prevented than by an addreſs from the Lords, to 
ſignify their opinion, that no peace could be hon- 
ourable or ſecure, while Spain or the Meſl-Indies 
remained in any of the Bourbon family: upon 
which ſeveral farther reſolutions and inquiries would 
naturally follow; that the differences between the 
two houſes, upon this point, muſt either be made 
up by the commons agreeing with the lords, or muſt 
end in a diſſolution, which would be followed by 
a return of the old miniſtry, who, by the force 
of money and management, could eaſily get ano- 
ther parliament to their wiſhes. He abe aſſured 
them boldly, that the queen herſelf was at the bot- 
tom of this deſign, and had empowered him to de- 
ſire their votes again the peace, as a point that 
| would 
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would be for her ſervice ; and therefore, they need | | 
not be in pain upon account of their penſions, or | - 
any farther marks of favour they expected. Thus, | 
by reviving the old art of uſing her majeſty's autho- | | 
rity againſt her perſon, he prevailed over ſome, | 
who were not otherwiſe in a ſtation of life to oppoſe 
the crown ; and his proſelytes may pretend to ſome 
ſhare of pity, ſince he offered for an argument his 
own example, who kept his place and favour, | 
after all he had done deſerved the loſs of both. 

The other lord, in whom the diſcontented man- 


agers placed much of their hopes, was the earl of 


Nottingham, already mentioned; than whom. no 
man ever appeared to hate them more, or to be 
more pleaſed at their fall, partly from bis avowed 
principles, but chiefly from the hopes he had of 
iharing in their ſpoils. © Bat it fell out, that he 
was no way acceptable to the queen or her new 
ſervants: theſe apprehended no little trouble and 
impediment to the public buſineſs, from his reſt- 
Jeſs, talkative, overweening manner, if once he 
was ſuffered to have any part in affairs; and he 
| ſtood very ill with the court, having made a moti- 
on in the houſe.of lords, and in her majeſty's pre- 
ſence, that the electorial prince of Hanover might 
be invited to refide in Exgland, although he had be- 
fore declared to the queen how much he was 
againſt that propoſal, when it was firſt offered by 
the other party: However, ſocks very eee 
os hats had dear gien to his neareſt relati- 
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ly reſented that diſappointment. 
Newcaſile, Lord privy-ſeal, dying ſome time after, 
he found that office was firſt deſigned for the earl 
of Jerſey, and, upon this lord's ſadden death, was 
actually diſpoſed of to the biſhop of Briſtol: by 


ons; and he had one or two offers for himſelf, 
which he thought fit to refuſe, as not equal to his 


merits and character. Upon the earl of Rocheſter's 


deceaſe, he conceived that the crown would hardly 
overlook him for preſident of the council, and deep- 


which he plainly ſaw, that the queen was determin- 
ed againſt giving him any opportunity of directing 


in affairs, or diſplaying his eloquence in the cabi- 


net- council. He had now ſhaken off all remains of 


| patience or temper; and, from the contemplation 
of his own diſappointments, fell, 


as 1t 1s natural, 
to find fault with the public management, and to 


aſſure kis neighbours in the country, that the nati- 
on was in imminent danger of being ruined, 
diſcontented lords were ſoon appriſed of this great 
change ; ; and the duke of Roxborough, the els ſon- 


in-law, was diſpatched to Burleigh on the Hill, to cul- 


tivate his preſent diſpoſitions, and offer him what- 
ever terms he pleaſed to inſiſt on. The earl imme- 


diately agreed to fall in with any meaſures for diſ- 


treſſing or deſtroying the miniſtry: but, in order to 
preſerve his reputation with the church- party, and 


perhaps bring them over to his intereſts, he propoſed, 


that a bill ſhould be brought into the houſe of lords 
for preventing occaſional conformity, and be una- 
' vimouſly agreed to -- £ all the peers of the low- 

| in church” - 
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But the duke of 
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church principle, which would convince the world 


of their good intentions to the eſtabliſhed religion; 
and that their oppoſitions to the court wholly pro- 
ceeded from their care of the nation, — concern 
for its honour and ſafety. 


Theſe preparations were public enough, and the 


miniſters had ſufficient time to arm themſelves ; 
but they ſeem to have acted, in this juncture, like 
men who truſted to the goodneſs of their cauſe, | 
and the general inclinations of the kingdom, rather 
than to thoſe arts which our corruptions have too 
often made neceſſary, Calculations were indeed 
taken, by which it was computed, that there 
would be a majority of ten upon the ſide of the 
court, I remember to have told my lord Harcourt, 
and Mr. Prior, that a majority of ten was only a 
majority of five, becauſe if their adverſaries could 
bring off five, the number would be equal: and | 
ſo it happened to prove; for the miſtake lay in 


counting upon the bare promiſes of thoſe who were 


wholly in the intereſt of the old miniſtry, and were 
only kept in awe by the fear of offending the crown, 
and loſing their ſubſiſtence, wherein the duke of 
Somerſet had given them full ſatisfa&tion, ' 
| With theſe diſpoſitions of both parties, and fears 
and hopes of the event, the parliament met upon 
the 7th of December, 1711. The queen's ſpeech _ 
| (excepting what related to ſupplies) was chiefly ta- 
ken up in telling both houſes what progreſs ſhe had 
made towards a a general 2 and ber hopes of 
5 bringing 
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bringing it to a ſpeedy concluſion. As ſoon as her 
'! majeſty was withdrawn, the houſe of lords, ina 
committee, reſolved upon an addreſs of thanks; to 
' which the earl of Nottingham propoſed an addition of 5 
the following clauſe: _ 
And we do beg leave to repreſent it to your 

s majeſty, as the humble opinion and advice of 
this houſe, that no peace can be ſafe or honour- 
aa ble to Great Britain and Europe, if Spain and 
| © the Maſli-Indies are to be allotted to any branch 
of the houſe of Bourbon,” 


He was ſeconded by the earl of Scarborough ; and, — 


| after a debate of ſeveral hours, the queſtion for the 

| clauſe was carried, as I remember, by not above 
two voices. The next day, the houſe agreed with 
the committee, The depending lords (having ta- 
ken freſh courage from their principals, and ſome 
who profeſſed themſelves very humble ſervants to 
| the. preſent miniſtry, and enemies to the former) 
went along with the ſtream, pretending not to ſes 
ö the conſequences that muſt viſibly follow. The 
| addreſs was preſented on the eleventh, to which her 
| majeſty's anſwer was ſhort and dry, She diſtin- 
| guiſhed their thanks from the reſt of the piece; and, 

in return to lord Nettingbam's clauſe, ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
de ſorry that any body could think he would not 
do her utmoſt to recover Spain and the I pl. Indies 
from the houſe of Bourbon. 


Upon the 15th of December, the earl of Netting- 


| ham likewiſe brought 1 in the bill to prevent occaſi- 
| onal conter * — under a W oo p—_— 
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which met with no oppoſition ; but was ſwallowed | 
by thoſe very lords, who always appeared with the | 
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But in the houſe of commons there appeared 23 
very different ſpirit; for when one Mr. Robert Wal- f 
pole offered a clauſe of the fame nature with that of! 
the earl of Nottingham, it was rejected with con-“ 
tempt by a very great majority. Their addreſs was 1 
in the moſt dutiful manner, approving of what her! 


majeſty had done towards a peace, and truſting in- Z 


tirely to her wiſdom in the future management of it.. 
This addreſs was preſented to the queen a day be- | 
fore that of the lords, and received an anſwer di- 
ſtinguiſhedly gracious, But the other party was no! 
ways diſcouraged by either anſwer, which they! 
looked upon as only matter of courſe, and the ſenſe Þ_ 


of the miniſtry, contrary to that of the queen. 


The parliament ſat as long as the approach- 1 
ing feſtival would allow; and upon the 22d, the 


land- tax and occaſional bills having received | 


the royal aſſent, the houſe of commons adjourned N | 
to the 14th of January following: but the adjourn-Þ 


ment of the lords was only to the 2d, the prevail- 
ing party there being in haſte to purſue the conſe- £ 


quences of the earl of Nottingham s clauſe, which 


they hoped would end in the ruin of the treaſurer, , 


and overthrow the miniſtry ; and therefore took 


the advantage of this interval, that they might not 


be diſturbed * the commons. 


When J 
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When this addreſs againſt any peace without 
Spain, &c. was carried in the houſe of lords, it is 


not eaſy to deſcribe the effects it had upon moſt 


mens paſſions. 
' triumphed loudly, and without any reſerve, as if 
the game were their own. 
was obſerved in the houſe to ſmile, and put his hands 
to his neck when any of the miniſtry was ſpeaking, 
by which he would have it underſtood that ſome 
heads were in danger. 
began already with great zeal and officiouſneſs to 
\ proſecute authors and printers of weekly and other 
[2 papers, writ in defence of the adminiſtration : in 
| ſhort, joy and vengeance fat viſible i in every coun- 
tenance of that party. 


The partiſans of the old miniſtry 


The earl of Wharton 


Parker, the chief. juſtice, 


On the other ſide, all well-wiſhers to the queen, 


the church, or the peace, were equally dejected; and 


the treaſurer ſtood the foremoſt mark both of his 


enemies fury, and the cenſure of his friends: 


among the latter, ſome imputed this fatal miſcarriage 
to his procraſtinating nature; others, to his unmea- 
ſurable public thrift: both parties agreed, that a 
firſt miniſter, with very moderate {kill in affairs, 
might eaſily have governed the event: and ſome 
began to doubt, whether the great fame of his abi- 
| lities, acquired in other ſtations, were what he juſt- 
ly deſerved: all this he knew well enough, 15 
heard it with great phlegus; neither did it make 


any alteration i in his countenance or humour. 


He 


[ told Monſieur Buys, th Dutch envoy, two days 
8 NE the parliament. ſat, that he was ſorry for 
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what was like to paſs, becauſe the States would be 


the firſt ſufferers, which he deſired the envoy to! 
remember: and to his neareſt friends, who appear- 13 
ed in pain about the publick or themſelves, he only 


ſaid that all would be well, and deſired them x not to 


be fri ghted. 


It was, 1 conceire, upon theſe motives, that 


the treaſurer adviſed her majeſty to create twelve 
new lords, and thereby diſable the ſting of faction 
for the reſt of her life-time : this promotion was 


ſo ordered, that a third part were of thoſe on whom, 


or their poſterity, the peerage would naturally 
devolve; and the reſt were ſuch, whoſe merit, 


birth, and Fortunes. could admit of no a I 
tion. | i 
The adverſe arty; being thus driven down by 


open force, had nothing left but to complain, 
which they loudly did; that it was a pernicious 


example ſet for ill princes to follow, who, by the 


ſame rule, might make at any time an hundred 
as well as twelve, and by theſe means become 
| maſters of the houſe of lords whenever they pleaſed, 


which would be dangerous to our liberties. To 
this it was e that ill princes ſeldom trouble 


themſelves to look for precedents; that men of 
great eſtates will not be leſs fond of preſerving their 
liberties when they are created peers ; that in ſuch 
2 government as this, where the prince holds the 


balance between two great powers, the nobility 


; and people, it is the very nature of his office to re- 


move from one ſcale into the other, or ſometimes 
ö N 


| ; ſing this bill. 
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put his own weight in the lighteſt, ſo as to bring 
both to an equilibrium; and laſlly, that the other 


| party had been above twenty years corrupting the 
nobility with republican principles, which nothing 
but the royal prerogative could hinder from over- 


ſpreading us. 
The conformity- bill above- mentioned \ was pre- 


g pared by the earl of Nottingham before the parlia- 


ment met, and brought in at the ſame time with 
the clauſe againſt peace, according to the bargain 
made between him and his new friends : this, he 


hoped, would not only ſave his credit with the 
cChurch-party, but bring them over to his politicks, 
ſince they muſt needs be convinced, that, inſtead 


of changing his own principles, he had prevailed 
on the greateſt enemies to the eſtabliſhed religion 


to be the firſt movers in a law for the perpetual ſet- 
tlement of it. 
what reſignation the Juncto Lords (as they were 
then called) were ſubmitted to by their adherents 
and followers ; for it is well known, that the chief 
among the diſſenting teachers in town were conſult- 
| ed upon this affair, and ſuch arguments uſed, as 
had power to convince them, that nothing could 


Here it was worth obſerving, with 


be of greater advantage to their cauſe then the paſ- 
I did, indeed, ſee a letter at that 
time from one of them to a great [l] man, com- 
plaining that they were betrayed and undone by _ 


ö their pretended friends; but they were in general 


00 It was to the Treafurer himſelf, 
F I 
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very well ſatisfied upon promiſes that this law ſhould 


ſoon be repealed, and others more in their favour 
_ enacted, as ſoon as their friends Thould be re · 


eſtabliſhed. 
But nothing ſeemed more extraordinary than the 


event of this refined management, by which the 
earl of Nottingham was ſo far from bringing over 


proſelytes (wherein his abilities fell very ſhort even 


of the Duke of Somerſet's) or preſerving the reputa- 


tion of a firm churchman, that very few people 


did ſo much as imagine he had any ſuch deſign ; 
only when he brought in the bill, they conceived it 


was ſome wonderful deep reach of politicks, which 
they could not comprehend ; however, they liked the 


thing, and without troubling themſelves about the Þ 
perſons or motives from whence it roſe, it had a very |Þ 
| ſpeedy paſſage through both houſes. It muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, that ſome attempt of this nature was much more 


neceſſary to the leaders of that party, than is general- 


ly thought. The defire of power and revenge was 
common to them all; but ſeyeral among them | 
were alſo conſcious that they ſtood in need of pro- 
tection, whoſe. ſaſety was therefore concerned in 


the deſign of ruining the miniſtry, as well as their 


ambition. The duke of Marlborough foreſaw thoſe 


examinations, which were afterwards made into 


ſome parts of his management, and was apprehen- 
| five of a great deal more; that the parliament would 
perhaps enquire into the 1 of the negociation 
at the Hague in 1709; for what ends, and by whoſe 
advice, the Rereßtten of peace from France were 


rejected: 8 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. yr 
rejected: beſides, he dreaded leſt that myſterious 


policy might be laid open to the world, of deſiring 


the queen to conſtitute him General for life, which 


was a very tender point, and would admit of much 


proof. It is true, indeed, that whilſt the duke 
affair was under the conſideration of the houſe o 
commons, one of his creatures [n] (whether by di- 


rection or otherwiſe) aſſured the ſpeaker, with a ve- 
ry ſerious countenance, that the world was miſta- 
ken in cenſuring his lord upon this article; for it 


was the queen who preſſed the duke to accept that 
commiſſion ; and upon his humble refuſal conceived 


her firſt diſpleaſure againſt him. How ſuch a defence 


would have paſled, if it had been offered in form, is 
ce eaſier to be conceived, than how any perſon in his 
' wits could have the confidence to affirm it; which 
1 laſt would indeed be hard to ana, if there were 5 


any room left for doubt. 


The earl of Godolphin wanted protection, not- 


withſtanding the act of general pardon, which had 


been procured by his credit, and was principally 
| calculated for his own ſecurity. He knew that his 
long neglect of compelling the accomptants to paſs 
their accompts, might be puniſhed as a breach of 
truſt. He had run * kingdom into immenſe debts, 
by taking up ſtores for the navy upon a vaſt diſ- 
count, without parliamentary ſecurity; for which 
he could be able to plead neither law nor neceſſityj: 
and he had given way, at leaſt, to ſome proceed- 


I cr, father to the Secretary. | 


F 7 | | mon ings, | 
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ings, not very juſtifiable, in relation to remittan- 
ces of money, whereby the publick had ſuffered con- 
ſiderable loſſes. The Barrier-treaty ſat heavy upon 
the lord Townſend's ſpirits, becauſe, it it ſhould be 
- laid before the houſe of commons, whoever negoti- 
| ated that affair might be ſubje& to the moſt ſevere |Þ_ 
animadverſions: and the earl of hartm's admini- Þ 
ſtration in Ireland was looked upon as a ſufficient ? 
ground to impeach him, at leaſt, for high crimes | 
and miſdemeanors || | = | 
The managers in Holland were eee ap- 13 
| prized of all this; and Monſieur Buys, their mini- 
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ſter here, took care to cultivate that good corre- 


ſpondence between his maſters and their Engliſb 


ſriends, which became two confederates purſuing 
| the ſame end, 


This man had been formerly agent { in Eng- 


land from that republick, and underſtood a little of 
our language. His proficiency in learning has been 
ſuch, as to furniſh now and then a Latin quotati- 
on, of which he is as liberal as his ſtock will ad- 
mit. His knowledge in government reaches no far- 
ther than that of his own country, by which he 
forms and cultivates matters of ſtate for the reſt of 
the world. His reaſonings upon politicks are with : 
great profuſion at all meetings ; and he leaves the 
company with entire ſatisfaction that he hath fully 
convinced them. He is well provided with that 
inferior ſort of cunning, which is the growth of his 
country, of a ſtandard with the genius of the peo—-— 

ple, and capable of being tranaſeered. into every con- 

| dition = 


dition of life among them, from the Boor to the 


Burgomaſter, He came into England with inftruc- 
tions authoriſing him to accommodate all differen- 
ces between her majeſty and the States; but having 
firſt adviſed with the confederate lords, he aſſured 


the miniſtry he had powers to hear their propoſals, 


but none to conclude : and having repreſented to his 
maſters what had been told him by the adverſe par- 
ty, he prevailed with them to revoke his powers, 


| ; He found the intereſt of thoſe who withſtood the 
court, would exactly fall in with the deſigns of the 


States, which were to carry on the war as they could, 


at our expence, and to ſee themſelves at the head of 
a treaty of peace, whenever they were diſpoſed to 
apply to France, or to receive overtures from thence. 
The Emperor, upon many powerful reaſons, 
| was utterly averſe from all councils which aimed at 
| putting an end to the war, without delivering him 


the whole dominion of Spain; nay, the elector of 


Hanover himſelf, although preſumptive heir to the 
; cron of England, and obliged by all ſorts of ties to 
cultivate her majeſty's friendſhip, was ſo far decei- 
ved by miſrepreſentations from hence, that he ſeem- 
dd to ſuffer Monſieur Bothmar, his envoy here, to 


print and publiſh a memorial in Engliſb, directly 
diſapproving all her majeſty's proceedings; which 


memorial, as appeareth by the ſtyle and manner of 
it, was all drawn up, or at leaſt digeſted, by ſome 


party-pen on this ſide of the water, 
Cautious writers, in order to avoid 1 or 


£ danger, and to preſerve the reſpect even due to fo- 


. reign 
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reign princes, do uſually charge the wrong ſteps in 


a court altogether upon the cerfors employed ; but 


I ſhould have taken a ſecurer method, and have been | 


wholly filent in this point, if I had not then con- 
cCeived ſome hope, that his electoral highneſs might 
poſſibly have been a ſtranger to the memorial of his 
reſident: for, firſt, the manner of delivering it to 


the ſecretary of ſtate was out of all form, and al- 


moſt as extraordinary as the thing itſelf. Monſieur 
HBothmar, having obtained an hour of Mr, ſecretary 
St. John, talked much to him upon the ſubject ot 
which that memorial conſiſts ; and upon going 


away, deſired he might leave a paper with the ſe- 


_ eretary, which he ſaid contained the ſubſtance of 


what he had been diſcourſing. This paper Mr. St. 
John laid aſide, among others of little conſequence 3 


and a few days after aw a memorial in print, which 


he found upon comparing to be the ſame with what 


Botlunar had left. 


| During this ſhort receſs of 3 and upon 


the 5th day of January, prince Eugene of Savoy land- 


ed in England. Before he left his ſhip, he aſked 


a perſon who came to meet him, whether the new 
lords were made, and what was their number? He 
was attended through the ſtreets with a mighty rab- 
dle of people to St. James s, where Mr. ſecretary St. 
Fohn introduced him to the queen, who received 
him with great civility. His arrival had been long 


expected, and the project of his journey had as long 


deen formed here by the party-leaders, in concert | 
With monſicur Buys md monſieur Bothmar, the Dutch 


and 
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and Hanover envoys. This prince brought over 
credentials from the emperor, with offers to 
continue the war upon a new foot, very advan- 


tageous to Britain; part of which, by her majeſty's 


commands, Mr. S:. John ſoon after produced to 

the houſe of commons, were they were rejected, 
not without ſome indignation, by a great majority. 
The emperor's propoſals, as far as they related to 


Spain, were communicated to the houſe in the 


words following; 


4 His imperial majeſty zelten that fort y thouſand 


FF « men will be ſufficient for this ſervice ; and that 


« the whole expence of the war in Spain may 


6 amount to four millions of crowns, towards which 


ce his imperial majeſty offers to make up the troops, 


ce which he has i in that country, to thirty thouſand 
© men, and to take one million of crowns upon 


60 himſelf.“ 


On the other ſide, the boat of commons voted a 


third part of thoſe four millions as a ſufficient quota 


for her majeſty toward that ſervice; for it was ſup- . 
boſed the emperor ought to bear the preateſt pro- 


portion in a point that 10 nearly concerned him; or 


at leaſt, that Britain contributing one third, the 


other two might be paid by his imperial majeſty 


. and the States, as they could ſettle it between them. 
] The deſign of prince Eugene journey, was to 
* raiſe a ſpirit in the . and people for continu- 
ing the war; for nothing was thought impoſuble to 
a prince of ſuch high reputation in arms, in great 


favour with the emperor, and impowered to make 


ſuch 
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ſuch propoſals from his maſter, as the miniſtry durſt 
not reject, It appeared by an intercepted letter from 


_ count Gallas {formerly the emperor's envoy here), 
that the prince was wholly left to his liberty of ma- 


king what offers he pleaſed in the emperor's name; 
for if the parliament could once be brought to raiſe 


funds, and the war go on, the miniſtry here muſt 


be under a neceſſity of applying and expending thoſe Þþ 
funds; and the emperor could afterwards find twen- 
ty reaſons and excuſes, as he had hitherto done, 
for not furniſhing his quota: therefore prince Ex- 


gene, for ſome time, kept himſelf within generals, 
until, being preſſed to explain himſelf upon that 
particular of the war in Spain, which the houſe of 


Auſtria pretended to have moſt at heart, he made 


the offer above-mentioned, as a moſt extraordinary 
effort; and ſo it was, conſidering how little they | 
had ever done before, towards recovering that mo- 


narchy to themſelves: but, ſhameful as theſe pro- 
poſals were, few believed the emperor would ob- 
ſerve them, or, indeed, that he ever intended to 


| ſpare ſo many men as would make up an army of 


thirty thouſand men, to be employed 1 in Spain. 
Prince £ugene's viſit to his friends in England con- 


tinued longer than was expected ; he was every day 


entertained magnificently by perſons of quality of 


both parties; he went frequently to the treaſurer, 
and ſometimes affected to do it in private; he viſit- 
ed the other miniſters and great officers of the 


court, but on all occaſions publicly owned the cha- 


racer and appellation of a Whig; and, in ſecret, | 
* . 
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Ll held continual meetings with the duke of Marlbo- 


rough, and the other diſcontented lords, where M. 


| Bethmar uſually aſſiſted. It is the great ambition 
of this prince to be perpetually cngaged in war, 
without conſidering the cauſe or contequence z ; and 


to ſee himſelf at the head of an army, where on- 


ly he can make any conſiderable figure. He is not 
5 without a natural tincture of that cruelty, ſome 
time charged upon the ialians; and being nurſed 
in arms, Ras ſo far extinguiſhed pity and remorſe. _ 
that he will at any time ſacrifice a thouſand mens 
lives, to a caprice of glory or revenge. He had 
| conceived an incurable hatred for the treaſurer, as 
the perſon who principally oppoſed this inſatiable 
paaſſion for war; ſaid he had hopes of others, but that 
the treaſurer was un mechant diable, not to be mo- 
ved; therefore, ſince it was impoſſible for him or 
his friends to compaſs their deſigns, while that mi- 
niſter continued at the head of affairs, he propoſed 
an expedient, often practiſed by thoſe of his coun- 
try, that the treaſurer (to uſe his own expreſſion) 
ſhould be taken off, d la negligence; that this might 
eaſily be done, and paſs for an effect of chance, if it 


were preceded by encouraging ſome proper people 
to commit ſmall riots in the night: and in ſeveral 


parts of the town, a crew of obſcure ruffians were 


accordingly employed about that time, who pro- 


| bably exceeded their commiſſion ; and mixing them- 

| ſelves with thoſe diſorderly people that often 
infeſt the ſtreets at midnight, acted inhuman out- 

rages on n many perſons, whom they ct cut and man- 


gled 
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oled in the face and arms, and other parts of the 
body, without any provocation; but an effectual 
ſtop was ſoon put to thoſe enormities, which pro- 
bably prevented the execution of the main deſign. 
I am very ſenfible, that ſuch an imputation ought 
not to be charged upon any perſon whatſoever, up- 
on ſlight Son or doubtful ſurmiſes; and that 
thoſe who think I am able to produce no better, 
will judge this paſſage to be fitter for a libel than a 
hiſtory; but as the account was given by more 
than one perſon who was at the meeting, ſo it was 
confirmed paſt all contradiction by ſeveral intercept- 
ed letters and papers: and it is moſt certain, that 
the rage of the defeated party, upon their frequent 
diſappointments, was ſo far inflamed, as to make 
them capable of ſome counſels yet more violent and 
deſperate than this, which, however, by the vigl- | | 
lance of thoſe near the perſon of her majeſty, g 
were happily prevented. | 
On the Zoth day of December, 1711, the duke 
of Marlborough was removed from all his employ- 


ments: the duke of Ormond ſucceeding him as gene- 


ral, both here and in Flanders. This proceeding 
of che court (as far as it related to the duke of 
Marlborough) was much cenſured both at home 
and abroad, and by ſome who did not wiſh ill to 
the preſent ſituation of affairs. There were few 
examples of a commander being diſgraced, after 
an uninterrupted courſe of ſucceſs for many years 
againſt a e My 3 and this before a period 


_ Was 


1 
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was put to the war: thoſe who had leaſt eſteem 


for his valour and conduct, thought it not prudent 
to remove a general, whole troops were perpetual- 


© ly victorious, while he was at their head; becauie 
this had infuſed into his ſoldiers an opinion that 
they ſhould always conquer, and into the enemy 
that they ſhould always be beaten; than which 
nothing is held to be of greater moment, either in 
' theprogreſs of a war or upon the day of battle; 
and I have good grounds to affirm, that theſe rea- 
ſeons had ſufficient weight with the queen and mini- 
ſtry to have kept the duke of Marlborough in his poſt, 
if a way could have been found out to have done it 
with any aſſurance of ſafety to the nation. It is the 


misfortune of princes, that the effects of their diſ- 


pleaſure make uſually much more noiſe than the cauſes: 


thus, the ſound of the duke's fall was heard farther 


than many of the reaſons which made it neceſſary ; 
whereof though ſome were viſible enough, yet others 
lay more in thedark. Upon theduke's laſt return from 
Flanders, he had fixed his arrival to town {whether 
dy accident or otherwiſe) upon the 17th of November, 
called queen Elizabeth's day, when great numbers 
of his creatures and admirers had thought fit to re- 
vive an old ceremony among the rubble, of bura- 
ing the pope in effigy; for the performance of 
which with more ſolemnity, they had made ex- 
traordinary preparations. From the ſeveral cir- 


cumſtances of the expence of this intended pagean- 


uy „and of the perſons who promoted it, the court, 
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apprehenſive of a deſign to inflame the common 
people, thought fit to order, that the ſeveral figures 


ſhould be ſeized as popiſh trinkets, and guards 


were ordered to patrole, for preventing any tumul- 


tuous aſſemblies. Whether this frolick were only 
intended for an affront to the court, or whether it 


had a deeper meaning, I muſt leave undetermined. 


The duke, in his own nature, is not much turned | 
to be popular; and in his flouriſhing times, when- | 


ever he came back to England upon the cloſe of a 


campaign, he rather affected to avoid any concourſe 
of the mobile, if they had been diſpoſed to attend 
him; therefore ſo very contrary a proceeding at 5 


this juncture, made it ſuſpected as if he had a deſign 
to have placed himſelf at their head. France, po- 
pery, the pretender, peace without Spain, were the 
words to be given about at this mock-parade ; and 


if what was confidently aſſerted be true, that a re- 
port was to have been ſpread at the ſame time of 


| the queen's death, no man can 1 tell what might have 
been the event. 


But this attempt, to whatever ourpoſes intended: 
5 proving wholly abortive by the vigilance of thoſe in 

power, the duke's arrival was without any noiſe or 
conſequence; and upon conſulting with his friends, 
he ſoon fell in with their new ſcheme for prevent- 
ing the peace. It was believed by many perſons, 


that the miniſters might, with little difficulty, have 
brought him over, if they had pleaſed to make a 


' Tow " 


trial; for as he would probably have accepted any 
25 terms 


* 
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terms to continue in a ſtation of ſuch prodigious 
profit, ſo there was ſufficient room to work upon 
bis fears, of which he is ſeldom unprovided (I mean 
only in his political capacity), and his infirmity very 
much increaſed by his unmeaſurable poſleſſions, 
which have rendered him, ip/igue onerique timentem; 
but reaſon, as well as the event, proved this to be 
a a miſtake: for the miniſters, being determined to 
3 bring the war to as ſpeedy an iſſue as the honour 
and ſafety of their country would permit, could 
not poſſibly recompenſe the duke for the mighty 
incomes he held by the continuance of it. Then 
dhe other party had calculated their numbers; and 
by the acceſſion of the earl of Nottingham, whoſe 
example they hoped would have many followers, 
and the ſucceſsful ſolicitations of the duke of Somer- 

; fet, found they were ſure of a majority in the houſe 
of lords: fo that, in this view of circumſtances, _ 
the duke of Marlborough thought he acted with 

[ ſecurity, as well as advantage : he therefore boldly 
| fell, with his whole weight, into the deſign of ruin- 
ing the miniſtry at the expence of his duty to his ſo- 
vereign, and the welfare of his country, after the - 
mighty obligations he had received from both, 
* Whig and Tory were now no longer the diſpute, 
but the queen or the duke of Marlborough: he was 
I at the head of all the cabals and conſults with Both- 
nar, Buys, and the diſcontented lords. He forgot 
ö that government of his paſſion, for which his ad- 
Vor. XV. e mirers oF, 
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mirers uſed to celebrate him, fell into all the im- 
potences of anger and violence upon every party- 
debate: ſo that the queen found herſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity, either, on the one ſide, to ſacrifice thoſe 
friends, who had ventured their lives in reſcuing 
her out of the power of ſome, whole former treat- 
ment ſhe had little reaſon to be fond of, to put an 
end to the progreſs ſhe had made towards a peace, 
and diſſolye her parliament; or, on the other ſide, 
by removing one perſon from ſo great a truſt, to get 
clear of all her difficulties at once: her majeſty 
therefore determined upon the latter, as the ſhorter 
and ſafer courſe ; and, during the receſs at Chri/imas, 
ſent the duke a Jetier, to tell him ſhe had no farther 
occaſion for his ſervice, 
There hath not perhaps in the ods age 
been a clearer inſtance to ſhew the inſtability of 
| greatneſs which is not founded upon virtue; and 
it may be an inſtruttion to princes, who are well 
in the hearts of their people, that the overgrown 
power of any particular perſon, although ſupported 
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| by exorbitant wealth, can by a little reſolution be 
4 reduced in a moment, without any dangerous con- 


ſequences. This lord, who was, beyond all com- 
_ pariſon, the greateſt ſubject in Chriſtendom, found 
his power, credit, and influence, crumble away Þ 
on a ſudden; and, except a few friends or follow- Þ 
ers by inclination, the reſt dropt off in courſe. 

From directing in ſome manner the affairs of Europe, 
he deſcended to be a member of a faction, and 
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with little diſtinction even there: that virtue of 
| fubduing his reſeniments, for which he was fo 
e- famed when he had little or no occaſion to exert it, 
ole | having now wholly forſaken him when he ſtood 
ng | moſt in need of its aſſiſtance; and, upon trial, was 
at- | found unable to bear a reverſe of fortune, giving 
an | way to rage, impatience, envy, and diſcontent, 
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p HE ben of lords met upon the 2d day K 


1 Fanuary, according to their adjournment 
| but, before they could proceed to bulineſs, the 
twelve new-created peers were, in the uſual form, 
admitted to their ſeats in that aſſembly, who, by 


their numbers, turned the balance on the fide of 


| the court, and voted an adjournment to the ſame 
day with the commons. Upon the 14th of January, 
the two houſes met; but the queen, who intended 

| to be there in perſon, ſent a meſſage to inform them, 
that ſhe was prevented by a ſudden return of the 


gout, and to deſire they would adjourn for three 


| days longer, when her majeſty hoped ſhe ſhould be 
| able to ſpeak to them. However, her indiſpoſition 
{ ill continuing, Mr. ſecretary St. Fobn brought 
Another meſſage to the houſe of commons 
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from the queen, containing the ſubſtance of wha: 


| ſhe intended to have ſpoken ; that ſhe could naw 


tell in her plenipotentiaries were arrived at 


Utrecht; had begun, in purſuance of her inftruc- 


tions, to concert the moſt proper ways of procuring 
a juſt ſatisfaction to all powers in alliance with her, 


according to their ſeveral treaties, and particularly 
with relation to Span and the Weft- Indies ; that 
ſhe promiſed to communicate to them the condi- 
tions of peace, before the ſame ſhould be conelud- 
ed; that the world would now ſee how groundleſs 


thoſe reports were, and without the leaſt colour, 
that a ſeparate peace had been treated; that her 


- miniſters were directed to propoſe, that a day might 
be fixed for the finiſhing, as was done for the com- 
mencement, of this treaty ; and that, in the mean 
time, all preparations were haſtening for an nay N 
campaign, A SO 


Her majeſty's endeavours _ ine this great 


work having been in ſuch a forwardneſs at the time 
that her meſſage was ſent, I ſhall here, as in the 


moſt proper place, relate the ſeveral ſteps by which 
the intercourſe between the courts of F 'rance and . 


Britain was begun and carried on. 


The marquis De Torq, ſent by the moſt chriſti- = 
an king to the Hague, had there, in the year 1709, 1 


made very advantagedus offers to the allies in his 


maſter's name; which our miniſters, as well as 


thoſe of the ſtates, thought fit to refuſe, and ad- 
vanced other propoſals in their ſtead, but of ſuch a 
natuxe as no prince could digeſt, who did not lie at 


the 
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the immediate mercy of his enemies. It was de- 


: manded, among other things, that the French king 


ſhould employ his own troops, in conjunction with 
thoſe of the allies, to drive his grandſon out of Spazn. 


The propoſers knew very well, that the enemy | 
would never conſent to this; and if it were poſh- 
ble they could at firſt have any ſuch hopes, Monf. 
de Torcy aſſured them to the contrary, in a manner 
which might well be believed; for then the Britiſb 
and Dutch plenipotentiaries were drawing up their 


demands, They deſired that miniſter to aſſiſt them 
in the ſtyle and expreſſion, which he very readily 


did, and made uſe of the ſtröngeſt words he could find 


to pleaſe them. He then inſiſted to know their laſt 


| reſolution, whether theſe were the loweſt terms the 
allies would accept; and having received a deter- 
minate anſwer in the affirmative, he _ to this 
e 
BS... That he thanked them heartily for giving him 
c the happieſt day he had ever ſeen in his life: that, 
| n perfect obedience to his maſter, he had made 
| * conceſſions in his own opinion, highly deroga- 
 * tory to the king's honour and intereſt : that ne 
had not concealed the difficulties of his court, 
| * or the diſcontents of his country, by a long and 


<« unſucceſsful war, which could only juſtify the 


Large offers he had been impowered to make: that 


the conditions of peace, now delivered into his 
„hands by the allies, would raiſe a new ſpirit in 
© the nation, and remove the greateſt difficulty 


2 LE the court lay under, putting it in his maſter's 
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« power to convince all his ſubjects how earneſtly 


& his majeſty deſired to eaſe them from the burthen 
c of the war; but that his enemies would not ac- 
e cept of any terms, which could conſiſt either 
* with their ſafety or his honour,” Monſ. de Torcy 
aſſured the penſioner, in the ſtrongeſt manner, and 
bid him count upon it, that the king his maſter 


would never ſign thoſe articles. 


It ſoon appeared, that the marquis de Torcy pre- 


dictions were true; for, upon delivering to his ma- 
ſter the laſt reſolutions of the allies, that prince 
took care to publiſh them all over his kingdom, as 


an appeal to his ſubjects againſt the unreaſonable- 


neſs and injuſtice of his enemies: which proceed- 
ing effectually anſwered the utmoſt he intended by 


it; for the French nation, extremely jealous of their 


monarch's glory, made univerſal offers of their lives 
and fortunes, rather than ſubmit to ſuch ignomi- 
nious terms; and the clergy, in particular, pro- 
miſed to give the king their conſecrated plate, to- 
wards continuing the war. Thus that mighty 
kingdom, generally thought to be wholly exhauſt- 
ed of its wealth, yet ho driven to a neceflity by | 
the imprudence of the allies, or by the corruption 


of particular men, who influenced their councils, 


| recovered ftrength enough to ſupport itſelf for three 
following campaigns: and in the laſt, by the fatal 
| blindneſs or obſtinacy of the Dutch (venturing to act 
without the aſſiſtance of Britain, which they had 
| ſhamefully abandoned), was an overmatch for the 
Whole confegerate army. 
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Thoſe who, in order to defend the proceedings 
of the allies, have given an account of this nego- 
ciation, do wholly omit the circumſtance I have 


nov related, and expreſs the zeal of the Britiſh 


and Dutch miniſters for a peace, by informing us 
how frequently they ſent after Monſ. de Torcy, and 
Monſ. Rouille, for a farther conference. But in the 
mean time Mr. Horatio Walpole. ſecretary to the 


| queen's plenipotentiaries, was diſpatched overhither, 


to have thoſe abortive articles ſigned and ratified by 


ber majeſty at a venture, which was accordingly 


done. A piece of management altogether abſurd, 
and without example; contrived only to deceive 


| our people into a belief that a peace was intended, 


and to thew what great things the miniſtry defigned 


But this hope expiring, upon the news that 


E 9 How had refuſed to og thoſe articles, all was 
{ ſolved by recourſe to the old topick of the French 


perfidiouſneſs. We loaded them plentifully with 


ignominious appellations; they were a nation 


never to be truſted, - The parliament chearfully 
continued their ſupplies, and the war went on. 
The winter following began the ſecond and laſt 


ſeſſion of the preceding parliament, noted for the 
trial of Dr. Sacheverel, and the occaſions thereby 


given to the people to diſcover and exert their dif- 


| poſitions, very oppoſite to the deſigns of thoſe who 


were then in power. In the ſummer of 1710, en- 


* ſued a gradual change of the miniſtry ; z and in the 
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beginning of that winter the preſent parliament was 


called. 


The king of France, whoſe real intereſts Parr 
him ſincerely deſirous of any tolerable peace, found 
it impoſſible to treat upon equal conditions with ei- 
ther of the two maritime powers engaged againſt 
him, becauſe of the prevalency of factions in both, 
who acted in concert to their mutual private ad- 
vantage, although directly againſt the general dif- 
poſitions of the people in either, as well as againſt 
their ſeveral maxims of government. But, upon 
the great turn of affairs and councils here in Eng- 
land, the new parliament and miniſters acting from 


other motives, and upon other principles, that 


prince hoped an opportunity might ariſe of reſu- 


ming his endeavours towards a peace. 


There was at this time in England a French eccle- 


ſiaſtick, called the abbé Gualtier, who had reſided 
| ſeveral years in London, under the protection of 
ſome foreign miniſters, in whoſe families he uſed 


upon occaſion, to exerciſe his function of a prieſt, 


After the battle of Blenheim, this gentleman went 


down to Nottingham, where ſeveral French priſoners 
of quality were kept, to whom he rendered thoſe offi- 


ces of civility ſuitable to perſons in their condition, 
which, upon their return to France, they reported 
to his advantage. Among the reſt, the chevali- 
er de Croif told his brother, the marquis 4. 
Torq, that whenever the French court would 
have a mind to make overtures of peace with 
England, - Monſ.  Gualtier might be very uſefully 


em- 
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£ employed in handing them to the miniſters here, 


This was no further thought on at preſent. In 
the mean time the war went on, and the confer- 
ences at the Hague and Gertruydenbers miſcartied, 
by the allies inſiſting upon ſuch demands as they 
neither expected nor perhaps. defired ſhould be 
granted. 


Some time in Tu. 1710, Monſ. Dads: re- 


f ceived a letter from the marquis de Torcy, ſignify- 
ing, that a report being ſpread of her majeſty's 


intentions to change her miniſtry, to take Mr. 
Harley into her councils, and to diſſolve her par- 
liament, the moſt chriſtian king thought it might 


be now a favourable conjuncture to offer new pro- 


poſals of a treaty: Monſ. Gualtier was therefore 
directed to apply himſelf in the marquis's name, ei- 


ther to the duke of Shrewsbury, the earl of Ferſey, 
or Mr. Harley, and inform the French court how 
ſuch a propoſition would be reliſned. Gualtier choſe 


to deliver his meſſage to the ſecond of thoſe, who 


| had been ambaſſador from the late king to France ; 
dt the earl excuſed himſelf from entering into par- 
| ticulars with a ſtranger, and a private perſon, who 

' had no authority for what he ſaid, more than a let- 
ter from Monſ. de Torcy. Gualtier offered to pro- 
cure another from that miniſter to the earl him 

ſelf; and did ſo, in a month after: but obtained 


no 2 till December following, when the queen 


| had made all neceſſary changes, and ſummoned a 
free parliament to her wiſhes. About the begin- 
[-- - =. of January, the abbe (after having procured his 
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92 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 
diſmiſſion from count Gallas, the emperor's envoy, 
at that time his protector) was ſent to Paris, to in- 


form Monſ. Tory, that her Majeſty would be will- 
ing his maſter ſhould reſume the treaty with Hol- 
land, provided the demands of England might be 
_ previouſly granted. Gualtier came back, after a 


ſhort ſtay, with a return to his meſſage, that the 


Dutch kad uſed the moſt chriſtian king and his mini- 


ſters in ſuch a manner, both at the Hague and Ger- 
truydenberg, as made that prince reſolve not to ex- 


poſe himſelf any more to the like treatment; that he 


therefore choſe to addreſs himſelf to England, and 
was ready to make whatever offers her majeſty could 
reaſonably expect, for the advantage of her own 


kingdoms, and the ſatis{aftion of = allies. 


After this meſſage had been duly conſidered | by 


the queen and her miniſters, Monſ. Gualtier was 


diſpatched a ſecond time to France, about the begin- 
ning of March, 1710-11, with an anſwer to the 
following purpoſe : That, ſince France had their 
particular reaſons for not beginning again to treat 


with Holland, England was willing to remove that 
difficulty, and propoſed it ſhould be done in this 


manner: That France ſhould ſend over hither the 
propoſitions for a treaty, which ſhould be tranſ- 


mitted by England to Holland, to be jointly treated 
on that {ide of the water; but it was to be under- 
| Mood, that the ſame propoſition formerly offered to 
Hlolland, was to be made to England, or one not 
leſs advantageous to the allies ; for although England 


would enter moſt Ancerkly. into fuch a treaty, and 
ſhe w, 
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Z bew, in the courſe of it, the clearneſs of their 


intentions; yet they could not, with honour, en- 


tertain a dels beneficial propoſal than what was 
| offered to the States,” 


That prince, as well as his miniſter; Monf. 


de iT; either felt, or affected, ſo much reſent- 
ment of the uſage the latter had met at the Hague 
and Certrupdenberg, that they appeared fully de- 


termined againſt making any application to the 
States, where the ſame perſons continued ſtill in 


power, of whoſe treatment they ſo heavily com- 


plained. They ſeemed altogether to diſtruſt the 
inclination of that republick towards a peace; but, 
at the ſame time, ſhewed a mighty complaiſance 
to the Engliſh nation, and a deſire to have her ma- 


| jeſty at the head of a treaty. This appears by the 


firſt overture in form ſent from that kingdom, and 


ſigned by Monſ. de Torq, on the 22d of "0 


N. S. 1711, to the following effect: 
Oh That, as it could not be doubted but the king 5 


| © was in a condition of continuing the war witn 
c honour, ſo it could not be looked on as a mark 


of weakneſs in his majeſty to break the ſilence 
e he had kept ſince the conferences at Gertruyden- 
« berg ; and that, before the opening of the cam 


| © paign, he now gives farther proof of the deſire 
| « he always had to procure the repoſe of Europe. 


„But, after what he hath found, by experience, 


6 of the ſentiments of thoſe perſons who now 
* govern the republick of Holland, and of their 


66 . in rendering all  nogoiations without 


600 effect. —f 


94 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 
tc effect, his majeſty will, for the public gocd, of- 
fer to the Engliſb nation thoſe propoſitions, which 
„he thinks fit to make for terminating the war, 
and for ſettling the tranquillity of Europe upon a 
6 ſolid foundation. lt is with this view that he of- 
e fers to enter into a trea'y of _ founded on n the 
« following conditions. 
„ Firſt, The Englißß nation hall have real Wen- 
c rities for carrying on their trade in Spain, the 
Indies, and ports of the Mediterranean, " 
„ Secondly, the king will conſent to form a ſuf- 
«& ficient barrier in the Low Countries for the ſecu- 
s rity of the republick of Holland; and this barrier 
& ſhall be ſuch as England ſhall agree upon and ap- 
prove; his majeſty promiſing, at the ſame time, 
an intire liberty and e to the trade of the 
6c Dated. = | 
1 hirdly, All -eafonable ethos ſhall be 
« ds on, with ſincerity and truth, for giving 
6 Gatisfaſtion to the allies of England and Holland. 
„ F ourthly, Whereas the affairs of the king of 
& Spain are in ſo good a condition as to furniſh new 
. expedicnts ler putting an end to the diſputes 
& about that monarchy, and for ſettling it to the ſa- 
« tis faction of the ſeveral parties concerned, all ſin- 
c cere endeavours ſhall be uſed for ſurmounting the 
4 difficulties ariſen upon this occaſion ; and the 
< trade and intereſt of all * engaged i in the 
„ preſent war ſhall be ſecured. 
« Fifthly, The conferences, in order to treat 
25 of a peace upon theſe conditions, ſhall be im- 
88 meciatel) 
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66 mediately opened; and the plenipotentiaries, 


« whom the king ſhall name to aſſiſt thereat, ſhall 
« treat with thoſe of England and Holland, either 


alone or in conjunction with thoſe of their allies, | 


as England ſhall chuſe. 
« Sixthly, his majeſty propoſes the towns of Aix 


4 J Chapelle or Liege for the place where the pleni- 
« potentaries ſhall aſſemble, leaving the choice 
„ likewile to England of either of he laid towns, 


« wherein to treat of a general peace.“ 
Theſe overtures, although expreſſing much con- 


fidence in the miniſtry here, great deference to the 


queen, and diſpleaſure againſt the Dutch, were imme- 


_ diately tranſmitted by her majeſty's command to her 
ambaſſador in Holland, with orders, that they ſhould 
be communicated to the penſioary. The abbe Gualtier 
was deſired to ſignify this proceeding to the marquis 
de Torcy ; at the ſame time to let that miniſter under- 
: ſtand, that ſome of the above articles ought to be 
explained. The lord Raby, now earl of Strafford, 
Was directed to tell the penſionary, that her majeſty 
being reſolved, in making peace as in making war, 
to act in perfect concert with the ſtates, would not 
loſe a moment in tranſmitting to him a paper of 
this importance: that the queen earneſtly deſired, 
that the ſecret might be kept among as few as poſſi : 
ble; and that ſhe hoped the penſionary would 
adviſe upon this occaſion with no perſon what- 
ſoever, except ſuch as, by the conſtitution of that 
3 government, are unavoidably neceſſary: that the 
terms of the ſeyeral Propolitions were indeed 100 ge- 


neral ; 


—— — —E̊Vy—ͤ — 1 
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neral; but, however, they contained an offer to treat: 
and that, although there appeare an air of complai- 
ſance to Engl. A through the whole paper, and the 


conti ary to Holland, yet this could have no ill conſe- 


quences, as long as the queen and the States took 
care to anderfland each other, and to act with as 
little reſerve as became two powers ſo nearly allied 


in intereſt; which rule, on the part of Britain, 
| ſhould be inviolably obſerved, It was ſignified like- 
wiſe to the penſionary, that the duke "of Marlbo- 
rough had no communication of this affair from Eng- 
land, and that it was ſuppoſed he would have none 


from the Hague. 


After theſe propoſals had been confidencd | in Hol. 


land, the ambaſſador was directed to ſend back the 
opinion of the Dutch miniſters upon them. The court 


here was, indeed, apprehenſive, that the penſionary 


would be alarmed at the whole frame of Monſieur 
de Torcy's paper, and particularly at theſe expreſſions, 


that the Engliſb ſhall have real ſecurities for their 
trade, Ec. and that the barrier for the States-gene- 
ral ſhall be ſuch as England ſhall agree upon and 
approve, It was matural to think, that the fear 


which the Dutch. would conceive of our obtaining 


: advantageous terms for Britain, might put them 
upon trying under- hand for themſelves, and en- 
deavouring to over-reach us in the management of 
the peace, as they had hitherto done in that of the 
war: the ambaſſador was therefore cautioned to be 
very watchful in ditcoyering any workings, which 
—.— might tend that way. _ 


x 
F 
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When the lord Raby was firſt ſent to the Hague, 


the duke of Marlborough, and lord Townſhend, had, 
| for very obvious reaſons, uſed their utmoſt endea- 
| yours to involve kim in as many difficulties as they 
could; upon which, and other accounts, needleſs to 
mention, it was thought proper, that his grace, then 
in Flanders, thould not be let into the ſecret of this 
affair. 7 


The propoſal of Aix or Ki for : a place of trea- 


| ty, was only a farther mark of their 01d diſcontent 
| againſt Holland, to ſhew they would not name any 
town which belonged to the States, 8 
| The penſionary, having conſulted thoſe Who 

| had been formerly employed in the negociations of 
peace, and enjoined them the utmoſt ſecrecy, to 
avoid the jealouſy of the foreign miniſters there, 
deſired the ambaſſador to return her majeſty thanks, 
for the obliging manner of communicating the 
French overtures, for the confidence ſhe placed in 

| the States, and for her promiſe of making no ſtep 
towards a peace, but in concert with them; aſſur- 

| ing her of the like on their part: that, altiovgh 
the States endeavoured to hide it from the enemy, 

| they were as weary of the war as we, and very 
| heartily deſirous of a good and laſting peace, as 
well as ready to join in any method, by which her 
| majeſty ſhould think proper, to obtain it: that the 
States looked upon theſe propoſitions as very dark 
and general; and they obſerved how the enemy 


would create jealouſies between the e their re- 
Ver. XV. f 8 - 
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Publick, and the other allies; but they were ſatiſ- 
fied it would have no effect, and relied entirely on 


the juſtneſs and prudence of her majeſty, who, they 
doubted not, would make the French explain them- 


ſelves more particularly in the ſeveral points of their 


propoſals, and ſend a plan of the particular condi- 
tions whereupon they would make a peace: after 


which, the States would be ready, either to join 
with her majeſty, or to make their objections, and 
were prepared to bring with them all the OY | 

imaginable, towards promoting ſo good a work. : 


This is the ſum of the verbal anſwer made by the 
penſionary, upon communicating to him the French Þ 


| 
| 
| propoſals; and I have choſen to fet it down, rather Þ a 
than tranſcribe the other given to the ambaſſador 1 
f 
U 


ſome days after, which was more in form, and toſf t 
the ſame purpoſe, but ſhorter, and in my opinion! 
not ſo well diſcovering the true F Spoon of the KL 
Dutch miniſters. 10 

For after the queen had nt the Freud v 
 overtures to Holland, and the States found her ma- 1 


. jeſty was bent in earneſt upon the thoughts of 2 t 
peace, they began to caſt about how to get the ne- Im 


gociation into their own hands. They knew that ki 
Whatever power received the firſt propoſals, would C. 
be wile enough to ſtipulate ſomething for then-For 


_ ſelves, as they had done in their own caſe, both at the f 


Hague and Gertruydenberg, where they carved as they 
pleaſed, without any regard to the intereſts of thei: 
neareſt allies. For this reaſon, while they endes: 


voured to amuſe the Britzh court with .expoſtuliB 
tion 
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tions upon the ſeveral preliminaries ſent from 
France, Monſieur Petecum, a forward meddling 
agent of Tollein, who had reſided ſome years in 
Holland, negociated with Hienſius, the grand pen- 


ſionary, as well as with Fanderduſſen and Buys, 
about reſtoring the conferences between France and 


that ropublick; broke off in Gerturydenberg. Purſu- 
ant to which, about the end of May, N. S. 1711, 
| Petecum wrote to the marquis de Torq, with the 
| privity of the penſionary, and probably of the other 
two. I he ſubſtance of his letter was to inform 
the marquis, that things might caluy be diſpoſed, 
| ſo as to ſettle a correſpondence between that crown 
and the republics, in order to renew the treaty of 
| peace, That this could be done with the greater 
| ſecrecy, becauſe Monſicur Hienſius, by virtue of 
bis oath as penſionary, might Keep any altair pii- 

vate as long as he thought "neceſſary, and was not 
| obliged to communicate it, until he believed things 
were ripe ; and as long as he concealed it from his 
| maſters, he was not bound to diſcover it, either to 

the miniſters of the emperor, or thoſe of her Er 1710 : 
N majeſty. Th: at, ſince England thought it proper for 
king Charles to continue the whole campaign in 
Catalonia (though he ſhould be choſen emperor) in 
order to ſuppurt the war in Spain, it was neceſſary 

Hor France to treat in the moſt ſecret manner with 


the States, who were not now ſo violently, as for- 


Inerly, againſt having Philip on the Spaniſh throne, 


upon certain conditions for ſecuring their trade, 
but were jealous of England's deſign to fortify ſome __ 
3 2 trading 
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trading towns in Spain for themſelves, That H. 
enſius extremely deſired to get out of the war, for 
ſome reaſons, which he ( Petecum) was not permit- 
ted to tell; and that YVanderduſſen and Buys were 
impatient to have the negociations with France once 
more ſet on foot, which if Monſieur Torcy thought 
fit to conſent to, Petecum engaged that the Sestes 
would determine to ſettle the preliminaries, in the 
by: midway between Paris and the Hague, with what- 
ever miniſters the moſt Chriſtian king ſhould pleaſe 
to employ, But Monſieur Torcy refuſed this over- 
ture, and in his anſwer to Monſieur Petecum, aſſign- 
ed for the reaſon the treatment his maſter's former 
propoſals had met with at the Hague and Gertruy- 
denberg, from the miniſters of Holland. Britain and 
Holland ſeemed pretty well agreed, that thoſe pro- 
8 poſals were too looſe and imperfect to be a founda- 
tion for entering upon a general treaty ; and Mon- 
ſieur Gualtier was deſired to ſignify to the Frenc) 
court, that it was expected they ſhould explain 
2 themſelves more particularly on the ſeveral articles. 
But in the mean time the queen was firmly re- 
ſolved, that the intereſts of her own kingdom. 
ſhould not be neglected at this juncture, as they 
had formerly twice been, while the Dutch were 
principal managers of a negociation with France. 
Her majeſty had given Gen and early notice to 
the States, of the general diſpoſition of her people 
towards a peace, of her own inability to continue 
the war upon the old foot, under the diſadvantage 
of unequal quotas, and the univerſal backwardne's 
| ” Eh 5 85 | | 00 
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of her allies. She had likewiſe informed them of 
ſeveral advances made to her on the fide of France, 
which ſhe had refuſed to hearken to, till ſhe had 
conſulted with thoſe, her good friends and confe- 


derates, and heard their opinion on that ſubject : 
but the Dutch, who apprehended nothing more than 


to ſce Britain at the head of a treaty, were back-_ 


ward and ſu'len, diſliked all propoſals by the queen's. 
intervention, and ſaid it was a piece of artifice of 
France to divide the allies ; beſides, they knew the 
miniſtry was young, and the oppoſite ſaction had 
given them aſſurances, that the people of England 
would never endure a peace without Spain, nor 
the men in power dare to attempt it, after the re- 
ſolutions of one houſe of parliament to the con- 


tr ay: But, in the midſt of this unwillingneſs to 3 
receive any overtures from France by the queen's 


hands, the Dutch miniſters were actually engaged in 


a correſpondence with that court, where they urged 


our inability to begin a treaty, by reaſon of thoſe 


factions which themſelves had inflamed, and were 
ready to commence a negociation upon much eaſter 
terms than what they ſuppoſed we demanded. For, 


not to mention the duke of Lorrain's interpoſition 
in behalf of Holland, which France abſolutely re- 
fuſed to accept ; the letters ſent from the Dutch 


to that court, were ſnewn ſome months after to * 


Britiſh miniſter there, which gave much weight to 
Monſieur de Torcy's inſinuations; that he knew 
where to meet with more compliance, if the neceſ- 
* of affairs ſhould force him to it, by our refuſal; 
3 , ee 
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and the violence of the States againſt our entertain- 
ing of that correſpondence, was only becauſe they 
knew theirs would never be 0 at leaſt til 
ours were thrown off. 
Tue queen, ſenſible of all this, reſolved to pro- 
vide for her own kingdoms ; ; and having therefore 
e ſuch demands for her principal allies, as 
might be a ground for proceeding to a general treaty, 
without pretending to acjuft their ſeveral intereſts ; 
ſhe reſolved to an. beg in a particular manner the 
advantage of Britain the following preliminary 
demands were accordingly drawn up, in order t to 
be tranſmitted to France. 
© Great Britain will not enter into any negoci- 
ic ation of peace, otherwiſe than upon theſe con- 
© ditions, obtained before- hand. 55 
„That the union of the two crowns of Prana 
5 4 and Spain ſhall be prevented: that ſatisfaction 
„ ſhall be given to all the allies, and trade enkel 
f & and maintained.“ | 
If France be diſpoſed. to treat upon this view, 
© jt is not to be doubted, that the following pros 
6 poſitions will be found reaſonable. 
A barrier ſhall be formed in the Low Countiia 
« fgr the States- general 3 ; and their trade ſhall be 
6 ſecured. | 
A barrier likewiſe ſhall be formed for the « em- 
« pire. 7 
© The pretenſions of all the allies, founded upon 
former treaties, ſhall be regulated and determin- 
ed to their general ſatisfaction... __ 
1 Th! | | „In 


pon 
nin- 


In 


« power in /taly, the dominions and territories, 
ce which in the beginning of the preſent war belong- 
ed tothe duke of Savoy, and are now in the pot- 
e ſeſhon of France, ſhall be reſtored to his royal high- 


„ nefs, and ſuch other places in Italy ſhall be yielded 
c to him, as will be found n«ceſlary and agreeable to 


6 the ſenſe of former treaties made with this prince, 


„As to Great Bri tain in particular, the ſueceſſi- 
on to the crown of the kingdoms, according to 
c the preſent eſtab! ichment, ſhall be acknow- 


6c ledged. 

cc A new treaty of commerce between Great 
« Britain and France ſhall be made, after the moſt 
« juſt and reaſonable manner. 


% Dunkirk thall be demoliſhed ; Gibraltar and 
« Port- Mahon ſhall remain in the hands of the Ju | 
| « ſent poſſeſſors. 


Ihe Engliſh ſhall have the Aftento in the 


« ſame manner the French now enjoy it; and ſuch 


ce places in the Spaniſh I/eft- Indies ſhall be aſſigned 


60 to thoſe concerned in chis traffick, for the e 
&© ment and ſale of their negroes, as ſhall be found 


| © neceſlary and convenient. 
& All advantages, rights, and privileges already | 


ce granted, and which may hereafter be granted 
e by Spain to the ſubjects of France, or to any other 


nation whatſoever, ſhall be equally granted to the 


“ ſubjects of Great Britain. 


And for better ſecuring the Britiſh trade in i the. 
| 6. * Spaniſh Wet- Indics, certain Places to be named 
H4 my — 
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« In order to make a more equal balance of 
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© in the treaty of peace, ſhall be put into poſſeſſion 
c of the Engliſb. 
e Neufoundland, with the Bay — Streights of 
&« Hudſon, ſhall be entirely reſtored to the Engliſh; 
and Great Britain and France ſhall ſeyerally keep 
<« and poſſeſs all thoſe countries and territories in 
« North America, which each of the {aid nations 
© ſhall bein poſſeſſion of at the time when the rati- 
« fication of this treaty ſha be e in thoſe 

„parts of the world. 

«© Theſe demands, and all other proceedings be- 
ce tween Great Britain and France {hall be kept in- 
« yiolably ſecret, until they are publiſhed W. the 

e mutual conſent of both parties.“ 
he laſt article was not only intended for avoid- 
ing, if poſſible, the jealouſy of the Duich, but to 
prevent the clamours of the abettors here at home, 
who, under the pretended fears of our doing injut- 
tice to the Dutch, by acting without the privity of 
that republick, in order to make a ſeparate peace, 
would be ready to drive on the worſt deſigns acain(t 
the queen and miniſtry, in order to recover the 

power they had loſt. N 

In June, 1711, Mr. Prior, a perſon of great di- 
ſtinction, not only on account of his wit, bot for 
his abilities in the management of affairs, and who 
had been formerly employed at the Fyench court, was 
diſpatched thither by her majeſty with the ſoregoing 
demands. This gentleman was reccived at Ver- 
ſailles with great civility. The king declared, 
that no Proceeding „ in | order to a general treaty, 


would 
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would be fo agreeable to him as by the inter- 
vention of England; and that his majefty, being 


| defirous to contribute with all his power 5 


the repoſe of Europe, did anſwer to the demands 
which had been made. 

„ That he would conſent freely and ſincerely 
« to all juſt and reaſonable methods, for hin- 
_ dering the crowns of France and Spain from 


3 being ever united under the ſame prince; his 


© majeſty being perſuaded, that ſuch an exceſs of 
power would be as contrary to the general good 
* and repoſe of Europe, as it was oppoſite to the 
will of the late Catholic king Charles the ſecond. 
« He ſaid his intention was, that all parties in the 
« preſent war ſhould find their reaſonable ſatisfac- _ 
tion in the intended treaty of peace; and that 


| « trade ſhould be ſettled and maintained for the 
& ſutur?, to the advantage of thoſe nations which 


& formerly poſſeſſed it. 
That, as the king will cy ch the 


58 8 of peace, whenever it ſhall be con- 


„ cluded ; and as the object he propoſerh to himſelf, 


is to 3 the frontiers of his own kingdom, 
without giving any ſort of diſturbance to his neigh- 
« bours, he promiſeth to agree, that, by the future 
<< treaty of peace, the Dutch ſhall be put into poſ- 
** ſcfſion of all fortified places as ſhall be ſpecified in 


te the ſaid treaty to ſerve for a barrier to that re- 


„ publick, againſt all attempts on the fide of France. 
He engages likewiſe to give all neceſſary ſecuri- 
40 ties, for removing the jealouſies raiſed among the 
* German princes of his majeſty” 8 deſigns. 


That 
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© That, when the conferences, in order to a 


general treaty, ſhall be formed, all the preten- 
„ {ons of the ſeveral princes and ſtates engaged 
ein the preſent war, ſhall be fairly and amicably 
„ diſcuſſed ; nor ſhall any thing be omitted, which 
cc may regulate and deter witis them to the latis- 


© faction 'sf all parties. 
„That, purſuant to the demands made by Eng- 


* jand, his majeſty promiſes to reſtore to the duke 


c of Savoy thoſe demeſnes and territories, which 


e belonged to that prince at the beginning of this 
2 War, and which his majeſty is now in poſſeſſion 


„of; and the king conſents further, that ſuch 
c other places in 7:aly ſhall be yielded to the duke 
„ of Savoy, as ſhall be found neceſſary, according 
cc to the ſenſe of thoſe treaties made between the 


. aid duke and his allies. 


„ That the king's ſentiments of the . 


40 government of Great Britain, the open declara- 
„tion he had made in Holland of his reſolution 
a to treat of peace, by applications to the Engliſh ; 
-<*-the aſſurances he had given of engaging the king 


© of Spain to leave Cibratar in hae: hands Call 


6 Which are convincing proofs of his perfect eſteem 


© for a nation ſtill in war with him); leave no 


& room to doubt of his majeſty's inclination to give 
England all ſecurities and advantages for their 
© trade, which 88 can reaſonably demand. But, 


< as his majeſty cannot perſwade himſelf, that a 
cc government, fo clear-ſighted as ours, will in- 


„ iſt upon conditions which muſt abſolutely deſtroy. 


ee the 
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&« the trade of France and Spain, as well as that of 
all other nations of Europe, he thinks the de- 


e mands made by Great Britain uy require a more 
&« particular diſcuſſion, | 


„That, upon this foundation; the king thought 


the beſt way of advancing and pere ding a nego- 
„ ciation, the beginning of: which he had ſeen with 
 * fo much ſatisfa- on: would be to ſend into Eng- 
land a perſon inſt: ucted in his intention, and au- 


ce thoriſcd by him to agree upon ſecurities for ſet- 


| de fling the trade of the ſub} ects of England; and 


© thoſe particular advantages to be ſtipulated in 


e their favour, without deſtroying the trade of the 
©« French and Spaniards, or of other nations in Crest 


„ endom. 


« That therefore his majeſty had. charge d the 


«perſon choſen for this commiſſion, to 3 the 
c other articles of the memorial given him by Mr. 
Prior, the ſecret of which ſhould be e ob- 
e ſer ved. 


Monſ. de Torey had, {or ſome years WS uid all 


f his endeavours to incline his maſter towards a peace, 
purſuant to the maxim of his uncle Colbert, That 
a long war was not for the intereſt of France.” It 


was for this reaſon the king made choice of him 


in the conferences at the Hagar; the bad ſuccels 
whereof, although it filled him with reſentments | 
againſt the Dutch, did not alter his opinion : but he 
was violently oppoſed by a party both in the court 
and kingdom, who pretended to fear he would ſa- 
erifice the glory of the prince and country by too 


large 


. 
£ 


— 


— 7 —— . — — — 2 > oz. ITE — — — — 
* - * * — - = "4 — — — — — _ —— — 2 == - __ - 
— . w_—_ - - 3 os > — _—_ 2 ys — . — — — - 
« — — z OE... N 2 — 2 8 EDS a 4X IZA % IA" — — — — 
PP tt EE Ae I ——_— 
1 , , 


— I — —— —— 2 . 2 — 5 r ; : w_ —— — 
2 r 18 e Caen en ED F Ie HE TE IT. 
oy 8 Foy 1 


103 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 

large conceſſions; or perhaps would rather wiſh that 
the firſt offers ſhould have been ſtill made ta the Dutch, 
as a people more likely to be Jeſs ſolicitous about the 
intereſt of Britain, than her majeſty would certain. 
ly be for theirs: and the particular defign of Mr. 
Prior was to find out, whether that Nh "a had 


credit enough with his prince, and a ſupport from 
others in power, een to over-rule the faction 


againſt peace. 
Mr. Prior's journey could not be kept a ſecret, 


as the court here at firſt ſcemed to intend it. He 


was diſcovered at his return by an officer of the 


port at Dover, where he landed, after fix weeks 


abſence ;z upon which the Dulch Gazettes and En- 


gliſb News-papers were full of ſpeculations. 


At the ſame time with Mr. Prior there arrived 
from France Monſ. Meſnager, knight of the order 
of St. Michael, and one of the council of trade to 


the moſt Chriſtian king. His commiſſion was, in 
general, impowering him to treat with the miniſter 


of any prince engaged in the war againſt his maſter. 


5 his firſt conferences with the queen's miniſters, | 
he pretended orders to inſiſt, that her majeſty ſhould | 
enter upon particular engagements in ſeveral ar- 


ticles, which did not depend upon her, but con- 


cerned only the intereſt of the allies reciprocally 
with thoſe of the moſt Chriſtian king: whereas 
the negociation had begun upon this principle, that 


France ſhould conſent to adjuſt the intereſts of _ 


_ Great Britain in the firſt place, whereby her majeſty 
would be alterwas rds enabled, by her 0 offices 


ON 


on all ſides, to facilitate the general peace. The 
queen reſolved never to depart from this principle; 
but was abſolutely determined to remit the parti- 
cular intereſts of the allies to general conferences, 


where ſhe would do the utmoſt in her power to 


procure the repoſe of Europe, and the ſatisfaction 


of all parties. It was plain, France could run no 
hazard by this proceeding, becauſe the preliminary 
articles would have no force before a general peace 
was ſigned : | therefore it was not "doubted but 
Monſ. Meſnager would have orders to wave this 
new pretenſion, and go on in treating upon that 
foot which was at firſt propoſed. In ſhort, the 


miniſters required a poſitive and ſpeedy anſwer to 
the articles in queſtion, ſince they. contained only 


ſuch advantages and ſecurities as her majeſty 
thought the had a right to require from any prince 
whatſoever, to whom the dominions of Spain ſhould 


happen to fall. 


The eie demands of e were formed 
into eight articles; which Monſ. AA eſuager, having 


anfanined to his court and received new powers 


from thence, had orders to give his maſter's con- 


ſent, by way of anſwers to the ſeveral points, to 


be obligatory only after a general peace. Theſe de- 
mands, together with the anſwers of the French 
king, were Tr up and ſigned by Monſ. Meſnager, 
and her majeſty? s two orincipel ſecretaries of State; 
whereof I ſhall here preſent an extract to che 


reader. 


In 
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In the preamble the moſt Chriſtian king ſets 
forth, «© That, being particularly Inforihd:; by 
c the laſt memorial which the Britiſh miniſters de- 
« livered to Monſieur 17:/nager, of the diſpoſi- 
«© tions of this crown to facilitate a general peace, to 
ec the ſatisfaction of the ſeveral parties concerned; 
and his majeſty finding, in effect, as the ſaid 
memorial declares, that "be runs no hazard by 
<« engaging himſelf in the manner there expreſſed, 
6 ſince the preliminary articles will be of no force, 
until the ſigning of the genera) peace; and being 
« ſincerely deſirous to advance, to the utmoſt of his 
© power, the repoſe of Eurofe, eſpecially by a way 
* fo agreeable as the interpoſition of a princels, 
e ſo many ties of blood ought to unite to 
„him, and whole ſentiments for the public tran- 
© quility cannot be doubted ; his Majeſty, moved 

by theſe conſiderations, hath ordered Mon. 
« Meſnager, Knight, Sc. to give the following 
* anſwers, in writing, to the articles contained in 
« the memorial e ee to him, intituled Pre- 
« liminary Demands for Great Britain 7 in particular,” 

The articles were theſe that follow. 

CO Firſt, The ſucceſſion to the crown to he ac- 
88 knowledged, according to the 8 cftabliſh- 

„ment. | 
4 Yecondly, A new treaty of commerce between 
« Great Britain and France to be made, after the 
<< wolt juſt and reaſonable manner. 
. Thicdly, Dunkirk to be demoliſhe d. 


«6 * Fourthly, 


een 


"tNE. 


hly, 
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<c Fourthly, Gibraltar and Port-17ahon to con- 
d tinue in the hands of thoſe who now poſſeſs them. 
„ Fifthly, The Aﬀtento (or liberty of ſelling 


Fo negroes to the Spaniſb Weſt-Indies) to be grant- 


«© edto the Engliſb, in as full a manner as the French 


«© poſlefs it at preſent; and ſuch places in the 


„ ſaid Meſſ-Indies to be aſſi ned to the perſons con- 
** cerned in this trade, for the refreſhment and fale 
« of their Negroes, as Mull be found neceſſary and 
convenient. 
„Sixthly, Whatever Te privileges, 
5 and rights are already, or may hereatter be, 


RE granted by Spain to the ſubjects of France, or any 
other nation, ſhall be equally 8 to the ſub- 
00 jects of Great Britain, | 


* Seventhly, For better peotecking al trade in 
the Spaniſh Weft-Tadies, the Engliſh ſhall be put 


into poſſeſſion of ſuch places as mal be named in 
0 the treaty of peace, . 


Or, as an equivalent for this article: that the 


Aſſiento be granted to Britain for the term of 
508? thirty years. That the iſle of Se. Cr lar ber 's be 
likewiſe ſecured to the Exgliſb. 


„That the advantages and exemption fro; n du- 
&« ties, promiſed by Monſieur AAeſnager, which he 


* affirms will amount to fifteen Per cent, upon all 


60 go. ods of the growth and manufacture of Great 


86 Britain, be effectually allowed. 


„ That whereas, on the ſide of the civer EPI 


«c the Engiſh are not in pe eln n of any colony, 44 


Certain | 
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« certain extent of territory be allowed them on 
< the ſaid river for refreſhing and keeping their ne- 
* oroes, till they are ſold to the Spamards ; ſubject 
© nevertheleſs, to the inſpection of an officer ap- 
pointed by Spain. 

„ Eightly, Newfoundland and the Bay and 
0 Streights of Hudſon, ſhall be intirely reſtored to 

d the Engliſh; and Great Britain and France ſhall re- 

& ſpectively keep whatever dominions in North Ame- 
& y;ca each of them ſhall be in poſſeſſion of, when 
< the ratification of this treaty ſhall be publiſhed 1 in 
<& thoſe parts of the world.” 


The fix firſt articles were allowed without any 


difficulty, except that about Dunkirh, where France 
was to have an equivalent, to be ſettled. in a gene- 
ral treaty. 85 
Difficulty ariſing upon the ſeventh urticts; the 
propoſed equivalent was allowed inſtead thereof. 
The laſt article was referred to the general treaty 
of peace; only the French inſiſted to have the power 


of fiſhing for cod, and rying them on the land of 


Neufundland. 


Theſe articles were to be looked upon as con- 


ditions, which the moſt Chriſtian king conſented 
to allow; and whenever a general peace ſhould 
be ſigned, they were to be digeſted into the uſual 
form of a treaty, to the ſatisfaction of both crowns. 


The queen having thus provided for the ſecurity 


and advantage of her kingdoms, whenever a peace 
ſhould be made, and upon terms no way interfer- 
ing with the intereſt of her allies ; the next thing 


10” 
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in order, was to procure from France ſuch prelimi- 
| nary articles, as might be a ground upon which to 
commence a general treaty, Theſe were adjuſted, 
and ſigned the fame day with the ſormer ; and 
having been delivered to the ſeveral miniſters reſi- 
ding here from the powers in alliance with England, 


were quickly made public. Burt the various con- 
ſtructions and cenſures which paſſed upon them, 
have made it neceſſary to ous: the reader the follow- 
ing tranſcript : 
The king being willing te to contribute all that 
e js in his power, to the re-eſtabliſhing of the 
« oeneral peace, his majeſty declares, 
« I. That he will acknowledge the queen of 


Great Britain in that quality, as alſo the ſucceſ- 


„ fion of that crown, according to the preſent 
« ſettlement. _ 


II. That he will freely, and bond fide, ola : 
©« to the taking all juſt and reaſonable meaſures, 


for hindering that the crowns of France and 


«* Spain may ever be united on the head of the 
* ſame prince; his majeſty being perfuaded, that 
* this exceſs of power would be contrary to the 
* good and quiet of Europe. 
“III. The king's intention is, that all the par- _ 
* ties engaged in the preſent war, without except- 
bs * any of them, may find their reaſonable fatis- 
faction in the treaty of peace, which ſhall be 
made: That commerce may be re-eſtabliſhed and 
© maintained for the future, to the advantage of 
« Great Britain, of Holland, and of the other na- 
Vor. XV. HT 90 Rn on iN tions, 
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* tions, who have been accuſtomed to Seile 
* commerce, 

IV. As the king will likewiſe maintain exact- 
<< ly the obſervation of the peace, when it ſhail be 
„ concluded, and the object the king propoſes to 
<« himſelf, being to ſecure the frontiers of his king- 
© dom, without diſturbing in any manner whatever 
the neighbouring ſtates, he promiſes to agree, by 


a the treaty which ſhall be made, that the Dutch 


<< ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of the fortified places, 
„ which ſhall be mentioned, in the Netherlands, 
«© to ſerve hercafter for a barrier ; which may ſecure 
s the quiet of the republick of Holland againſt any 
*« enterprize from the part of France, 

V. The king conſents likewiſe, that a ſecure and 
„convenient barrier ſhould be formed for the em- 
<6 pire, and for the houſe of Auſtria. 


VI. Notwithſtanding Dunkirk coſt the king 
very great ſums, as well to purchaſe it, as to for- 


„ tify it; and that it is further neceſſary to be at 
every conſiderable expence for razing the works, 
his Majeſty is willing however to engage to cauſe 


„ them to be demoliſhed, immediately after the 


« concluſion of the peace, on condition, that, for 
< the fortifications of that place, a proper equiva- 
_ « Jent, that may content him, be given him: And, 
as England cannot furniſh that equivalent, the 
diſcuſſion of it ſhall be referred to the conferen- 


5e ces to be held for the W of the 
"66 peace. 


«6 Vl, | 
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« VII. When the conferences for the negocia- 


e tion of the peace ſhall be formed, all the preten- 
ce“ ſions of the princes and ſtates, engaged in the 
e preſent war, ſhall be therein diſcuſſed bond fide, 
c and amicably : And nothing ſhall be omitted to 
e regulate and terminate thee to the ſatisfaCtion of 
* all the parties. 


MsNAGER.“ 


Thheſe overtures are founded upon the eighth arti- 
cle of the grand alliance, made in 1701; wherein 
are contained the conditions, without which a peace 
is not to be made; and whoever compares both, 
will find the preliminaries to reach every point pro- 

| poſed in that article, which thoſe who cenſured them 
| at home, if they ſpoke their thoughts, did not un- 
| derſtand : for nothing can be plainer, than what the 
| publick hath often been told, that the recovery of 


Spain from the houſe of Bourbon was a thing never 


imagined, when the war began, but a juſt and rea- 
ſonable ſatisfaction to the emperor. Much leſs 
ought ſuch a condition to be held neceſſary at pre- 


ſent, not only becauſe it is allowed on all hands to 
be impracticable, but likewiſe becauſe, by the 
changes in the Auſtrian and Bourbon families, it 
would not be ſafe: neither did thoſe, who were 
loudeft in blaming the French preliminaries, know 
any thing of the advantages privately ſtipulated for 
Britain, whoſe intereſts they aſſured us, were all 
mace a ſacrifice | to the corruption or folly of the ma- 

5 Eo i rouge nagers: 
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nagers: and therefore, becauſe the oppoſers of 
peace have been better informed by what they have 
ſince heard and ſeen, they have changed their bat- 
tery, and accuſed the miniſters for betraying the 
Dutch. : 
The Lord Raby, her majeſty 8 ambaſſador at the 
Hague, having made a ſhort journey to England, 
where he was created earl of Strafford, went back 
to Holland about the beginning of October, 1711, 
with the above preltminaries, in order to com- 
municate them to the penſionary, and other mini- 
ſters of the States. The earl was inſtructed to let 
them know, * That the queen had, according to 
< their defire, returned an anſwer to the firſt pro- 
< poſitions ſigned by Monſ. Torcy, fignifying, that 
the French offers were thought both by her ma- 
« jeſty and the States, nelther ſo particular nor fo 


& full as they ought to be; and inſiſting to have | | 


* giftin& project formed, of ſuch a peace as the 
< moſt Chriſtian king would be willing to con- 
ce clude: that this affair having been for ſome time 
ce tranſacted by papers, and thereby ſubject to de- 
« Jays, Monſ. Maſnager was at length ſent over by 
France, and had ſigned thoſe preliminaries now 
de communicated to them: that the ſeveral arti- 
<« cles did not, indeed, contain ſuch particular 
% conceſſions as Prance muſt and will make in the 
„ courſe of a freaty ; but that, however, her ma- 
60 jelty thought them a ſufficient foundation where- 
© on to open the general conferences. Pe 


hat 
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<< That her majeſty was unwilling to be charged 


e with determining the ſeveral intereſts of her allies, 


e and therefore contented herſelf with ſuch gene- 
e ral offers as might include all the particular de- 
«© minis, proper to be made during the treaty ; 
e where the confederates muſt reſolve to adhere 


* © firmly together, in order to obtain from the ene 
= my the utmoſt that could be hoped for, in the pre- 


« ſent circumſtances of affairs; which rule, her 


If the miniſters of Holland ſhould expreſs any 


uncaſineſs, that her majeſty may have ſettled the in- 


tereſts of her own kingdoms, in a future peace, by 
any private agreement, the ambaſſador was ordered 
to ſay, „That the queen had hitherto refuſed to 


| have the treaty carried on in her own kingdom, and 


&* would continue to do ſo, unleſs they (the Dutch) 


* conſtrained her to take another meafure : That 
| © by theſe means the States, and the reſt of the 
| © Allies, would have the opportunity of treating 
and adjuſting their different pretenſions; which : 


her majeſty would promote with all the zeal the 
© had ſhewn for the common good, and the parti- 
e cular advantage of that republick (as they muſt 
« do her the juſtice to confeſs}, in the whole courfe 


of her reign : that the queen had made no ſtipu- 


lation for herſelf, which might claſh with the in- 


“ tereſts of Holland; and that the articles to be in- 

e ſerted in a future treaty, for the benefit of Bri- 

* tain, were, for the moſt part, ſuch as contained a 
1 3: | cc ad- | 


1 majeſty aſſured the States, ſhe would, on her 
part, firmly obſerve.” | 
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e advantages, which muſt either be continued to 
the enemy, or be obtained by her majeſty ; but, 
ec however, that no conceſſion ſhould tempt her to 
ee hearken to a peace, unleſs her good friends and 


5 allies the States General had all reaſonable ſatis- 


« faction, as to their trade and barrier, as well 28 
ein all other reſpects.“ | 


After theſe aſſurances given in the queen 8 name, 


the earl was to inſinuate, That her majeſty ſhould 
have juſt reaſon to be offended, and to think the 
« proceeding between her and the States very un- 


equal, if they ſhould pretend to have any further 
5s uneaſineſs upon this head: That, being deter- 
<< mined to accept no advantages to herſelf, repug- 
% nant to their intereſts, nor any peace, without 


their reaſonable ſatisfaction, the figure ſhe had 
„made during the whole courſe of the war, and 
c the part ſhe had acted, ſuperior to any of the 
_ ©« allies, who were more concerned in danger and 
< intereſt might juſtly intitle her to ſettle the con- 

c cerns of Great Britain, before ſhe would « con- 
“& ſent to a general negociation.“ 


If the States ſhould object the engagements the 


queen was under, by treaties, of making no peace 
but in concert with them, or the particular obli- 
gations of the Barrier-treaty, the ambaſſador was 
to anſwer, „That, as to the former, her majeſty 
<6 had not in any ſort acted contrary thereto : 


“ That ſhe was ſo far from making a peace with- 


„out their conſent, as to declare her firm reſolu— 
$6 tion not to make it without their ſatisfa&ion ; 


„ and 
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« and that what had paſſed between France and her, 


&« amounted to no ons than an introduction to 


«a general treaty.” As to the latter, the earl 
had orders to repreſent very earneſtly, ** How much 
„it was even for the intereſt of Holland itſelf, 


e rather to compound the advantage of the Barrier- 
== treaty, than to inſiſt upon the whole, which 
the houſe of Huſtria, and ſeveral other allies, 
would never conſent to: That nothing could be 


© more odious to the people of England than many 


parts of this treaty; which e have raiſed 


g univerſal indignation, if the utmoſt care had not 
e been taken to quiet the minds of thoſe who were 


< acquainted with the terms of that guaranty, and 
cc to conceal them from thoſe who were not : That 


it was abſolutely neceſſary to maintain a good 


& harmony between boch nations without which 
y 5 


« jt would be impoſſible at any time to form a 
e ſtrength for reducing an exorbitant power, or 
oh preſerving the balance of Europe: from whence 


« it followed, that it could not be the true intereſt 
« of either country to inſiſt upon any conditions, 


« which might give juſt apprehenſion to the other. 


That France had propoſed Ut echt, Nimeguen, 
Aix, or Liege, wherein to hold the general trea- 


** ty; and her majeſty was ready to ſend her pleni- 


potentiaries, to which. ever of thoſe towns the 
States ſhould approve,” _ 
Tf the imperial miniſters, or thoſe of the other 
allies, ſhould object againſt the preliminaries as no 
tufficient ground for opening the conferences, and 


wo I CET 
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Inſiſt that France ſhould conſent to ſuch articles as 


were ſigned on the part of the allies in the year 


1709, the ear] of Strafford was in anſwer directed 
to inſinuate, That the French might have pro- 
< bably been brought to explain themſelves more 
S particularly, had they not perceived the uneaſi- 
< neſs, impatience, and jealouſy among the allies, 
during our tranſactions with that court,” How- 5 
ever he ſhould declare to them in the queen's name, 
„That, if they were determined to accept of peace 
<« upon no terms inferior to what was formerly de- 


© manded, her majeſty Was ready to concur with 


<« them; but would no longer bear thoſe diſpropor- 
„ tions of expence, yearly increaſed : upon her, nor 
the deficiency of the confederates in every part of 
© the war: That it was therefore incumbent upon 
e them to furniſh, for the future, ſuch quotas of 
„ ſhips and forces as they were now wanting in, 
ce and to increaſe their expence, while ber ma- 
66 jeſty reduced her 8 to a reaſonable and | juſt Fav 
9 portion.“ 


That, if the e of Vienna and Holland 


| ſhould urge their inability upon this head, the 
queen inſiſted, They ought to comply with her 
* in war or in peace; her majeſty deſiring nothing 


« as to the firſt, but what they ought to perform, 


cc and what is abſolutely neceſſary: and as to the 
* latter, that ſhe had done, and would continue to 
4 do, the utmoſt in her power towards obtaining 
“ ſuch a peace as might be to the fatisfaction of all = 

66 * her allies.” 5 


li 


Some 
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Some days after the earl of Strafford's deparrure 


to Hilland, Monſ. Buys, penſionary of Amsterdam, 


arrived here from thence with inſtructions from his 


* maſters, to treat upon the ſubject of the French pre- 
liminaries, and the methods for carrying on the war. 
In his firſt conference with a committee of coun- 

cil, he. objected againſt all the articles, as too ge- 
neral and uncertain ; and againſt ſome of them.” as 
prejudicial. He ſaid, “ The French promiſing that 
«trace ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed and maintained for the 


e future, was meant in order to deprive the Dutch of 
their tariff of 1664 for the plenipotentiaries of that 
e crown would certainly expound the word Retablir, 


«to ſignify no more than reſtoring the trade of the 
States to the condition it was in immediately be- 
e fore the commencement of the preſent war.” He 


faid, © That, in the article of Duzfirh, the de- 


« ſtruction of the harbour was not mentioned; 


and that the fortifications were only to be razed 
* upon condition of an equivalent, which might 
| « occaſion a difference between her r majeſty and the 
„ States, ſince Holland would think it hard to have 
| « 2 town leſs in their barrier for the demolition of 


« Dunkirk; and England would complain to have 


e this thorn continue in their fide, for the ſake of 


6 giving one town more to the Dutch.” 


Laſtly, be objected, “ That, where the French 
4 promiſed effectual methods ſhould be taken to 


| © prevent the union of France and Spain under the 
© fame king 


g mey offered nothing at all for the ceſ- 
bY ſion 
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de ſion of Spain, which was the moſt po 
point of the war. | 
„For theſe reaſons, Monſ, Buys hoped her ma- 
* jeſty would alter her meaſures, and demand ſpe- 
* eific articles, upon which the allies might debate 
9 en they would conſent toa Negociation ot 
| « no.” | ; 
The queen, who looked upon al theſe. difficul- 
ties, raiſed about the method of treating, as en- 
deavours to wreſt the negociation out of her 
hands, commanded the Jords of the committee to 
let Monſ. Buys know, That the experience ſhe 
e formerly had of proceeding by particular prelimi- 
_ «© naries towards a general treaty, gave her no en- 
© couragement. to repeat the ſame method any more: 
That ſuch a preliminary treaty muſt be negocia- 
© ted either by ſome particular allies, or by all. 
The firſt, her majeſty could never ſuffer, ſince 
„ ſhe would neither take upon her to ſettle the in- 
4 tereſts of others, nor ſubmit that others ſhould 
« ſettle thoſe of her own kingdoms, As to the ſe- 
© cond, it was liable to Monſ. Buys's objection, 
© becauſe the miniſters of France would have as fair 
* an opportunity of ſowing diviſion among the al- 
lies, when they were all aflembled upon a preli- 
* minary treaty, as when the conferences were open 
„for a negociation of peace: That this method 
could therefore bave no other effect than to delay 
„the treaty, without any advantage: That her 
8 majeſty Was heartily diſpoſed, both then and du- 
Liring the negociation, to . on every thing ne- 
B ceſſa ry 
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© ceſſary for ſecuring the barrier and commerce of 
b wars States ; and therefore hoped the conferences 


might be opened, without farther difficulties. 
wy That her majeſty did not only conſent but de- 


e fire to have a plan ſettled for carrying on the 


„ war, as ſoon as the negociation of peace ſhould 
e begin; but expected to have the burthen more 


ce equally laid, and more agreeable to treaties; and 
* would join with the States in preſſing the allies to 


ce perform their parts as ſhe had endeayoured to ani- 


$ mate them by her example.” 


Monſ. Buys ſeemed to know little of his maſters 


mind, and pretended he had no power to conclude 
upon any thing. Her majeſty's miniſter propoſed 


to him an alliance between the two nations, to ſub- 


ſiſt after a peace. To this he hearkened very readi- : 
ly, and offered to taxe the matter 4 referendum, , 
having authority to do no more, His i intention was, 
that he might appear to negociate, in order to gain 
time to pick out, if poſſible, the whole ſecret of 


the tranſactions between Britain and France; to 


diſcloſe nothing himſelf, nor bind his maſters 
to any conditions; to ſeek delays till the par- 
5 liament met, and then obſerve what turn it took, 

and what would be the iſſue of thoſe frequent ca- 


bals between hünſelf and ſome other foreign mini- 


ſters, in conjunction with the chief leaders of the 
diſcontented faction. 
The Dutch hoped, that the clamours raiſed a- 
gaiuſt the procecdings of the queen's miniſters to- 
wards a pace. would make the parliament diſa - 
prove 
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prove what had been done; whereby the States 
would be at the head of the negociation, which 
the queen did not think fit to have any more in their 
hands, where it had miſcarried twice already ; al- 
though prince Eugene himſelf owned, © that France 
© was then diſpoſed to conclude a peace upon ſuch 
ce conditions, as it was not worth the life of 2 


00 grenadier to refuſe them.” As to inſiſting upon 
ſpecific preliminaries, her majeſty thought lier own | 


method much better, for each ally, in the courſe 


of the negociation, to advance and manage his 


e own pretenſtons, wherein ſhe would ſupport and 
« aſſiſt them, rather than for two miniſters of one 


ally to treat ſolely with the enemy, and report 
what they pleaſed to the reſt, as was e 85 


the Dutch at Gertruydenberg. 


One part of Monſ. Buys's ine Aten was to | 
deſire the queen not to be fo far amuſed by a treaty 


ol peace, as to neglect her preparation for war a- 
gainſt the next campaign. Her majeſty, who was 


firmly reſolved againſt ſubmitting any longer to 
that unequal burthen of expence the had hitherto 
lain under, commanded Mr. ſecretary St. John to 
debate the matter with that miniſter, who ſaid he 
had no power to treat; only inſiſted, that his maſ- 
ters had fully done their part, and that nothing but 
exhortations could be uſed to prevail on tae other | 
allies to act with greater vigour. 


On the other ſide, the queen refuſed to con- 


cert any plan for the proſecution of the war, till 
5 the States would join with her in agreeing to open 


the 


S. 2. 
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| the conferences of peace; which therefore, by 


Monſ. Buys's application to them, was accordingly 


| done, by a reſolution taken in Fal upon the 
2 21ſt of November, I711, N. = 
About this time the count de Gallas was forbid 


the court, by order from the queen, who ſent him 
word, that ſhe. looked upon him no longer as a 
public miniſter. | 

This gentleman thought fit t to act a very diſhon- 


vurable part here in England, altogether inconſiſtent 
with the character he bore of envoy from the late 


and preſent emperors ; two princes under the ſtricteſt 


| ties of gratitude to the queen, eſpecially the latter, 
| who had then the title of king of pa. Count Gallas, 
about the end of AHuguſt, 1711, with the utmoſt 


privacy, diſpatched an Italian, one of his clerks, to 
Franckfort, where the earl of Peterborough was 
then expected. This man was inſtructed to paſs 


for a Spaniard, and inſinuate himſelf into the earl's 
| ſervice; which he accordingly did, and gave con- 
fant information to the laſt emperor” s ſecretary at 
Franckfort of all he could gather up in his lordſhip's 
family, as well as copies of ſeveral letters he had 
tranſcribed, It was likewiſe diſcovered that Gallas 
had, in his diſpatches to the preſent emperor, then 
in Spain, repreſented the queen and her miniſters as 
not to be confided in: that, when her majeſty had 
diſmiſſed the earl of Sunderland, ſhe promiſed to 
proceed no farther in the change of her ſervants; 


yet ſoon after turned them all out, and thereby ru- 
ined the public credit, as well as abandoned Spain: 


that 


— - _ 4 mc Cd ——— — - - - — pF - ————— - 
— 4 OO — — — — — — - — — * 2 — — — — — — ——— — — — — 2 * K — 5 
— - — 3 = - — — . ä—U — —— — 22 — — — — — _ = - — 2 = 
2 —— — — . UE RS — == —_ == —— — * — _— —— 
S Ext, = = "= — — ——> > Sx — FRF 55 Ons 
2 a>. - > * 6-2 — 9 - 
— — 


— 


- — n —— — 
— . ˙ » 0 PES 


— . 7˖˙» 7. 


125 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 


that the preſent miniſters wanted the abilities and 


IE. r 
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good diſpoſitions of the former; were perſons of ill 
deſigns, and enemies to the common cauſe, and he 
(Gallas) could not truſt them. In his letters to 
count Zinzendorũß, he ſaid, That Mr. ſecretary 
« $7. John complained of the houſe of . 
© backwardneſs, only to make the king of Spain 


c Odious to England, and the people hw Gelirous 
« of a peace, although 1 it were ever ſo bad one;” ta 


prevent which count Gallas drew up a memorial 


which he intended to give the queen, and tranſ- 
mitted a draught of it to Zinxendo- F for his advice 
and approbation. This memorial, among other 
great promiſes to encourage the continuance of the 
war, propoſed the detaching a good body of troops 
from Hungary to ſerve 1 in Italy or Spain as the queen 
ſhould think fit. 


Zinzendorf thought this too bold a flop.” without 


conſulting the emperor : to which Gallas replied, 
that his deſign was only to engage the Queen to go 
on with the war; that Zinzendorf knew how ear- 

neſtly the Engliſh and Dutch had preſſed to have theſe 
troops from Hungary; ; and therefore they ought to 
be promiſed, in order to quiet thoſe two nations, 


after which ſeveral ways might be found to elude 


that promiſe ; and, in the mean time, the great 

point would be gained of bringing the Engliſh to 

declare for continuing the war: that the emperor 
might afterwards excuſe himſelf, by the apprehen- 

fion of a war in Hungary, or of that between the Turks 

: and Myſeovites ; Mate, if theſe excuſes ſhould be a at an 


ED: - 


"ga a Os &  & © 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 127 
end, adetachment of one or two regiments might 
de ſent, and the reſt deferred, by pretending want 
of money; by which the queen would probably be 
brought to maintain ſome part of thoſe troops, and 
perhaps the whole body. He added, that this way | 
of management was very common among the 
allies; and gave for an example, the forces which 
the Dutch had promiſed for the ſervice of Spain, but 
were never ſent; with ſeveral other inſtances of 
the ſame kind, which he ſaid might be produced. 
| Her majeſty, who had long ſuſpected that count 
Gallas was engaged in theſe and the like practices, 
having at laſt received authentic proofs of this 
whole intrizue, from original letters, and the 
voluntary confeſſion of thoſe who were principally 
concerned in carrying it on, thought it neceflary 
to ſhew her reſentment, by refuſing the count any 
more acceſs to her perſon or her court, 
Aithough the queen, as it hath been already | 
obſerved, were reſolved to open the conferences 
| upon the general preliminaries, yet ſhe thought it 
would very much forward the peace, to know 
what were the utmoſt conceſſions which France | 
| would make to the ſeveral allies, but eſpecially to 
the States General and the duke of Savoy : there- 
fore, while her majeſty was preſſing the former to 
agree to a general treaty, the abbẽ Gualtier was 
ſent to France with a memorial, to deſire that the 
moſt Chriſtian king would explain himſelf upon 
| thoſe preliminaries, particularly with relation to 
W and en whoſe ſatisfaction the queen had 
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moſt at heart, as well from her friendſhip to both 
theſe powers, as becauſe, if ſhe might engage to 
them that their juſt pretenſions would be allowed, 
few difficulties Would remain, of w7 moment, to 
retard the general peace. 
The French anſwer to this memorial contained 
ſeveral ſchemes and propoſals for the ſatisfaction oi 
each ally, coming up very near to what her majeſty 
and her miniſters thought reaſonable. The great-— 
eſt difficulties ſeemed to be about the elector of 

Bavaria, for whoſe intereſts France appeared to 
be as much concerned, as the queen was for 
thoſe of the duke of Savoy : however, thoſe were 
| Judged not very hard to be ſurmounted. 

The States having at length agreed to a general 
treaty, the following particulars were concerted 
between her majeſty and that republic : 


„That the congreſs ſhould be held at Utrecht ; = 


4 that the opening of the congreſs ſhould be upon 
« the 12th of January, N. 8. 1711-12. 


That, for avoiding all inconveniences of cere- 


« mony, the miniſters of the queen and States, 


Co during the treaty, ſhould only have the charac- 


4e ters of plenipotentiaries, and not take that of 


« ambaſſadors, till the day on which the peace 


« ſhould be ſigned. 


« Laſtly, The queen and. States inſiſted, that 


e the miniſters of the duke of Anjou, and the late 


« eleCtors of Bavaria and Cologne, ſhould not ap- 


e pear at the congreſs, until the points relating to 
$6 their maſters y were | adjuſted ; ; and were firmly re- 


60 * ſolved | 
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0 ſolved not to ſend their paſſports for the mini- 

« fters of France, till the moſt Chriſtian king de- 

„ clared, that the abſence of the forementioned 

» | © miniſters ſhould not delay the progreſs of the 
| © negoctation.” 


19 Purſuant fo the three former articles, het majeſty 
il wrote circular letters to all the allies engaged with 
ber in the preſent war: and France had notice, that, 


as ſoon as the king declared his compliance with 
[ the laſt article, the blank paſſports ſhould be filled 
> W up with the names of the marechal D'Uxelles, the 
r I abbe de Policnac, and Monſ. Meſnager, who were 
e IT appointed plenipotentiaries for that crown. 5 
| From what I have hitherto deduced, the reader 
es the plan which the queen thought the moſt 
d I elficctual for advancing a peace. As the confer- 
ences were to begin upon the general prelimina- 
; es, the queen was fo be empowered by France to 
n offer ſeparately to the allies what might be reaſon- 


ble for each to accept; and her own intereſts be- — 
ing previouſly ſettled, ſhe was to act as a general 5 | 
„ Znediator: a figure that became her beſt, from the | 
part ſhe had in the war, and more uſeful to the — 
ff great end at which ſhe aimed, of giving a ſafe and 9 


e bonourable peace to Europe. 
Beſides, it was abſolutely neceſſary, for the in- 
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the miniſters here had a conference with Monſ. Buss, 
a few days before the parliament met. He was told, 
„ how neceſſary it was, by a previous concert be- 


„c tween the emperor, the queen, and the States, 


eto prevent any difference which might ariſe in the 
* courſe of the treaty at Utrecht: That, under pre- 
& tence of a barrier for the States General, as their 
« ſecurity againſt France, infinite prejudice might 
„ ariſe to the trade of Britain in the Spaniſh Nether- 
© lands; for by the fifteenth article of the Barrier- 
e treaty, in conſequence of what was ſtipulated by 
e that of Munter, the queen was brought to en- 
«© wave that commerce ſha]l not be rendered more 
de eaſy, in point of duties, by the ſea-ports of Flan- 
20 ders, than it is by the river Scheld, and by the 
* canals on the fide of the Seven provinces, which, 


«2345 things now ſtood, was very unjuſt; for while 


the towns in Flanders were in the hands of Fran: 
or Spain, the Dutch and we traded to them upon 
equal foot; but now, ſince by the Barrier- treat; 
& thoſe towns were to be poſſeſſed by the States, 
that republick might lay what duties they pleaſed 
upon Britiſh goods, after paſſing by O/tend, and 
„ make their own cuſtom-tree, which would ut- 
ce terly ruin our whole trade with Flanders.” - 
pon this, the lords told Mr. Buys very frankly 


That if the States expected the queen ſhould ſup- 
. port their barrier, as their demands from Frans 


„ and the houſe of Au/iria, upon that head, they 


«6 ought to agree, that the ſubjects of Britain ſhould 


be trade 28 freely to all the countries and places 
66 trade 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 137 


« which, by virtue of any former or future treats, 
« were to become the barrier of the States, as they 
te did in the time of the late king Charles the ſecond 


| of Spain; or as the ſubjects of the States-General 


« themſelves ſhall do: and that it was hoped, their 
* high- mightineſſes would never ſcruple to rectify 


« a miſtake ſo injurious to that nation, without 
* whoſe blood and treaſure they would have had no 

Ne barrier at all.“ Mon, Brizs had nothing to anſwer 
gainſt theſe objections, but ſaid, he had already 


—_ to his maſters for further inſtructions; 


Greater difficulties occurred about ſettling what 
| ſhould be the barrier to the States after a peace : 
| the envoy inſiſting to have all the towns that were 


named in the treaty of barrier and ſucceſſion ; and 


the queen's minitters excepting thoſe towns, which 
if they continued in the hands of the Dutch, would 
| render the trade of Britain to Flanders precarious. 
At length it was agreed in general; that the States 

| ought to have what is really eſfential to the ſecurity 
of their barrier againſt France; and that ſome ami- 
cable expedient ſkould be found, for removing the 
fears both of Britain and Holland upon this point. 


But at the ſame time Monf. Buys was told, 


| © That, although the queen would certainly inſiſt 
| * to obtain all thoſe points from France, in behalf 
25 $4 her allies the States, yet ſhe hoped mis maſters 


were too reaſons ble to break off the treaty, ra- 


bs * ther than not obtain the very utmoſt of their de- 
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e mands, which could not be fettled here, unleſ- 
c he were fully inſtructed to ſpeak and conclude 
c upon that ſubject: that her majeſty thought the 
e beſt way of ſecuring the common intereſt, and 
© preventing the diviſion'of the allies, by the arti- 
ce fices of France, in the courſe of a long negoci: 
„ ation, would be to concert between the queen“ 
< miniſters and thoſe of the States, with a due re- 
„ oard to the other confederates, ſuch a plan as 
e might amount to a ſafe and honourable peace.“ 
After which the abbe Polignac, who of the French 
plenipotentiaries was moſt in the ſecret of his 
court, might be told; * That it was in vain to 
„ amule each other any longer; that on ſuch terms 
* the peace would be immediately concluded; and 
« tha: the conferences muſt ceaſe, if thoſe condi- 
tions were not, without delay, and with expe· 
40 dition, granted.“ 
A treaty between her majeſſy and the States, to 
ſubſiſt atter a peace, was now ſigned, Monſ. Buy: 
having received full powers to that purpoſe. His 


588 maſters were deſirous to have a private article ad- 


ded, ſub ſperati, concerning thoſe terms of peace ; 
without the granting of which, we ſhould ſtipulate 
not to agice, with the enemy. But neither the 

character of Buys, nor the manner in which hc 

Was impowered to treat, would allow the queen to 
enter into ſuch an engagement. The congreſs like- 
wile approachipg, there was not time to ſettle: 

point of ſo great importance. Neither, laſtly, 
would her majeſty be tied down by Helland, with 
CE ge out 
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out previous ſatisfaction upon ſeveral articles in 
the Barrier-treaty, ſo inconſiſtent with her engage- 
ments to other powers in the alliance, and ſo in- 


jurious to her own kingdoms, 


The lord privy-ſeal, and the carl of Sara 
having, about the time the parliament met, been 
appointed her majeſty's plenipotentiarics for treating 


a general peace, I ſhall here break off the account 
of any further progreſs made in that great affair, 


untill I reſume i it in the laſt book of this . 


R 
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H E Sa of commons ſeemed. reſolved, 


from the beginning of the ſeſſion, to inquire 


ſtrictly not only into all abuſes relating to the ac- 


counts of the army, but likewiſe into the ſeveral 
treaties between us and our allies, upon what arti- 
cles and conditions they were firſt agreed to, and 
how theſe had been fince obſerved. In the firſt 
week of their ſitting, they ſent an addreſs to the 
queen, to deſire that the treaty, whereby her ma- 


jeſty was obliged to furniſh forty thouſand men, 


to act in conjunction with the forces of her allies in 
the Low Countries, might be laid before the houſe. 
To which the ſecretary of ſtate brought an anſwer, 
« That ſearch had been made, but no foot - ſteps 
could be found of any treaty or convention for 
4 that 8 It was this unaccountable 
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neglect in the former miniſtry, which firſt gave 3 
pretence to the allies for leſſening their quota's, 
ſo much to the diſadvantage of her majeſty, her 
kingdoms, and the common cauſe, in the courſe 
of the war. It had been ſtipulated by the grand al- 
liance, between the emperor, Britain, and the 
States, that thoſe three powers ſhould aſſiſt each 
other with their whole force, and that the ſeveral 
_ proportions ſhould be ſpecificd in a particular con- 
vention. But if any ſuch convention were made, 


it was never ratified; only the parties agreed, by 


common conſent, to take each a certain ace of 
the burthen upon themſelves, which the late king 
Milliam communicated to the houſe of commons by 
his ſecretary of ſtate; and which afterwards the 
other two powers, obſerving the mighty zeal in qur 


miniſtry for prolonging che war, eluded as they 


pleaſed. 

The commiſſioners for ſtating the 1 ac- 
counts of the kingdom had, in executing their 
office the preceding ſummer, diſcovered ſeveral 
practices relating to the affairs of the army, which 


they drew up | in a report and delivered to the 


houſe. | 
The commons began their examination of the re- 
port with a member of their own, Mr. Robert Wal. 
pole, already mentioned; who, during his being 
ſecretary at war, had received five hundred guineas, 
and taken a note for five hundred pounds more, on 
account of two contracts for forage of the queen's 


troops quartgres 1 in Scotland. He endeavoured to ex- 
| 5 cuſe 


” Y » vel. ee Acct en. A 8 


* As 5 ith. 1 2 . A 


_ 


Las r YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 137 
| cuſe the firſt contract, but had nothing to ſay about 


the ſecond. The firſt appeared ſo plain and ſo ſcan- 


dalous to the Commons, that they voted the author 
of it guilty of a high breach of truſt, and notorious 


corruption, committed him priſoner to the tower, 
where he continued to the end of the [ef n, and 


| expelled bim the houſe. He was a perfon 
much careſſed by the oppoſers of the qucen and 
miniſtry, having been firſt drawn into their party 
by his indiFerence to any principles, and aſterwards 
ö kept ſteady by the loſs of his place. His bold, for- 
Ward countenance, altogether a ſtranger to that in- 
flirmity which makes men baſhful, joined to a rea- 

dinefs of ſpeaking in public, hath juſtly intitled 
him, among thoſe of his faction, to be a ſort of 


leader of the ſecond form. The reader muſt ex- 


cuſe me for being fo particular about one, who is 
otherwiſe altogether obſcure. 


Another part of the report concerned the luke 


of Marlborough, who had received large ſums of 
| money, by way of gratuity, from thoſe ho 
were the undertakers for providing the army with 
bread. This the duke excuſed, in a letter to the 
' commiſſioners, from the like practice of other ge- 


nerals: but that excuſe appeared to be of little 


weight, and the miſchicvous conſequences of ſuch 


a corruption were viſible enough; fince the money 


given by theſe undertakers were but bribes for con 
nivance at their indirect dealings with the army. ; 


And as frauds, that begin at the top, are apt to 


ſpread through all the ſubordinate ranks of thoſe 


* 
— 
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who have any ſhare in the management, and to 
increaſe as they circulate ; ſo, in this caſe, for 
every thouſand pounds given to the general, the | 
ſoldiers at leaſt ſuffered fourfold. 
Another article of this report, relating to the 
duke, was yet of more importance. "The greateſt 
part of her majeſty's forces in Flanders were mer- 
cenary troops, hired from ſeveral princes of Europe. 
It was found that the queen's general ſubſtracted 
two and a half per cent. out of the pay of thoſe 
troops, for his own uſe, which amounted to a 
great annual ſum. The duke of Marlborough, in 
his letter already mentioned, endeavouring to exte- 
nuate the matter, told the commiſfioners, ce That 
this deduction was a free gift from the foreign 
„ troops, which he had negociated with them by 
© the late king's orders, and had obtained the 
„ queen's warrant for reſerving and receiving it : 


That it was intended for ſecret ſervice, the ten 


„ thouſand pounds a year given by parliament not 
„ proving ſufficient, and had all been laid out that 
„ way.” The commiſſioners obſerved, in anſwer, 
„That the warrant was kept dormant for nine 

« years, as indeed no entry of it appeared in the 


e * ſecretary of ſtate's books, and the deduction of 


« jt concealed all that time from the knowledge of 
< parliament : That, if it had been a free gift from 
6 the foreign troops, it would not have been ſtipu- 
e lated by agreement, as the duke's letter confeſſed, 
and as his warrant declared, which latter affirm- 

— ed this RRoppage to. be intended for defraying 

| cc ex- 


3 counted for: 


* extraordinary contingent expences of the troops, 


; and therefore ſhould 1 not have been applied to ſe- 


« cret ſervices,” They ſubmitted to the houſe, whe - 


ther the warrant itſelf were legal or duly counter- 
' ſigned. The commiſſioners added, “ That no re- 


c ceipt was ever given for this deducted money, 


nor was it mentioned in any receipts from the for- 


* cign troops, which were always taken in full, 


| And laſtly, That the whole ſum, on computati- 
on, amounted to near three hundred thouſand 
© pounds,” WO 


The houſe, after a long debate, reſolved, 


C That the taking ſeveral ſums from the contract- 
ers for bread by the duke of Marlborough, was 
© unwarrantable and illegal; and that the two 
« and a half per cent. deducted from the foreign 
troops, was public money, and ought to be ac- 
which reſolutions were laid be- 
fore the queen by the whole houſe, and her ma- 
jeſty promiſed to do her part in redreſſing what was 
| complained of. The duke and his friends had, 
about the beginning of the war, by their credit with 
the queen, procured a warrant from her majeſty 
for this perquiſite of two and a half per cent. The 
| warrant was directed to the duke of Marlborough, 
and counter-ſigned by Sir Charles Hedges, then fe- 
cretary of ſtate ; by virtue of which the paymaſter- 
general of the army was to pay the ſaid deducted 
money to the general, and take a receipt in full : 
: oem t the foreign oops. en 
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It was obſerved, as very commendable and be- 

coming the dignity of ſuch an aſſembly, that this 

debate was managed with great temper, and with 


8 
few perſonal reflexions upon the duke of Marlbo- 


rough, They ſeemed only deſirous to come at the 


truth, without which they could not anſwer the 
truſt repoled in them by thoſe whom they repre- 


ſented, and left the reft to her majeſty's prudence, 
: The attorney-general was ordered to commence an 
action againſt the duke for the fubſtracted money, 


which would have amounted to a great ſum, enough 


to ruin any private perſon, except himſelf. This 


proceſs is ſtill depending, although very moderately 


purſued, either by the queen's indulgence to one 
whom ſhe had formerly ſo much truſted, or per- 
haps to be revived or flackened, according to the 


future demeanour of the defendant, 
Seme time after, Mr. Cardonell, a member cf 


parliament, and ſecretary to the general in Plar- | 
Vers, was expelled the houſe, for the offence of re- 
ceiving yearly bribes from thoſe who had contraCted 


to furniſh bread for the army; and met with no 


further puniſhment for a prattice, voted to be un- 
Warrantable and corrupt. __ 


Theſe were all the cenſures of any moment 


which the commons, under ſo great a weight of 


buſineſs, thought ſit to make, upon the reports of 


their commiſſioners for inſpecting the publick ac- 
counts. But having promiſed, in the beginning 
of this Hiſtory, to examine the ſtate of the nation, 


with reſpect to its debts; ; by what negligence or 


| cor- 
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corruption they firſt began, atid in proceſs of time 
made ſuch a prodigious increaſe ; and, laſtly, what 
courſes have been taken, under the preſent admi- 
niſtration, to find out funds for anſwering ſo many 
unprovided incumbrances, as well as put a ſtop to 
new ones ; I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy the reader 
upon this important article; 

By all I have yet read of the hiſtory of our own 
country, it appears to me, that the national debts, 
ſecured upon parliamentary funds of intereſt, were 
things unknown in England before the laſt revoluti- 


on under the prince of Orange. It is true, that in 


the grand rebellion the king's enemies borrowed 
money of particular perſons, upon what they cal- 
led the public faith; but this was only for ſhort 
periods, and the ſums no more than what they 
could pay at once, as they conſtantly did, Some 
of our kings have been very profuſe in peace and 
war, and are blamed in hiſtory for their oppreſſions 
of the people by ſevere taxes, and for borrowing 
money which they never paid : but national debts 
was a ſtyle, which, I doubt, would hardly then be 


underſtood. When the prince of Orange was rai- 


ſed to the throne, and a general war began in theſe 
parts of Europe, the king and his counſellors thought 


it would be ill policy to commence his reign with 


heavy taxes upon the people, who had lived long 
incaſe and plenty, and might be apt to think their 
deliverance too dearly bought: wherefore one of 
the firſt actions of the new government was to take 
off the tax upon chimnies, as a burthen very un⸗ 
grateful 
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grateful to the commonalty. But money being 
wanted to ſupport the war (which even the conven- 
tion-parliament, that put the crown upon his head, 
were very unwilling he ſhould engage in), the 
preſent biſhop of Saliſbury [G] is ſaid to have found 
out that expedient (which he had learned in Hal- 
land) of raiſing money upon the ſecurity of taxes, 
that were only ſufficient to pay a large intereſt. 
The motives which prevailed on pcople to fall in 


with this project were many, and plauſible ; for 


ſuppoſing, as the miniſters induſtriouſly gave out, 
that the war could not laſt above one or two cam- 
paigns at moſt, it might be carried on with very 
moderate taxes; and the debts accruing would, in 
proceſs of time, be eaſily cleared after a peace, 
"Chen the bait of large intereſt would draw in a 
great number of thoſe whoſe money, by the dan- 

gers and difficulties of trade, lay dead upon their 
3 ; and whoever were lenders to the govern- 
ment would, by ſureſt principle, be obliged to 
ſupport it. Beides, the men of eſtates could not 
be perſuaded, without time and difficulty, to have 
thoſe taxes laid on their lands, which cuſtom hath | 
ſince made ſo familiar; and it was the buſineſs of 
ſuch as were then in power to cultivate a monicd 
intereſt; becauſe the gentry of the kingdom did 
not very much reliſh thoſe new notions in govern- 
ment, to which the king, who had imbibed his po- 


Ep liticks i in his own | Country, 1 was n to 8 too 


[4] Dr, Gilbert Burnet, 2 
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much way. Neither perhaps did that prince think 


national incumbrances to be any evil at all, fince 


the flouriſhing republick; where he was born, 1s 
thought to owe more than ever it will be able or 


willing to pay. And I remember, when I men- 


tioned to Monſ. Buys the many millions we owed, 


he would advance it as a maxim, that it was 
for the intereſt of the publick to be in debt; 
which, perhaps, may be true in a commonwealth 
fo crazily inſtituted, where the govenors cannot 
have too many pledges of their ſubjects fidelity, and 
where a great majority muſt inevitably be undons 
by any revolution, however brought about: but to 
preſcribe the ſame rules to a monarchy, whoſe 
wealth ariſeth from the rents and improvements of 
lands, as well as trade and manufactures, is the 


mark of a confined and cramped underſtanding. 
I was moved to ſpeak thus, becauſe I am very 


well ſatisfied, that the pernicious counſels of bor- 
rowing money upon public funds of intereſt, as 
well as ſome other ſtate-leſſons, were taken indi- 
geſted from the like practices among the Dutch, 
without allowing in the leaſt for any difference in 
government, religion, law, cuſtom, extent of 
country, or manners and diſpoſitions of the people. 


But when this expedient of anticipations and 
mortgages was firſt put in practice, artful men, in 


office and credit, began to conſider what uſes it 
might be applied to; and ſoon found it was likely 
to prove the moſt fruitful ſeminary, not only to 
eſtabliſh a action they intended to ſet up for their 
own are but wi to raiſe vaſt wealth for 
th. mc: A 
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themſelves in particular, who were to be the man- 


agers and directors in it. It was manifeſt, that 


nothing could promote theſe two deſigns ſo much, 
as burthening the nation with debts, and giving 


encouragement to lenders: for, 2s tb the firſt, it 


was not to be doubted, that moneyed men would 
be always firm to the party of thoſe who adviſed 
the borrowing upon ſuch gocd ſecurity, and with 
ſuch e ee premiums and intereſt; and every 
new ſum that was lent, took away as much power 
from the landed men, as it added to theirs : ſo 


that the deeper the kingdom was engaged, it was 


till the better for them. Thus a new eſtate and 


property ſprung up in the hands of mortgagees, to 


whom every houſe and foot of land in England 
Paid a rent- charge, free of all taxes and defalca- 
tions, and purchaſed at leſs than half value. 80 
that the gentlemen of eſtates were, in effect, but 
tenants to theſe new landlords; many of whom 
were able, in time, to force the election of boroughs 
out of the hands of thoſe who had been the old 
proprietors and inhabitants. This was arrived at. 
ſuch a height, that a very few years more of war 
and funds would have clearly caſt the balance on 

| the monied ſide. | 


As to the ſecond, this project of borrowing upon 


funds was oi mighty advantage to thoſe who 
were in the management of it, as well as to their 
friends and pos ug ;; for, funds proving often 


deficient, the government was obliged to ſtrike 


rallies tor making vp. the reſt, which tallies were 
— — — ſometimes 
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ſometimes (to ſpeak in the merchants phraſe) at 


| above forty per cent. diſcount. At this price thoſe 
who were in the fecret bought them up, and then 
| took care to have that deficiency ſupplied in the 
next ſeffion of parliament, by which they doubled 
their principal in a few months; and, for the en- 
| couragement of lenders, every new project of lot- 


teries or annuities propoſed ſome farther advantage, 


cither as to intereſt or premium, 


In the year 1697, a general mortgage was made 


ol certain revenues and taxes already ſettled, which 
| amounted to near a million a year. This mortgage 
| was to continue till 1706, to be a fund for the pay- 

ment of about five millions one hundred thouſand 


pounds, In the firſt parliament of the queen, the 
ſaid mortgage was continued till 1710, to ſupply a 
deficiency of 2,300,000 pounds, and intereſt of 


above a million; and in the intermediate years a 
great part of that fund was branched out into an- 


nuities for 99 years; ſo that the late miniſtry rai- 
ſed all their money to 1710, only by continuing 
funds which were already granted to their bands, 


This deceived the people in general, who were ſa- 


tified to continue the payments they had been ac- 


cuſtomed to, and made the adminiſtration. ſeem _ 


eaſy, ſince the war went on without any new taxes 
raiſed, except the very laſt year they were in pow- 


er! not conſidering what a mighty fund was ex- 


hauſted, and muſt be perpetuated, - although ex- 


tremely i injurious to trade, and to the true intereſt 
of the nation. 
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This great fund of the general mortgage was not 
only loaded, year after year, by mighty ſums bor- 
rowed upon it, but with the intereſt due upon 
thoſe ſums; for which the treaſury was forced " 
- Are tallies, payable out of that fund, after al 
the money already borrowed upon it, there being 
no other proviſion of intereſt for three or four years: 
till at laſt the fund was ſo overloaded, that it could 

neither pay principal nor intereſt, and tallies wer: 

| ſtruck for both, which occaſioned their great dif. 
count. 

Butt to avoid miſtakes upon a | fabjeQ, where | 
am not very well verſed either in the ſtyle or mat- 
ter, I will tranſcribe an account ſent me by a per- 
fon [i] who ! is eee inſtructed in theſe at- 

fairs. a 
In the year 1707, "the ſum of $22,381 pounds, 
«x 5 ſhillings and 6 pence, was raiſed, by con- 
© tinuing part of the general mortgage from 1710 
4 to 1712; but with no proviſion of intereſt til! 
"io Auguſ? the fiſt, 1710, otherwiſe than by ſtriking 
« tallies for it on that fund fee alter all the other 
« money borrowed. N 
„In 1708, the ſame funds were continued 
from 1712 to 1714, to raiſe 729,067 pounds 15 
„ ſhillings and 6 pence ; but no proviſion for in- 
« tereſt till Auguſt the firſt, 1712, otherwiſe than 
« as before, by ſtriking tallies for it on the ſame 
. fund, ral after all the reſt of the money 


TE Sir 1 Sant. e 
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| cc horrowed. And the diſcount of tallies then 


e thing to pay intereſt ah the money lent, till Au- 
gust che firſt, 1712, But the late lord treaſurer 
« ſtruck tallies for the full ſum directed by the act 
eto be borrowed, great part of which have been 


R offices, and fome are ſtill in the bands of the go- 
Lovernment. 8 Bk 
18 60 In x709, part of the ſame fund Was 4 


from Auguſi the firſt, 1714, to Auguſt the firſt, 


5 41710, to raiſe 645,000 pounds; and no proviſion 
1. for intereſt till Auguſ the firſt, 1714 (which was 
about five years), but by borrowing money on 
48.“ the ſame ſund, payable after the ſums before 
en. ent; fo that little of that money was lent, But 


the tallies were ſtruck for what was unlent, ſome 
' of which were given out for the payment of the 
* navy and victualling, and ſome ſti U remain in 
the hands of the government. 

In 1710, the ſums which were before given 
from 17 14, to 1716, were continued trom thence 
to 1720, to raile 1,296,552 pounds, 9 ſhillings 


1 

8 15 and 11 pence 3 farchings; and no immediate 
mY proviſion for intereſt till Auguſt the ficſt, 1716, 
£ only, after the duty of one ſhilling per buſhel on 

ame 
\oney alt ſhould be cleared from the money it was then 

= charged with, and which was not ſo cleared till f 
© por Midſummer 1712 laſt; then that fund was to be ; 
\ 0 ” 


9 to pay the intereſt till Auguſt the firſt, 
3 8 17258 


* beginning to riſe, great part of that money 
remains ſtill unraiſed; and there is nothing 


4 delivered in payment to the navy and victualling- 
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This great fund of the general mortgage was not 
only loaded, year after year, by mighty ſums bor- 
rowed upon it, but with the intereſt due upon 
thoſe ſums; for which the treaſury was forced to 
ſtrike tallies, payable out of that fund, after al: 
the money already borrowed upon it, there being 
no other proviſion of intereſt for three or four years: 
till at laſt the fund was fo overloaded, that it could 
neither pay principal nor intereſt, and tallies were 
ſtruck for both, which occaſioned their great dil. 
count. 

But to avoid miſtakes upon a ſubject, hers i | 
am not very well verſed either in the ſtyle or mat- 
ter, I will tranſcribe an account ſent me by a per- 
ſon (z] who 1 is thoroughly inſtructed in theſe al- 
fairs. . | 
eln the year 1707, the ſum 4644165 pounds, 
"x8 ſhillings and 6 pence, was raiſed, by con- 
e tinuing part of the general mortgage from 1710 
« to 1712; but with no proviſion of intereſt ti! 
% Auguſt the firſt, 1710, otherwiſe than by ſtriking 
« tallies for it on that Hung ee bode after all the other 
« * money borrowed. 

In 1708, the fame funds were ed 
5 from 1712 to 1714, to raiſe 729,067 pounds 15 
„ ſhillings and 6 pence ; but no proviſion for in- 
« tereſt till Augu/t the firſt, 1712, otherwiſe than 
Laas before, by ſtriking tallies for it on the ſame 
6h Kan, waren after all the reſt of the money 


14 Sir ir Jobn Blunt, | 
— bor- 
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| « borrowed. And the diſcount of tallies then 
| « beginning to rile, great part of that money 


40 thing to pay intereſt for the money lent, till Au- 


| © offices, and ſome are fti I in the Hangs of the g0- 
| © yvernment, | 

An 1709, part of the ſame fund was continued 
« from Augiuſi the firſt, 17 14, to Auguſt the firſt, 
41716, to raiſe 645,000 pounds; and no proviſion 
„for intereſt till Auguſt the firſt, 1714 (which was 


| © about five years), but by borrowing money on 


| © the ſame fund, Payable after the ſums before 


© the tallies were ſtruck for what was unlent, ſome 
n * of which were given out for the payment of the 
© navy and victualling, and ſome ſtill remain in 
the hands of the government. 

In 1710, the ſums which were before given 
* from 1714, to 1716, were continued trom thence 


. to 1720, to raiſe 1, 296, 5 52 pounds, 9 ſhillings 

* “and 11 pence 3 farthings; and no immediate 

5 * proviſion for intereſt till Auguſt the firſt, 4 4 

Fog * only, after the duty of one ſhilling per buſhel on 

FTA * ſalt ſhould be cleared from the money it was then 
charged with, and which was not fo cleared till 

5 | Midſummer 1712 laſt ; then that fund was to be 
OL 


applied to Pay the intereſt till Aug ui the firſt, 
L. 2 3 — 2 


| «remains ſtill unraiſed; and there is nothing 


Ku the firſt, 1712. But the late lord treaſurer 
„ ſtruck tallics for the full ſum directed by the act 
eto be borrowed, great part of which have been | 
delivered in payment to the nayy and victualling- 


* tent ; fo that little of that money was lent, But. 
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<« 1716, which intereſt amounted to about ſeventy. 
ce ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- three 
c pounds per annum and the ſaid ſalt fund pro- 
* duceth but about fifty-five thouſand pounds fer 
© annum; fo that no money was borrowed upon 
the general mortgage in 1710, except one hun- 
e dred and fifty thouſand pounds lent by the Suiſ 
« Cantons; but tallies were ſtruck for the whole 
„„ ſum. Theſe all remained in the late treaſurer 
ec hands at the time of his removal, yet the money 
c wes expended, which occaſioned thoſe great de- 
„ mands upon the commiſſioners of the treaſury e 
© who ſucceeded him, and were forced to pawn i 
c thoſe tallies to the Bank, or to remitters, rather c 
<< than ſel] them at 20 or 25 per cent, diſcount, * tl 
ce the price then was. About 200,000 pounds m 
© them they paid to clothiers of the army, and p. 
c others; and all the reſt, being above 90,000 cl 
pounds, have been ſubſcribed into the South w 
60 © ſea company, for the uſe of the publick,” _ er 
When the earl of Godolphin was removed {rom 
his employment, he left a debt upon the Navy 0 
millions, all contracted under his adminiſtrati 
on, which had no parliament-ſecurity, and was dai 
Increaſed, Neither could I ever learn, wheth: 
that lord had the ſmalleſt proſpect of clearing thi 
| incumbrance, or whether there were policy, negi are 
ligence, or deſpair at the bottom of this unaccountY ac] 
able management. But the conſequences were vi ſec 
ſible and ruinous; for by this means navy-bll 
grew to be forty per cent. diſcount, and upwardt 
ow 5 7 N 7 
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| and almoſt every kind of ſtores, bought by the na- 
vy and victualling-offices, coſt the government 
| double rates, and ſometimes more: ſo that the 
| publick hath directly loſt ſeveral millions upon this 
one article, without any ſort of neceſſity, that 1 
| could ever hear aſſigned * che ableſt vindicators of 
that party. 


In this oppreſſed and wise ſtate was the 


kingdom, with relation to its debts, when the queen 
removed the earl of Godolphin from his office, and 
put it into commiſſion, of which the preſent treaſur- 
er was one. This perſon had been choſen ſpeaker 
| ſucceſſively to three parliaments, was afterwards ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, and always in great efteem with | 
| the queen for his wiſdom and fidelity, The late 


miniſtry, about two years before their fall, had 
prevailed with her majeſty, much againſt he in- 


| Clination, to diſmiſs him from her fervice ; for 
| which they cannot be juſtly blamed, fince he had 


endeavoured the ſame thing againſt them, and very 
narrowly failed; which makes it the more extra- 
ordinary that he ſhould ſucceed in a ſecond attempt : 
againſt thoſe very adverſaries, who had ſuch fair 
warning by the firſt. He is firm and ſteady in his 
reſolutions, not eaſily diverted from them after he 
hath once poſſeſſed himſelf of an opinion that they 
are right, nor very communicative where he can 
act by himſelf, being taught by experience, that a 
ſecret is ſeldom ſafe in more than one breaſt. That 
which occurs to other men aſter mature deliberati- 
en, offers to him as his firſt thoughts; ſo that he 

1 IL. 1 decides 
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decides immediately what is beſt to be done, and 
therefore is ſeldom at a loſs upon ſudden exigen- 
cies, He thinks it a more eaſy and ſafe rule in po- 
liticks to watch incidents as they come, and then 
turn them to the advantage of what he purſues, 
than pretend to foreſee them at a great diſtance, 
Fear, cruelty, avarice, and pride, we wholly ſtran- 
gers to his nature; but he is not without ambition. 
There is one thing peculiar in his temper, which 
J altogether diſapprove, and do not remember to 
have bande or met with in any other man's character: 
I mean, an eaſineſs and indifference under any im- 

putation, although he be never ſo innocent, and 
aithough the ſtrongeſt probabilities and appear- 
ances are againſt him; ſo that I have known him 
often ſuſpetted. by his neareſt friends, for ſome 

months, in points of the higheſt importance, to a 
degree, that they were ready to break with him, 


and only undeceived by time and accident. His 


detractors, who charge him with cunning, are 
but ill acquainted with his character; for, in the 
ſenſe they take the word, and as it is uſually un- 
derſtood, I know no man to whom that mean ta- 
lent could be with leſs juſtice applied, as the con- 
duct of affairs, While he hath been at the belm, 
doth clearly demonſtrate, very contrary to the na- 
ture and principles of cunning, which is always 
employed in ſerving little turns, propoſing little 
ends, and ſupplying daily exigencies by little ſhitts 
and bie But to reſcue a prince out of the 
hands of inſol lent Cub} ecke, bent upon. ſuch deſigns 


A * 
Co's 
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as muſt probably end in the ruin of the government; 
to find out means for paying ſuch exorbitant debts 
as this nation hath been involved in, and reduce it 
to a better management; to make a potent enemy 


offer advantageous terms of peace, and deliver up 


the moſt important fortreſs of his kingdom as a ſe- 
curity; and this againſt all the oppoſition, mutu- 
ally raiſed and inflamed by parties and allies ; ſuch 
performances can only be called cunning by thote 


whoſe want of underſtanding, or of candour, puts 


them upon finding ill names for great qualities of 


the mind, which themſelves do neither polleſs, _ 


nor can form any juſt conception of. However, it 


muſt be allowed, that an obſtinate love of ſecrecy 


in this miniſter ſeems, at diſtance, to have ſome 
reſemblance of cunning ; for he is not only very 


retentive of ſecrets, but appears to be fo too, which 
I number amongſt his defects, He hath been bla- 
med by his friends for refuſing to diſcover his in- 


tentions, even in thoſe points where the wiſeſt 
man may have need of advice and affiſtance ; Rand 


ſome have cenſured him upon that account, as if 
he were jealous of power: but he hath been heard 


D anſwer, „That he Aeldom did otherwiſe with- 
out cauſe to repent,” 
However, ſo undiſtinguiſned a caution cannot, 


in my opinion, be juſtified, by which the owner 
loſeth many advantages, and whereof all men, 
who deſerved to be confided in, may with ſome 


reaſon complain. His love of procraſtination 
(wherein doubtleſs nature hath her ſhare) may 
" 4 Pro- 
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probably. be increaſed by the ſame means ; but this 
is an imputation laid upon many other great mini- 
ſters, who, like men under too heavy a load, let 
| fall that which 1s of the leaſt conſequence, and go 
back to fetch it when their ſhoulders are free ; for 
time is often gained, as well as loſt, by delay, 
which at worſt is a fault on the ſecurer fide. Nei- 
ther probably is this miniſter anſwerable for half 
the clamour raiſed againſt him upon that article: 
his endeavours are wholly turned upon the general 
welfare of his country, but perhaps with too little 
regard to that of particular perſons, which renders 
him leſs amiable, than he would otherwiſe have 
been from the goodneſs of his humour, and agree- 
able converſation in a private capacity, and with 
few dependers. Yet ſome allowance may perhaps 
be given to this failing, which is one of the great- 
eſt he hath, ſince he cannot be more careleſs of 
other men's fortunes than he is of his own. He 
is maſter of a very great and faithful memory, 
which is of mighty uſe in the management of pub- 


lie affairs; and I believe there are few examples 


to be produced in any age, of a perſon who hath 
paſſed through ſo many employments in the ſtate, 


_ endowed with a Freak ſhare, both of divine and 


human learning. 1 
I am perſuaded that foreigners, a as well as thoſe 


aat home who live too remote from the ſcene of 


buſineſs to be rightly informed, will not be diſplea- 


ſed with this account of a perſon, who, in the ſpace ; 


LT two years, hath been ſo highly inſtrumental in 
| changing 
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changing the face of affairs in Europe, and hath 
deſerved ſo well of his own prince and country. 

In that perplexed condition of the public debts, 


which I have already deſcribed, this miniſter was 
brought into the treaſury and exchequer, and had 
the chief direction of affairs. His firſt regulation 


was that of exchequer bills, which, to the great 


diſcouragement of public credit, and ſcandal to 
the crown, were three per cent. leſs in value than 
the ſums ſpecified in them. The preſent treaſurer, 
being then chancellor of the exchequer, procured 


an 00 of parliament, by which the bank of Eng- 


land ſhould be obliged, in conſideration of forty- 
five thouſand pounds, to accept and circulate thoſe 


bills without any diſcount, He then proceeded to 


ſtop the depredations of thoſe who dealt in remit- 
tances of money to the army, who, by unheard-of 


exactions in that kind of trafick, had amaſſed pro- 


| digious wealth at the public coſt, to which the 


earl of Godolphin had given too much way, [4] P/. 


{ ſibly by neglect; for I think he cannot be acct ſed / 7 


corruption. 


But the new 9 8 chief concern was to re- 


ſtore the credit of the nation, by finding ſome ſet- 
tlement for unprovided debts, amounting in the 
whole to ten millions, which hung on the public 


as a load equally heavy and diſgraceful, without 
any proſpect of being removed, and-which former 


miniſters never had the care or courage to inſpect. 


[41 Added in the author's own hand-writing, 


| He 
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He reſolved to go at once to the bottom of this evil; 
and having computed and ſummed up the debt of 
the navy, and victualling, ordnance, and tranſport 
of the army, and tranſport debentures made out 
for the ſervice of the laſt war, of the general mort- 
gage-tallies for the year 1710, and ſome other de- 
ficiencies, he then found out a fund of intereſt ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer ail this, which, being applied to 
other uſes, could not raiſe preſent money for the 
war, but in a very few years would clear the debt it 
was engaged for. The intermediate accruing in- 
tereſt was to be paid by the treaſurer of the navy ; 
and, as a farther advantage to the creditors, they 
ſhould be erected into a company for trading to the 
South lea, and for encouragement of fiſhery, 
When all this was fully prepared and digeſted, he 
made 2 motion in the houſe of commons (who de. 
ferred extremely to his judgement and abilities) for 
paying the debts of the navy, and other unprovided 
_ deficiencies, without entering into particulars, 
which was immediately voted. But a ſudden flop | 
vas put to this affair by an unforeſeen accident. 
The chancellor of the exchequer (which was then 
his title) being ſtabbed with a penknife, the fol- 
lowing day, at the cockpit, in the midſt of a do- 
zen lords of the council, by the ſieur de Guiſcard, 
a Prench papiſt ; the circumſtances of which fact 
being not within the compaſs of this niſtory, I ſhall 


| only obſerve, that, after two months confinement, 


res | e {fp 
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and frequent danger of his life, he returned to his 
ſeat in parliament [/]. ; 
The overtures made by this miniſter, of Paying 
| fo vaſt a debt, under the preſſures of a long war, 
and the difficulty of finding ſupplies for continuing 
in dl during the time of his ilinefs, ridiculel by 
nis enemies as an impracticable and viſionary pro- 
13 ject: and when, upon his return to the houſe, he 
bad explained his propofal, the very proprietors of 
me debt were, many of them, prevailed on to op- 
poſe it; although the obtaining this trade, either 
through Old Spain, or directly to the Spaniſo Weſt- 
Indies, had been one principal end we aimed at by 
this war. However, the bill paſſed; and, as an 
immediate conſequence, the naval bills roſe. tao 
about twenty per cent. nor ever fell within ten of 
their diſcount. Another good effect of this work 
appearcd by the parliamentary lotteries, which have 
been fince erefted. The Jaſt of that kind, under 
the former miniſtry, was eleven weeks in filling 
whereas the firſt, under the preſent, was filled 1 in 
E very few hours, al though 1t coſt the government 
leis; and the others, which followed, were full | 
before the acts concerning them could pals, And = 
to prevent incumbrances of this kind from grow- = 
ing for the future, he took care, by the atmölt 
parſimony, or by ſuſpending payments, where they 
_— ſeemed leſs to preſs, that all ſtores for the navy 
mould be bought with e money ; by which cent. 
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per cent. hath been ſaved in that mighty article of 
our expence, as will appear from an account ta- 
ken at the victualling- office on the gth of Aug ug, 


1712. And the payment of the intereſt was leſs 2 


burthen upon the navy, by the ſtores being bought 


at ſo cheap a rate. 


It might look invidious to enter into farther par- 
viculars upon this head, but of ſmaller moment. 
What I have above related, may ſerve to ſhew in 
how ill a condition the kingdom ſtood, with relation 
to its debts, by the corruption as well as negligence 
of former management; and what prudent, ef- 
fectual meafures have ſince been taken to provide 
for old incumbrances, and hinder the running into 


new. This may be ſufficient for the ee 
of the reader, perhaps already tired with a ſubject 


fo little entertaining as that of accounts: I ſhall _ 
therefore now return to relate ſome of the princi- 


| pal matters that paſſed in parliament, during this 
ſeſſion. 


Upon the 18th of January, the hooks of lords 5 


ſent down a bill to the commons, for fixing the 
| precedence of the Hanover family, which proba- 


bly had been forgot in the acts for ſettling the ſuc- _ 
ceſſion of the crown. That of Henry VIII. which 


gives the rank to princes of the blood, carries it no 


farther than to nephews, nieces, and grand-chil- 


dren of the crown; by virtue of which the princeſs 


Sophia is a princeſs of the blood, as niece to king 

Charles I. of England, and precedes accordingly ; 

but this privilege doth not deſcend to her ſon the 
| elector, 
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elector, or the electoral prince. To ſupply which 


defect, and pay a compliment to the preſumptive 
heirs of the crown, this bill, as appeareth by the 
_ preamble, was recommended by her majeſty to the 
houſe of lords; which the commons, to ſhew their 
Zeal for every thing that might be thought to con- 


| cernthe intereſt or honour of that ;[luftrious family, 
ordered to be read thrice, and paſſed nemine contra- 
dliicente, and returned to the lords, without any 


amendment, on the very day it was ſent down. 
But the houſe ſeemed to have nothing more at 


heart than a ſtrict inquiry into the ſtate of the na- 


tion, with reſpect to foreign alliances. Some diſ- 
courſes had been publiſhed in print, about the 
beginning of the ſeflion, boldly complaining of 
certain articles in the Barrier-treaty, concluded 


about three years ſince by the lord viſcount Townſ= 


hend, between Great Britain and the States Ge- 


neral ; and ſhewing, in many particulars, the un- 
equal conduct of theſe powers in our alliance, in 


furniſhing their quotas and ſupplies. It was allerted 


by the ſame writers, „“ That theſe hardſhips, put 


upon Eneland, had been countenanced and en- 
« couraged by a party here at home, in order to 
E preſerve their power, which could be no other- 
« wiſe maintained than by continuing the war, as 
ce well as by her majeſty's general 5 upon ac- 
( count of his own votive intereſt and grandeur.“ 


Theſe loud accuſations ſpreading thembolves : 
' throughout the kingdom, delivered in facts direct- 
_ ly charged, and thought, whether true or not, to 
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de but weakly confuted, had ſufficiently prepared 
the minds of the people; and, by putting argu- 


ments into every body's mouth, had filled the town 
and country with controverſies, both in writin 
and diſcourſe. The point appeared to be of grea 
conſequence, whether the w ar continued or not: 


for, in the former caſe, it was neceſſary that the E 
allies ſhould be brought to a more an regulati- 
on; and that the States in particular, for whom 
her majeſty had done ſuch great things, ſhould ex- 
plain and correct thoſe articles in the Ba arrier- treaty 
which were prejudicial to Britain; and, in either 
caſe, it was fit the people ſhould have at leaſt the 


fatisfaction of knowing by whoſe counſels, and 
for what deſigns, they bat been fo hardly treated. 


In order to this great enquiry, the Barrier- trea- 


ty, with all other treaties and agreements entered 
into between her majeſty and her allies, during the 


_ preſent war, for the raifing and augmenting the 


-Proparnipng for the ſervice TI 2 were, by the 
queen's directions, laid before the houſe. _ 


Several reſalutions were drawn up, and. reported 3 


at different times, upon the deficiencies of the al- 
lies in furniſhing their quotas, upon certain arti- 


cles in the Barrier- treaty, and upon the ſtate of the 


war; by all which it appeared, that whatever had 


been charged by public diſcourſes in print againſt the 
late miniſtry, and the conduct of the allies, was 
much leſs than the truth. Upon theſe reſolutions 


(by one of which the loid viſcount Townſend, who 


negociated and ſigned the Barrier-treaty, was de 


Clared 
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clared an enemy to the queen and kingdom), and 
upon ſome farther directions to the committee, a 
repreſentation was formed; and ſoon after the 
commons in a body preſented it to the queen, the 
endeavours of the adyerſe party not . to | 
have it re- committed. 

This repreſentation (ſuppoſed to be the work of 
Sir Thomas Hanmer's pen) is written with much 
energy and ſpirit, and will be a very uſeful au- 


thentic record, for the aſſiſtance of thoſe who at 


any time ſhall undertake to write the hiſtory of the 
preſent times, | | 

1 did intend, for ky fake, to 1 given the -- 
reader only an abſtract of it; but, upon trial, 
found myſelf unequal to ſuch a taſk, without injur- 
ing ſo excellent a piece. And although I think 
hiſtorical relations are but ill patched up with long 
tranſcripts already printed, which, upon that ac- 
count, I have hitherto avoided ; yet this being the 
ſum of all debates and reſolutions of the houſe of 
commons in that great affair of the war, 1 concei- 
ved it could not be wel, omitted. 


«Moſt gracious Sorercich, 8 
c We your majeſty's moſt Jute and loyal 
0 ſubjeds, the commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
s ment aſſembled, having nothing ſo much at heart, 
&© as to enable your majeſty to bring this long and 
* expenſive war to an honourable 5 Lavoy con- 
„ cluſion, have taken it into our moſt ſerious con- 
£ * fideration, how the | nevellary ſupplies. to be pro- 


60 vided | 
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„ vided by us may be beſt applied, and how the 


„common cauſe may in the moſt effectual man- 
ner be carried on, by the united force of the 
«© whole confederacy ; we have thought ourſelves 


* obliged, in duty to your majeſty, and in diſ- 


« charge of the truſt repoſed in us, to inquire into 
< the true ſtate of the war, in all its parts; we have 
« examined what ſtipulations have been entered in- 


to between your majeſty and your allies; and 
«© how far ſuch engagements have on each ſide been 
made good. We have conſidered the different 
e jntereſts which the conſederates have in the ſuc- 


<« ceſs of this war, and the different ſhares they 
have contributed to its ſupport : we have with 


Fs our utmoſt care and diligence. endeavoured to 


« diſcover the nature, extent, and charge of it, to 


© the end that, by comparing the weight thereof 
: „with our own ſtrength, we might adapt the one 
eto the other in fuck. meaſure, as neither to con- 


„ tinue your majeſty” s ſubjects under a heavier bur- 


« then than in reaſon and Juſtice they ought to 
I bear; nor deceive your majeſty, your allies, and 


« ourſelves, by undertaking more than the nation 
ce in its preſent circumſtances is able to perform. 
_« Your majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed, up- 


on our humble applications, to order ſuch mate- 


ce rials to be laid before us, as have furniſhed us 


wich the neceſſary information upon the particu- 


lars we have inquired into; and when we ſhall 
„ have laid before your majeſty our obſervations, 


6 and bumble adyice upon. this . — we pro- 
NO 5 wie 
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* miſe to ourſelves this happy fruit from it, that, if 
& your majeſty's generous and good purpoſes, for 
ec the procuring a fafe and laſting peace, ſhould, 


<a» 


(through the obſtinacy of the enemy, or by any 
bother means, be unhappily defeated, a true know- _ 
0 | ©ledge and underſtanding of the paſt conduct of 
© I © the war will be the beſt foundation for a more 
— 600 frugal and equal management of it for the time = 
d «to come. -- | | | 

n In order to take the more : perfect view of what 

nt =L we propoſed, and that we might be able to ſet 
„the whole before your majeſty in a true light, we 
Z | ec have thought it neceſſary to go back to the begin- | 
(0 


„ ning of the war, and beg leave to ober de the 
158 motives and reaſons, upon which his late majeſty 
„king WMilliam firſt engaged in it. The treaty 
e of the grand alliance explains thoſe reaſons to be, 
for the ſupporting the pretenſions of his 1 imperi- 
al majeſty, then actually engaged in a war with 
| © the French king, who had uſurped the intire 
| © Spaniſh monarchy for his grandſon the duke of 
Anjou; and for the aſſiſting the States general, 
| © who, by the Joſs of their barrier: againſt France, 
were then in the ſame, or a more dangerous con- 


0 dition, than if they were actually invaded. As 
Mk as theſe were the juft and neceſſary motives for un- 
Po * dertaking this war, ſo the ends propoſed to be 
i" [© obtained by. it were equally wiſe and honoura- 
= ble; for, as they are ſet forth in the eighth arti- 
1 of the ſame treaty, they appear to have been 
fe © be procuring an equitable and. e — 9 
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& on to his imperial majeſty, and ſufficient Bari 
& for the dominions, provinces, navigation, and com- 
e merce, of the king of Great Britain, and the States 
General, and the making effeftual proviſion, that 
& the two kingdoms of France and Spain ſbould never 
ce be united under the ſame government; and particu- 
„ larly, that the French ſhould never get into the 
“ poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, or be per- 
< mitted to ſail thither, upon the account of traffick, 
or under any pretence whatſoever ; and laſtly, 
<< the ſecuring to the ſubjects of the king of Great 
& Britain, and the States General, all the ſame 
privileges, and rights of commerce, through- 
ce out the whole dominions of Spain, as they en- 
« joyed before the death of Charles II. king of 
„Spain, by virtue of any treaty, agreement, or 
« cuſtom, or any other way whatſoever. For the 
obtaining theſe ends, the three confederated pow- 
© ers engaged to aſſiſt one another with their whole 
4 force, according to ſuch proportions as ſhould be 


“ ſpecified in a particular convention, afterwards | 


©« to be made for that purpoſe: we do not find 
© that any ſuch convention was ever ratified : but 
beit appears, that there was an agreement con- 

c cluded, which, by common conſent, was un- 
c derſtood to be binding upon each party reſpedt- 
c jyely, and according to which the proportions of 
Great Britain were from the beginning regulated 
* and founded. The terms of that agreement were, 
S that, for the ſervice at land, his imperial majeſt) 
6 ſhould furniſh ninety chouſand men, the king of 

5 ce Crect 


cc 
cc 
1 


i 


ar) 


« Great Britain forty thouſand, and the States 
« General one hundred and two thouſand, of 


«ed to ſupply their garriſons, and ſixty thouſand 
« to act againſt the common enemy in the field; 
«and with regard to the operations of the war at 


„of ſhips to be furniſhed for that ſervice being 
„(fe eighths on the part of Great Britain and thres 
' W* cighths on the part of the States general, 

Upon this foot, the war began in the year 


hundred ninety- four pounds; a very great charge, 


5 very moderate proportion, in compariſon with the 
; "toad which hath ſince been laid upon them: for 
= eit appears, by eſtimates given in to your 


4 manner as it was performed the laſt year, amount 
7 - to more than ſix millions nine hundred and fixty 
: thouſand pounds, beſides intereſt for the public 
ated . . | i 

1 debts, and the deficiencies aceruing the laſt year, 
by y which two articles require one million one hun- 
E N 
| ;- led and forty-three thouſand pounds more: ſo | 
1 bat the whole demands upon your commons are 
7 


riſen to more than eight millions for the preſent 
50 M2 — * annual 
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„which there were forty-two thouſand intend- 


ſea, they were agreed to be performed jointly by 
- WE Great Britain and the States general, the quota 


* 1702, at which time the * yearly expence 
„of it to England amounted to three mil- 
„ lions, ſeven hundred and fix thouſand, four 


* as it was then thought by your majeſty's ſubjects, 
' after the ſhort interval of eaſe they had enjoyed 
' from the burden of the former war, but yet a 


commons, that the ſums neceſſary to carry on 
the ſervice for this preſent year, in the ſame 
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der regard for the welfare of your people will 


© ſity of our preſent inquiry; ſo we beg leave to 
c repreſent to you, from what cauſes, and by 
what ſteps, this immenſe charge appears to bar 


grown upon us. 


cc and extenſive in itſelf, ſo it has been carried on, 
through the whole courſe of the war, in a man-. 


* furniſhed; ſometimes no leſs than two thirds, an 


cc hence your majeſty has been obliged, for t 


44 reinforcements of your own ſhips; nor hath t 


* r — 
1 


te annual ſupply. We know your majeſty's ten- 


ce make it uneaſy to you to hear of ſo great a preſ- 
<« ſure as this upon them; and as we are aſſured, 
eit will fully convince your majeſty of the neceſ- 


The ſervice at ſea, as it has been very 10 


ner highly diſadvantageous to your majeſty andi. 
cc your kingdom : for, the neceſſity of affairs re-. «, 
„ quiring that great fleets ſhould be fitted oulff «, 
cc every year, as well for the maintaining a fu cc 
<« periority in the Mediterranean, as for oppo « 


„ ſing any force which the enemy might prey 


ce pare, either at Dunhirþ or in the ports of V 


France, your majeſty's example and readineſs i « 


<« fitting out your proportion of ſhips, for all pai « 


of that ſervice, have been ſo far from prevailing ;, 


c with the States General to keep pace with you c, 
< that they have been deficient every year to a gre: 
degree, in proportion to what your majeſty hat 


generally more than half of their quota: frol 


ec preventing diſappointments in the moſt preſſin 
“ ſervice, to ſupply thoſe deficiencies by addition 


$6 lingle increaſe of ſuch a charge been the only 
e c0 


t conſequence that attended it; 
e the debt of the navy hath been inhanced, ſo that 
the diſcounts ariſing upon the credit of it have 
« affected all other parts of the ſervice, from the 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 165 


for by this means 


« ſame cauſe. Your majeſty's ſhips of war have 


i been forced in greater numbers to continue in re- 


e mote ſeas, and at unſeaſonable times of the year, 
to the great damage and decay of the Britiſb na- 
* vy. This alſo hath been the occaſion that your 
** majeſty hath been ftreightened in your convoys. 
* for trade; your coaſts have been expoſed, for 
* want of a ſufficient number of cruiſers to guard 
them; and you have been diſabled from annoy- 
ce ing the enemy, in their moſt beneficial commerce 
* with the /Y2/t- Indies, from whence they received 
* thoſe vaſt ſupplies of treaſure, without which 
they could not have ſupported the expences of this 
*© war. 

e That part of the war which hath been carried 
« on in Flanders, was at firſt immediately neceſ- 
* ſary to the ſecurity of the States General, and 
* hath ſince brought them great acquiſitions, both 
* of revenue and dominion ; yet even there the 
* original proportions have been departed from, 
and, during the courſe of the war, have been 
” linking by degrees on the part of Holland; fo 
* that, in this laſt year, we find the number in 
* which they fell ſhort of their three fiſths, to your. -- 
{© majeſty's two fifths, have been twenty thouſand 
* eight hundred and thirty-ſeven men: we are not 


be unmindful, that, in the year I 7035 a treaty TT. 


M 3 „ made 
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cc made between the two nations, for a joint aug- 
mentation of twenty thouſand men, wherein the 
ec proportions were varied, and England conſented 
© to take half upon itſelf. But, it having been an- 
e nexed as an expreſs condition to the grant of 
te the ſaid augmentation in parliament, that the 
e States General ſhould prohibit all trade and com- 
c merce with France, and that condition having not 
e been performed by them, the commons think it 
„ reaſonable, that the firſt rule of three to two ought 
„ to have taken place again, as well in that as in 
« other ſubſequent augmentations, more eſpecially 
when they conſider, that the revenues of thoſe 
rich provinces which have been conquered would, 
e if they were duly applied, maintain a great num- 
c ber of new additional forces againſt the common 
enemy; notwithſtanding which, the States Ge- 
ce neral have raiſed none upon that account, but 
c make uſe of thoſe freſh ſupplies of money, only 
ce to eaſe themlelves i in the charge of their firſt eſta- 
5 bliſhed quota, 
As in che progreſs of the war in Flanders, 2 
„ diſproportion was ſoon created to the prejudice 
of England; fo the very beginning of the war 
« in Portugal brought an unequal ſhare of burden 
upon us; for although the emperor and the States 
_ General were equally parties with your majeſty 
<« in the treaty with the king of Portugal, yet the 
. emperor neither furniſhing his third part of the 
* troops and ſubſidies ſtipulated for, nor the Dutch 
&« conſenting to take an equal ſhare of bis imperial 
125 many 8 defect upon themſelves, your majeſty 
e Rath 
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c hath been obliged to furniſh two thirds of the in- 


« tire expence created by that ſervice. Nor has 
| © the inequality ſtopped there; for ever ſince the 
year 1706, when the Engliſh and Dutch forces 
\ *© marched out of Portugal into Caſtile, the States 
General have intirely abandoned the war in 
e Portugal, and left your majeſty to proſecute it 


ee Gngly at your own charge, which you have ac- 


* cordingly done, by re-placing a greater number 
« of troops there, than even at firſt you took upon 
you to provide. At the ſame time, your majeſty's 


% generous endeavours, for the ſupport and defence 


e of the king of Portugal, have been but ill ſeconded | 
« by that prince himſelf ; for, notwithſtanding that 
„by his treaty he had obliged himſelf to furniſh 0 
« twelve thouſand foot, and three thouſand 


ec horſe, upon his own account, beſides eleven 


ce thouſand foot, and 
« more, in conſideration of a ſubſidy paid him; 


„ yet, according to the beſt information your 
* commons can procure, it appears, that he hath 
6 ſcarce at any time furniſhed thirteen thouſand. : 


« men in the whole. 


In Spain, the war hath been yet more unequal, : 
« and burdenſome to your majeſty, than in any 
e other branch of it; for, being commenced without 
any treaty ste weh, the allies have almoſt 
ce wholly declined taking any part of it upon them 
« ſelves. A ſmall body of Engliſh and Dutch troops 
<« were ſent thither in the year 1705, not as being 
< thought ſufficient to ſupport a regular war, or to 


* make the conqueſt of fo large a country; but 


M + Ranks. / | © 
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ce with a view only of aſſiſting the Spaniards to ſet 
king Charles upon the throne ; occalioned by the 
< great aſſurances which were given of their in- 
<* clinations to the houſe of Auſtria: but this ex- 
„ pectation failing, England was inſenſibly drawn 
s into an eſtabliſhed war, under all the diſadvanta- 
ges of the diſtance of the place, and the feeble 
efforts of the other allies. The account Ou 
«© to lay before your majeſty, upon this head, 1 
<< that, although the undertaking was entered Tyan 
at the particular and earneſt requeſt of the impe- 
< rial court, and for a cauſe of no leſs importance 
and concern to them, than the reducing the Spa- | 
e 1105 monarchy to the houſe of Auſtria; yet nei- 
ther the late emperors, nor his preſent imperial 
«© majeſty, have ever had any forces there on their 
account, till the laſt year; and then, only one 
regiment of foot, conſiſting of two thouſand men. 
Though the States General have contributed 
< ſomething more to this ſervice, yet their ſhare al- 
ſo hath been inconſiderable; for in the ſpace of 
& four years, from 1705 to 1708, both incluſive, 
« all the forces they have ſent into that country 
have not exceeded twelve thouſand two hundred 
« men; and from the year 1708 to this time, 
N they have not ſent any forces or recruits whatſo- 
i « ever. To your majeſty's care and charge, the 
recovery of that kingdom hath been in a manner 
«© who!lyleft,asif none elſewere intereſted or concern- 
«ed in it. And the forces which your majeſty hath 
ſent into Spain, in the ſpace of ſeven years, from 
84705 
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ce 1705 to 1711, both incluſive, have amounted 
* to no leſs than fifty-ſeven thouſand nine hundred 
« ſeventy-three men, beſides thirteen batalions and 


00 eighteen ſquadrons, for which your majeſty 


< hath paid a ſubſidy to the emperor, 
How great the eſtabliſhed expence of a number 
e of men hath been, your majeſty very well knows, 


„% and your commons very ſenſibly feel; but the 
% weight will be found much greater, ben it is 
te conſidered how many heavy articles of unuſual 
e and extraordinary charge have attended this re- 
{« mote and difficult ſervice, all which have been 
 * entirely defrayed by your majeſty, except that 


done of tranſporting the few forces, which were 


© ſent by the States General, and the victualling 
of them during their tranſportation only. The 
accounts delivered to your commons ſhew, that 
ee the charge of your majeſty's ſhips and veſſels, em- 


e ployed in the ſervice of the war in Spain and Por- 


* tugal, reckoned after the rate of ſour pounds a man 
ec per month, from the time they ſailed from hence, 
« till they returned, were loſt, or put upon other 
« ſervices, hath amounted to ſix millions five hun- 


ce dred forty thouſand nine hundred and ſixty-ſix 


pounds, fourteen ſhillings : the charge of tran- 
© ſports on the part of Great Britain, for carrying 


% on the war in Spain and Portugal, from the be- 


„ ginning of it till this time, hath amounted to one 
million three hundred thirty-ſix thouſand ſeven 
hundred and nineteen pounds, nineteen ſhillings, 
— and eleven pence; hat of victualling land-for- 
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< ces for the ſame ſervice, to five hundred eighty- 


* thres thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy pounds, 
eight ſhillings, and fix-pence; and that of con- 


e tingencies, and other extraordinaries for the 


s {ame ſervice, to one million eight hundred for- 


0 ty thouſand three hundred and fifty three pounds. 


We ſhould take notice to your majeſty of ſe- 


<« veral ſums paid upon account of contingencics, 
e and extraordinar ies in F. landers, making together 
e the ſum of one million one hundred ſeven tho. 
„ ſand and ninety-ſix pounds: but we are not able 


<* to make any compariſon of them, with what the 


States General have expended upon the fame 


« head, having no ſuch fate of their extraordinary 
& charge before us. There remains therefore but 
60 one particular more for your majeſty's obſervati- | 
© on, which ariſes from the ſubſidies paid to foreign 
ec princes. Theſe, at the beginning of the war, 
„ were borne in equal proportion by your majeſty, 


< and the States General; but in this inſtance allo, 
< the balance hath been caſt in prejudice of your 


% mazeiiy : for it appears, that your majeſty hath 


cc fince advanced more than your equal proportion, 
<6 three millions one hundred and fifty- five thou- 


< ſand crowns, beſides extreordinaries paid in Itah, 


and not included in any of the foregoing articles, 
< which ariſe to five hundred thirty-nine thouſand 


« five hundred and fifty-three pounds. 
We have laid theſe ſevcral particulars before your 

ce majeſty in the ſhorteſt manner we have been able; 
and by an eſtimate grounded on the preceding 


N facts, it does appear, that, over and above the 


66 * 


ce quotas on the part of Great Britain, anſwering 


« to thoſe contributed by your allies, more than 
_ © nineteen millions have been expended by your 
40 majeſty, during the courſe of this war, by way 


4 of ſurplüfages Or exceeding in balance, of 


which none of the confederates have furniſhed 


any thing whatſoever. 


- 26 It us. with very great concern, that we find a 
„ o much occaſion given us, to repreſent how ill 
an ule hath been made of your majeſty's and 


your ſubjects zeal for the common cauſe z 
„that the intereſt of that cauſe hath not been 
«x proportionably promoted by it, but others 
T only have bcen eaſed at your majeſty's and 


es your ſubjects coſt, and have been connived at, 


ce in laying their part of the burthen upon this king- 


dom, although they have upon all accounts been 
c equally, and in moſt reſpects much more nca ry, 


© concerned than £riaim in the iſſue of the War. 


„We are perſuaded your majeſty will think it 
ce pardonable in us, with ſome reſentment to come 
plain of the little regard, which ſome of thoſe, 
„ whom your majeſty of late years intruſted, have 


„ ſhewn to the intereſt of their country, in giving 


„way, at leaſt, to ſuch unreaſonable impoſitions 


© upon it, if not in ſome meaſure contrivipg 


e them, The courſe of which im poſitions hath 
I been ſo ſingular and extraordinary, that 
: 00 the more the wealth of this nation hath been 
„ extauſted, and the more your majeſty's arms 
6: have been attended with ſucceſs, the heavier 


„ hath been the burthen laid upon us; whilſt, on 


the other ha and, the 1 more vigorous your majeſty's 
bk 85 cffor ts 
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s efforts have been, and the greater the advantages 
„ which have redounded thence to your allies, 
é the more thoſe allies have abated i in 1 their ſhare 
& of the expence. 5 
ce At the firſt entrance into this war, the commons 
& yere induced to exert themſelves in the extraor- 
© dinary manner they did, and to grant ſuch large 
„ ſupplies as had been unknown to former ages, 
& in hopes thereby to prevent the miſchiefs of a 
© lingering war, and to bring that, in which they 
© were neceſſarily engaged, to a ſpeedy concluſi- 
© on; but they have been very unhappy in the 
event, whilſt they have ſo much reaſon to ſuſ- 
* pect, that what was intended to ſhorten the war, 
e hath proved the very cauſe of its long continu- 
* ance; for thoſe, to whom the profits of it have 
„ accrued, have not been diſpoſed eafily to forego 
them. And your majeſty will from th..ce diſcern 
e the true reaſon, why fo many hava ge, Hiobted i in awar, 
* which brought in fo rich an 8 yearly Jon 
6 © Great Britains” | 
„We are far from Ibn as we know your 2 
« majeſty will be from concluding, any peace, but 
upon ſafe and honourable terms; and we are far 
“ from intending to excuſe ourſelves from raifing 
all neceſſary and poſhble ſupplies, for an effectual 
e proſecution of the war, till ſuch a peace can be 
„ obtained: all that your faithful commons aim : 
ec at, all that they wiſh, is an equal concurrence 
from the other powers, engaged in alliance with 
66 258 he £1 ; and a 722 application of what hath 
| „ been 
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ee been already gained from the enemy, towards 
<« promoting the common cauſe. Several large coun- 
c tries and territories have been reſtored to the 
« houſe of Auſtria, ſuch as the kingdom of Naples, 


« the dutchy of Milan, and other places in Italy 3 
c others have been conquered, and added to their 


. dominions, as the two electorates of Bavaria and 


& Cologn, the dutchy of Mantua, and the biſnop- 
„ rick of Liege; theſe, having been reduced in 
great meaſure by our blood and treaſure, may, 
„% e humbly conceive, with great reaſon, be 
e claimed to come in aid towards carrying on the 
© war in Spain. And therefore we make it our 
6 earneſt requeſt to your majeſty, that you will 
give inſtructions to your miniſters, to inſiſt with 
c the emperor, that the revenues of thoſe ſeveral 
ce places, excepting only ſuch a portion thereof as 
< is neceſſary for their defence, be actually ſo ap- 
e plied : and as to the other parts of the war, to 
„ which your majeſty hath obliged yourſelf by par- 


c ticular treaties to contribute, we humbly beſeech _ 


66 your majeſty, that you will be pleaſed to take ef- 
ce fectual care, that your allies do perform their 
parts ſtipulated by thoſe treaties ; and that your 
„ majeſty will, for the future, no otherwiſe furniſh 
troops, or pay ſubſidies, than in proportion to 
what your allies ſhall actually furniſh and pay: 
Ven this juſtice is done to your majeſty, and to 
„ your people, there is nothing which your com- 
e mons will not chearfully grant, towards ſup- _ 
6 parting your majeſty in the cauſe in which you 
** are 
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<« are engaged. And whatever farther ſhall appear 
< to be neceſlary for carrying on the war, either at 
ce ſea or land, we will effectually enable your ma- 
c jeſty to bear your reaſonable ſhare of any ſuch 
« expence, and will ſpare no ſupplies which your 


e ſubjects are able, with their utmoſt efforts, to af- 


hap ford. 


c After having enquired. into, and colfidered 


< the ſtate of the war, in which the part your 
„ majeſty has borne appears to have been, not 
only ſuperior to that of any one ally, but even 


e equal to that of the whole confederacy; your 


commons naturally inclined to hope, that they 


&« ſhould find care had been taken of ſecuring 
„ ſome particular advantages to Britain, in the 
« terms of a future peace; ſuch as might afford a 


c proſpect of making the nation amends, in time, 


<« for that immenſe treaſure which has been expend- 
« ed, and thoſe heavy debts which have been con- 


« tracted, in the courſe of ſo long and burthenſome 


e a war. This reaſonable expectation could no 


way have been better anſwered, than by ſome 
„ proviſion made for the further ſecurity, and the 
great improvement, of the commerce of Great 


« Britain ; but we find ourſelves ſo very far difap- 


pointed in theſe hopes, that, in a treaty not long 


ce ſince concluded between your majeſty and he 


c States General, under a colour of a mutual 


ce guarantee, given for two points of the greateſt 


importance to both nations, the ſucceſſion, and 
© the barrier; it appears, the intereſt of Great 


- of 3 « Britain 
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« Britain hath been not only neglected, but ſacri- 
« fiſed; and that ſeveral articles in the ſaid treaty 
« are deſtructive to the trade and welfare of this 
« kingdom, and therefore highly diſhonourable to 
| © your majeſty. £ 

« Your commons obſerve, in the firſt place, 
ce that ſeveral towns and places are, by virtue of 
« this treaty, to be put into the hands of the States 
« General, particularly Newport, Dendermond, 
« and the caſtle of Ghent, which can in no ſenſe 
« be looked upon as a part of a barrier againſt 
« France, but, being the keys of the Netherlands 
ce towards Britain, muſt make the trade of your 
* majeſty's ſubjects in thoſe parts precarious, and, 
« whenever the States think fit, totally exclude 
& them from it. The pretended neceſſity of put- 
< ting theſe places i into the hands of the States Ge- g 
„ neral, in order to ſecure to them a communi- 
“ cation with their barrier, muſt appear vain and 
„ groundleſs; for the ſovereignty of the Low Coun- 
tries being not to remain to an enemy, but to a 
friend and an ally, that communication muſt be 
40 always ſecure and uninterrupted; beſides that, 
ein caſe of a rupture, or an attack, the States 

« have full liberty allowed them to take poſſeſſion 

of all the Spanm⁰⁰ Netherlands, and therefore need- 

« ed no particular ſtipulation for the towns s above- 

mentioned. 

„Having taken notice of this conceſſion made to 
ee the States General, for ſeizing upon the whole 

6c ten Provinces ; ; we cannot bus oblerye to your. 
K cc * majeſty, - 
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c majeſty, that, in the manner this article is fram- 
ed, it is another dangerous circumſtance which 
& attends this treaty ; for, had ſuch a proviſion been 
© confined to the caſe of an apparent attack from 
e France only, the avowed deſign of this treaty 
had been fulfilled, and your majeſty's inſtructi- 
ons to your ambaſlador had been purſued : but 
< this neceſſary reſtriction hath been omitted, and 
<< the ſame liberty is granted to the States, to take 
< poſſeſſion of all the Netherlands, whenever they 
&« ſhall think themſelves attacked by any other neigh- 
„ bouring nation, as when they ſhall be in danger 
© from France; ſo that, if it ſhould at any time hap- 
pen (which your commons are very unwilling to 
e ſuppoſe) that they ſhould quarrel, even with your 
© majeſty, the riches, ſtrength, and advantageous 
_ « fituation of theſe countries, may be made uſe of 
“ againſt yourſelf, without whole generous and 
powerful aſſiſtance they bad never been con- 
* quered, : 
„To return to thoſe in conſequences which 
« relate to the trade of your kingdoms, we beg 
<« leave to obſerve to your majeſty, that, though this 
6 treaty revives, and renders your majeſty a party 
* to, the fourteenth and fifteenth articles of the 
6 treaty of Munſter, by virtue of which, the im- 
« poſitions upon all goods and merchandizes 
brought into the Span;yh Low Countries by the 
” 00 ſea, are to equal thoſe laid on goods and mer- 
„ chandizes imported by the Schell, and the ca- 


ce nals of Saſs and  Swynn, and other mouths 0 
| cc the 


we 
z 
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os the fea adjoining ; yet no care is taken to pre- 
e ſerve that equality upon the exportation of thoſe 


oe goods out of the Spaniſh provinces, into thoſe 


e countries and places, which, by virtue of this 


40 treaty, are to be in the poſſeſſion of the States; 
c the conſequence of which muſt in time be, and 


« your commons are informed that in ſome inſtan- 


ces it has already proved to be the caſe, that the 


* impoſitions upon goods carried into thoſe coun- 
ce tries and places, by the ſubjects of the States Ge- 


* goods imported by your majeſty's ſubjects remain: 


by which means, Great Britain will entirely 


&« loſe this moſt beneficial branch of trade, which it 
« has in all ages been poſſeſſed of, even from the 
ce time when thoſe countries were governed by the 
ce houſe of Burgundy, one of the moſt antient, as 


c well as the moſt uſeful. allies to the crown of 


* England, _ 
„ With regard to the other dominions and ter- 
« ritories of Spain, your majeſty's ſubjects have 
<« always been diſtinguiſhed in their commerce with 
them, and, both by antient treaties and an un- 
e interrupted cuſtom, have enjoyed greater pri- 
c vileges and immunities of trade, than either the 
* Haollanders, or any other nation whatſoever, 


And that wiſe and excellent treaty of the Grand Al- 


e lance provides effectually for the ſecurity and con- 
e tinuance of theſe valuable privileges to Britain, in 
« ſuch amanner, as that each nation might be left, at 
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ce the end of the war, upon the ſame foot as it 
© ſtood at the commencement of it: but this treaty 


« we now complain of, inſtead of confirming your 


40 ſubjects rights, ſurrenders and deſtroys them; 
„ for, although by the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth 


ce articles of the treaty of Mun/ter, made between 
<« his Catholic majeſty and the States General, 
all advantages of trade are ſtipulated for, and 


00 granted to the Hollanders, equal to what the 


« Engliſh enjoyed; yet, the crown of England not 
<« being a party to that treaty, the ſubjects of Eng- 


e land have never ſubmitted to thoſe articles of it, 


© nor even the Spaniards themſelves ever obſerved 


<« them; but this treaty revives thoſe articles in 


6 prejudice of Great Britain, and makes your 


_ *© majeſty a party to them, and even a guarantee 
Ito the States General, for privileges 3 your 


on people. 


your ſubjects of their ancient rights, and your 


<6 majeſty of the power of procuring to them any 
new advantage, moſt evidently appears from his 


de own letters, which, by your majeſty's directions, 


„have been laid before your commons: for when 


ce matters of advantage to your majeſty, and to 
« your kingdom, had been offered, as proper to 
< be made parts of this treaty, they were refuſed 
< to be admitted by the States General, upon this 


© reaſon and principle, that nothing foreign to the 
6c * guaranties of the ſucceſſion, and of the barrier, 


«6 ſhoul 


6 In how deliberate and extraordinary a a manner 
cc your majeſty's ambaſſador conſented to deprive 
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e ſhould be mingled with them; notwithſtanding 
c which, the States General had no ſooner recei- 
| « ved notice of a treaty of commerce concluded be- 
e tween your majeſty and the preſent emperor, but 
| © they departed from the rule propoſed before, and 


ce inſiſted upon the article, of which your commons 


now complain; which article your majeſty's 
* ambaſſador allowed of, although equally foreign 
| © to the ſucceſſion, or the barrier; and although 
ce he had for that reaſon departed from other arti- 


* cles, which would have been for the ſervice of 


| © his own country. 


„„We have forborne to trouble your majeſty 
with general obſervations upon this treaty, as 
© it relates to and affects the empire, and other 
« parts of Europe. The miſchiefs which ariſe 
* from it to Great Britain, are what only we have 
e preſumed humbly to repreſent to you, as they 
«* are very evident, and very great: and as it ap- 
e pears, that the lord viſcount Townſend had not 
* any orders, or authority, for concluding ſeveral 
* of thoſe articles, which are moſt prejudicial to 


« your majeſty's ſubjects; we have thought we 


could do no leſs than declare your ſaid ambaſſa- 
« dor, who negociated and ſigned, and all others 
ho adviſed the ratifying of this treaty, enemies 
* toyour majeſty and your kingdom. 
_ * Upon theſe faithful informations, and advices 
from your commons, we aſſure ourſelves, your 

* majeſty, in your great goodneſs to your people, 


* Will reſcue them from thoſe evils, which the pri- . 


N 2 nt 
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vate councils of ill- deſigning men have expoſed 
them to; and that, in your great wiſdom, you 
will find ſome means for the explaining and 
„ amending the ſeveral articles of this treaty, fo 
ce as that they may conſiſt with the intereſt of Great 
C Britain, and with real and laſting friendſhip be- 
< tween your majeſty and the States General.” 

Between the repreſentation and the firſt debates 
upon the ſubject of it, ſeveral weeks had paſſed 

during which time the parliament had other mat- 
ters likewiſe before them, that deſerve to be 
mentioned. For on the gth of February was re- 
pealed the act ſor naturalizing foreign proteſt— 
ants, which had been paſſed under the laſt mini- 
ſtry, and, as many people thought, to very ill 
purpoſes. By this act, any foreigner, who would 
take the oaths to the government, and profeſs him- 
ſelf a proteſtant, of whatever denomination, was 
immediately naturalized, and had all the privileges 
of an Engh/h-born ſubject, at the expence of a ſhil- 
ling. Moſt proteſtants abroad differ from us in the 
points of church-government z ſo that all the ac- 


auiſitions by this act would increaſe the number of 


diſſenters; ard therefore the propoſal, that ſuch 
| foreigners ſhould be obliged to conform to the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip, was rejected. But, becauſe ſeve- 
ral perſons were fond of this project, as a thing 
that would be of mighty advantage to the kingdom, 

1 ſhall ſay a few words upon it. 

The maxim, „That people are the riches of a 
nation,“ hath been * underſtood by many 

| write!s 


8 | 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUFEN. 181 


writers and reaſoners upon that ſubject. There 


are ſeveral ways by which people are brought into 


a country, Sometimes a nation is invaded. and 


ſubducd ; and the conquerors ſeize the lands, and 


make the natives their under-tenants or ſervants, 


Colonies have been always planted where the na- 
tives were driven out or deſtroyed, or the land un- 
cultivated and waſte, In thofe countries where 


the lord of the ſoil is maſter of the labour and li- 


berty of his tenants, or of ſlaves bought by his 


money, men's riches are reckoned by the number 
of their vaſſals. And ſometimes, in governments 


ewly inſtituted, where there are not people to till 


the ground, many laws have been made to encour- 

age and allure numbers from the neighbouring 
countries. And, in all theſe caſes, the new comers 
have either lands allotted them, or are flaves to 


the proprietors. But to invite helpleſs families, by 
thouſands, into a kingdom inhabited like ours, 


without lands to give them, and where the laws 
will not allow that they ſhould be part of the pro- 
perty as ſervants, is a wrong application of the 
maxim, and the ſame thing, in great, as infants. 
| dropped at the doors, which are only a burthen 
and charge to the pariſh, The true way of mul- 
_ tiplying mankind to public advantage, in ſuch a 


country as England, is to invite from abroad only 


able handicraftimen and artificers, or ſuch who 
bring over a ſufficient ſhare of property to ſecure 
them from want; to enact and enforce ſumptuary 


laws againſt hexurys and all exceſſes 1 in cloathing, 
N 3 furniture, 
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furniture, and the like; to encourage matrimony, 
and reward, as the Romans did, thoſe who have a 
certain number of children, Whether bringing 
over the Palatines were a mere conſequence of this 
law for a general naturalization ; or whether, as 
many ſurmiſed, it had ſome other meaning, it ap- 


peared manifeſtly, by the ifſue, that the publick 
| was a loſer by every individual among them; and 


that a kingdom can no more be the richer by ſuch 
an importation, than a man can be fatter by a 
wen, which is unſightly and troubleſome, at beſt, 
and intercepts that nouriſhment, which would 
otherwiſe diffuſe itſelf through the whole body. 
About a fortnight after, the commons ſent up a 
bill for ſecuring the freedom of parliaments, by 


limiting the number of members in that houſe 


who ſhould be allowed to poſſeſs employments unde: 
the crown, Bills to the ſame effect, promoted by 


both rie had, after making the like progreſs, 


been rejected in former parliaments; the court and 
miniſtry, who will ever be againſt ſuch a law, hav- 
ing uſually a greater influence in the houſe of lords, 
and fo it happened now. Although that influence 
were leſs, I am apt to think that ſuch a law would 
be too thorough a reformation in one point, while 
we have ſo many corruptions in the reſt ; and per- 
haps the regulations, already made on that article, 
are ſufficient, by which ſeveral employments inca- 
pacitate a man from being choſen a member, and 
all of them bring it to a new election. 


For 
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For my own part, when I conſider the temper of 


particular perſons, and by what maxims they have 
- | acted (almoſt without exception) in their private 
capacities, I cannot conceive how ſuch a bill ſhould 
obtain a majority, unleſs every man expected to be il 
. | oneof the fifty, which, I think, was the limitati- = 
= on intended, © In 
| F About the ſame time, likewiſe, the houſe of com- 14 
2 moms advanced one conſiderable ſtep towards ſecur= _ | 
ing us againſt farther impoſitions from our allies, _ { 
= reſolving that the additional forces ſhould be con- hy 
d tinued ; but with a condition, that the Dutch i 
| ſhould make good their proportion of three fifths to i 
' 


a | two fifths, which thoſe confederates had ſo long, 
and in fo great degree, neglected. The duke of 
G MAarlborough's deduction of two and a half per cent. 
T 
/ 
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from the pay of the foreign oops, was alſo e — 
for carrying on the war. | 
„ Laſtly, within this period is to be include the 
d act paſſed to prevent the diſturbing thoſe of the 
- epiſcopal communion in Scotland in "the exerciſe of 
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„ their religious worſhip, and in the uſe of the 
e Liturgy of the church of England. It is known 
d enough, that the moſt conſiderable of the nobility 
and gentry there, as well as great numbers of the 
people, dread the tyrannical diſcipline of thoſe ſy- 

„ nod«s and preſbyteries; and at the ſame time have 

E the utmoſt contempt for the abilities and tenets of 
d their teachers. It was beſides thought an inequa- 

| lity, beyond all appearance of reaſon or juſtice, 
x W that diflenters of every demonation here, who are 


N45. © 
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the meaneſt and moſt illiterate part amongſt us, 
ſhould poſſeſs a toleration by law, under colour of 
which they might, upon occaſion, be bold enough 
to inſult the religion eſtabliſhed, while thoſe of the 
epiſcopal church in Scotland groaned under a real 
perſecution, The only ſpecious objection againſt 


this bill was, that it ſet the religion by law, in 
both parts of the iſland, upon a different foot, di- 
rectly contrary to the Union; becauſe, by an act 


paſſed this very ſeſſion againſt occaſional conformi- 


ty, our diſſenters were ſhut out from all employ- 


ments. A petition from Carſtairs, and other Scotch 
profeſſors, againſt this bill, was offered to the 
houſe, but not accepted; and a motion made by 
the other party, to receive a clauſe that ſhould 


reſtrain all perſons, who have any office in Scotland, 
from going ta epiſcopal meetings, paſſed in the ne- 
gative, It is manifeſt, that the promoters of this 
dlauſe were not moved by any regard for Scotland, 
which is by no means their favourite at preſent; 
only they hoped, that, if it were made part of a 
law, it might occaſion ſuch a choice of repreſenta- 
tives in both houſes, from Scotland, as would be a 
conſiderable ſtrength to their faction here. But 


the propoſition was in itſelf extremely abſurd, that 


ſo many lords, and other perſons of diſtinction, 
| who have great employ ments, penſions, poſts in 
the army, and other places of profit, many of whom 


are in frequent or conſtant attendance at the court, 
and utterly diſlike their national way of worſhip, 
Hhould be N of their Aderty: of conſcience at 
home 
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from hence to take care of the revenue, and other 


affairs, who would ill digeſt the changing of their 


religion for that of 5 ellen. 


With a farther view of favour towards the epiſ- 
copal clergy of Scotland, three members of that 
country were directed to bring! in a bill for reſtoring 
| the patrons to their antient rights of preſenting mi- 
' niſters to the vacant "churches there, which the 


Kirk, during the height of their power, had obtain- 


ed for themſelves. And, to conclude this ſubject 


at once, the queen, at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 


commanded Mr. ſecretary St. John to acquaint the 


houſe, 15 That, purſuant to their addreſs, the pro- 
« fits ariſing from the biſhops eſtates in Scotland, 


e which remained in the crown, ſhould be applied 
eto the ſupport of ſuch of the epiſcopal clergy 
ce there, as would take the oaths to her majeſty.” ? 


Nothing could more amply juſtify the pr oceedings 


of the queen and her miniſters, for two years paſt, 
than that famous repreſentation above at large re- 
cited; the unbiaſſed wiſdom of the nation, after _ 
the ſtricteſt inquiry, confirming thoſe facts upon 


which her majeſty's counſels were grounded : and 


many perſons, who were before inclined to believe 
that the allies and the late miniſtry had been too 
much loaded by the malice, miſrepreſentations, or 
ignorance of writers, were now fully convinced 
of their miſtake by ſo great an authority. Upon 
this occaſion I cannot forbear doing juſtice to Mr. 
St. John, who had been ſecretary of war, for 
ſeveral 
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home; not to mention thoſe who are ſent thither 
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ſeveral years, under the former adminiſtration, 
where he had the advantage of obſerving how af- 


fairs were managed both at home and abroad. He 


was one of thoſe who ſhared in the preſent trea- 
ſurer's fortune, reſigning up his employment at the 
fame time; and upon that miniſter's being again 
taken into favour, this gentleman was ſome time 
after made ſecretary of ſtate, There he began a- 
freſh, by the opportunities of his Ration, to look 
Into paft miſcarriages ; and, by the force of an ex- 
traordinary genius, and application to public at- 
fairs, joined with an invincible eloquence, laid open 
the fcene of miſcarriages and corruptions, through 
| the whole courſe of the war, in ſo evident a man- 
ner, that the houſe of commons ſeemed principally 
directed in their reſolutions, upon this i inquiry, by 
his information and advice, In a ſhort time after 
the repreſentation was publiſhed, there appeared a 
memorial in the Dutch Gazette, as by order of the 
States, reflecting very much upon the ſaid repre- 
ſentation, as well as the reſolutions on which it was 
founded, pretending to deny ſome of the facts, and 
to extenuate others, This memorial, tranſlated 
into Engliſh, a common writer of news had the 
| boldneſs to inſert in one of his papers. A com- 
plaint being made thereof to the houſe of commons, 
they voted the pretended memorial to be a falſe, 
| ſcandalous, malicious libel, "ane ordered the printer 

to be taken into cuſtody. 
It was the 5 of the miniſters, that, 

while they were baited by their profeſſed adyerſaries 
Es EET A — of 
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of the diſcontented faction, acting in confederacy 
with emiſſaries of foreign powers, to break the 


meaſures her majeſty had taken towards a peace, 


they met at the ſame time with frequent difficul- 


ties from thoſe who agreed and engaged with them _ 
to purſue the ſame general end; but ſometimes | 
diſapproved the methods as too flack and remiſs, 
or in appearance now and then, perhaps, a little 
dubious. In the firſt ſeſſion of this parliament, a 
conſiderable number of gentlemen, all members of 
| the houſe of commons, began to meet by them 
ſelves, and conſult what courſe they ought to ſteer 
in this new world. They intended to revive a 


new country-party in parliament, which might, 
as in former times, oppoſe the court in any pro- 
ceedings they diſliked. The whole body was of 


ſuch who profeſs what is commonly called High- 


church principles, upon which account they were 


irreconcileable enemies to the late miniſtry and all 
its adherents, On the other ſide, conſidering the 
temper of the new men in power, that they were 
perſons who had formerly moved between the two 
extremes, thoſe gentlemen, who were impatient 
for an intire change, and to ſee all their adverſaries 
laid at once as low as the duſt, began to be appre- 
henſive that the work would be done by halves, 
But the juncture of affairs at that time, both at 
home and abroad, would by no means admit of 
| theleaſt precipitation, although the queen and her 


firſt miniſter had been diſpoſed to it, which cer- 


tainly they were not. Neither did the court ſeem 
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at all uneaſy at this league, formed in appearance 


againſt it, but compaſed of honeſt gentlemen, who 
wiſhed well to their country, in which both were 
entirely agreed, although they might differ about 
the means; or, if ſuch a ſociety ſhould begin to 
gro reſty, nothing was eaſter than to divide them, 
. render all their endeavours ineffectual. 

But, in tie courſe of that firſt ſeſſion, many of 
this ſociety became gradually reconciled to the new 
miniſtry, whom they found to be greater objects 


of the common enemy's hatred chas themſelves; 


and the attempt of Cuiſcard, as it gained farther 
time for the deferring the diſpoſal of employments, 
ſo it much endeared that perſon to the kingdom, 
who was ſo near falling a ſacrifice to the ſafety of 


his country. Upon. the laſt ſeſſion of which I am 


now writino, this October club (as it was called) re- 
newed their uſual meetings, but were now very 


much altered from their original inſtitution, and 


ſeemed to have wholly dropped the deſign, as of 


no further uſe. They ſaw a point carried in the 
| houſe of lords againſt the court, that would end in 


the ruin of the kingdom; ; and they obſerved the 


enemy's whole artillery directly levelled at the 


treaſurer's head. In ſhort, the majority of the club 


had ſo good an underſtanding with the great men 


at court, that two of the latter, to ſhew to the 


World how fair a correſpondence there was between 
the court and country-party, conſented to be at 


one of their dinners; but this intercourſe had an 
event very different from what was expected: for 
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immediately the more zealous members of that 


ſociety broke off from the reſt, and compoled a 


new one, made up of gentiemen, who ſeemed to 


expect little of the court ; and perhaps, with a mix- 
ture of others who thought themſelves diſappointed, 


or too Jong delayed, Many of theſe were obſerved 


to retain an incurable jealouſy of the treaſurer, and 


to interpret all delays, which they could not com- 
prehend, as a reſerve of favour in this miniſter to 


the perſons and principles of the abandoned party. 


Upon an occaſion offered about this time, ſome 


perſons, out of diſtruſt to the treaſurer, endea- 
voured to obtain a point, which could not have 
been carried without putting all into confuſion. A 


bill was brought into the houſe of commons, appoint- 
ing commiſſioners to examine into the value of all 


lands, and other intereſts, granted by the crown ſince 


the 13th day of February, 1688, and upon what con- 
ſiderations ſuch grants had been made. The uni- 
ted country-intereſt in the houſe was extremely 
ſet upon paſling this bill. They had conceived an 
opinion, from former precedents, that the court 


would certainly oppoſe all ſteps towards a reſump- 


tion of grants; and thoſe who were apprehenſive 
that the treaſurer inclined the ſame way, propoſed 


the bill ſhould be tacked to another, for raiſing a 


fund by duties upon ſoap and paper, which hath 
been always imputed, whether juſtly or no, as a 
favourite expedient of thoſe called the tory party. 
At the ſame time it was very well known, that the 
houſe 
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houſe of lords had made a fixed and unanimous re- 
ſolution againſt giving their concurrence to the paſ- 
ſing ſuch united bills : ſo that the conſequences of 


this project muſt have been to bring the miniſtry 
under difficulties, to ſtop the neceſſary ſupplies, 1 


and endanger the good correſpondence between 


both houſes; notwithſtanding all which, the ma- 
jority carried it for a tack ; and the committee was 


inſtructed accordingly to make the two bills into 
one, whereby the worſt that could happen would 


have followed, if the treaſurer had not convinced 


the warm leaders in this affair, by undeniable rea- 


ſons, that the means they were uſing would cer- 


tainly diſappoint the end; that neither himſelf, 
nor any other of the queen's ſervants, were at all 
againſt this enquiry ; and he promiſed his utmoſt 


credit to help forward the bill in the houſe of lords. 


He prevailed at laſt to to have it ſent up ſingle; 
but their lordſhips gave it another kind of reception, 
Thoſe who were of the ſide oppoſite to the court, 
withſtood it to a man, as in a party-caſe : among 
the reſt, ſome very perſonally concerned, and others 


by friends and relations, which they ſuppoſed a ſut- 


ficient excule to be abſent, or diſſent. Even thoſe, 
whole grants were antecedent to this intended in- 
ſpection, began to be alarmed, as men wheſe neigh- 
bours houſes are on fire, A ſhew of zeal for the 
late king's honour occaſioned many reflexions up- 
on the date of this enquiry, which was to com- 
mence with his reign : and the earl of Nottingham, 
who had now flung Say the maſk which he had 

TE lately 


ing commiſſioners to examine into royal grants; 
but whether thoſe chiefly concerned did rightly con- 
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lately pulled off, like one who had no other view 
but that of vengeance againſt the queen and her 
friends, acted conſiſtently enough with his deſign, 
by voting as a lord againſt the bill, after he 
had directed his ſon i in "the houſe of commons to 


vote for the tack. 


Thus miſcarried this popular bil for appoint= 


ſult their own intereſt, hath been made a queſtion, 
which perhaps time will reſolve. It was agreed 
that the queen, by her own authority, might have 
iſſued out a commiſſion for ſuch an enquiry, and 
every body believed, that the intention of the par- 
liament was only to tax the grants with about three 
years purchaſe, and at the ſame time eſtabliſh the 
proprietors in poſſeſſion of the remainder for ever; 
ſo that, upon the whole, the grantees would have 
been great gainers by ſuch an act, ſince the titles 
of thoſe lands, as they ſtood then, were hardly of 
Half value with others either for ſale or ſettlement, 
Beſides, the examples of the 1ri/h forfeitures might 
have taught theſe precarious owners, that, when 
the houſe of commons hath once engaged in a 
purſuit, which they think is right, although it be 
ſtopped or ſuſpended for a while, they will be 
ſure to renew it upon every opportunity that of- 
fers, and ſeldom fail of ſucceſs : for inſtance, if the 
reſumption ſhould happen to be made part of a ſup- 
ply, which can be eaſily done without the objecti- 


on ofa tacks the grantees might . then have 


3 much 
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much harder conditions given them; and I do not 
ſee how they could prevent it. Whether the re. 
ſuming of royal grants be conſiſtent with good po- 
licy or juſtice, would be too long a diſquiſition : 
beſides, the profuſion of kings is not like to be a 
grievance for the future, becauſe there have been 
laws ſince made to provide againſt that evil, or, 
indeed, rather becauſe the crown has nothing leſt 
to give away. But the objection made againſi the 
date of the intended enquiry was inviduous and tri- 
fling ; for king James II. made very few grants: 
be was a better manager, and ſquandering was 


none of his faults; whereas the late king, Who 


came over here a perfect ſtranger to our laws, and 
to our people, regardleſs of poſterity, wherein he 
was not likely to furvive, thought he could no way 
better ſtrengthen a new title, than by purchaſing 
friends at the expence of every ching which Was 
in his power to part with. , 
The reaſonableneſs of uniting to a i money-bill 
one of a different nature, which is uſually called 
_ tacking, hath been likewiſe much debated, and 
will admit of argument enough. In antient times, 
when a parliament was held, the commons firſt 


propoſed their grievances to be redreſſed, and then 


gave their aids; ſo that it was a perfect bargain 


between the king and the ſubject. This fully an- 
ſwered the ends of tacking. Aids were then de- 
manded upon occaſions which would hardly paſs at 


preſent ; ſuch, for inſtance, as thoſe for making 


_ the king 8 on a 2 knight, marrying his eldeſt daugh- 
— | e el, 
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ter; and ſome others of the like ſort. Moſt of 


the money went into the king's coffers for his pri- 


vate uſe ; neither was he accountable for any part 
of it. Hence aroſe the form of the king's thanking 
his ſubjects for their benevolence, when any ſub- 


ſidles, tenths, or fifteenths, were given him: but 
the ſupplies now granted are of another nature, 


and cannot be properly called a particular benefit 
ts the crown, becauſe they are all appropriated to 
their ſeveral uſes 5 ſo that when the houſe of com- 


hard to be digeſted, if it be not paſſed, they put 
| themſelves and their country in as great difficulties 


as the prince. On the other fide, there have been 


| ſeveral regulations made, through the courſe of 
time, in parliamentary proceedings; among which 


f 
it is grown a rule, that a bill once rejected ſhall 


3 IF not be brought up again the ſame ſeſſion; whereby 


the commons ſeem to have loſt the advantage of pur- 


d them upon this expedient of tacking: ſo that there 

5 is more to be ſaid on each fide of the caſe, than is 
4 convenient for me to trouble the et or myſelf | 
* in deducing. e 

Among the matters of importatlee during this 
3 ſeſſion, we may juſtly number the proceedings of 
at Ihe houſe of commons with relation to the preſs, 


ſince her majeſty's meſſage to the houſe, of January 
the — concludes with a paragraph, repre- 


=_ Vor, XV. | on ; | ſenting 


mons tack to a money-bill what is foreign and 


| I chaſing a redreſs of their grievances, by granting 
ſupplies, which, upon ſome emergencics, hath put 
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ſenting the great licences taken in publiſhing falſe 
and ſcandalous libels, ſuch as are a reproach to any 
government; and recommending to them to find 
a remedy equal to the miſchief, The meaning of 
theſe words in the meſſage ſeems to be confined to 
thoſe weekly and daily papers and pamphlets, reflect- 


ing upon the perſons and the management of the 
miniſtry, But the houſe of commons, in their ad- 
dreſs, which anſwers this meſſage, makes an ad- 
dition of the blaſphemies againſt God and religion; IF * 
and it is certain, that nothing would be more fo: b 
the honour of the legiſlature, than ſome effectual f 
law for putting a ſtop to this univerſal miſchief: IF © 


but as the perſon [], who adviſed the queen in that I a 
part of her meſſage, had only then in his thoughts I ſe 
the redrefling of the political and factious libels, 1 ſa 
think he ought to have taken care, by his great I th 
credit in the houſe, to have propoſed ſome ways mn. 
by which that evil might be removed; the law for er 
taxing ſingle papers having produced a quite con- i ti 
trary "effect, as was then "foreſeen by many per- W of 
ſons, and hath ſince been found true by experi- fin 
ence, For the adverſe party, full of rage and lei- fon 
ſure Cone their fall, and unanimous in defence of I ſari 
their cauſe, employ a ſett of writers by ſubſcripti- I the 
on, who are well verſed in all the topicks of defi- I the: 
mation, and have a ſtyle and genius levelled to the ſafe 
generality of readers; while thoſe who woule 
draw their pens on the ide of their prince and coun- 


La] Mr. Nea St, John, afterwards 134 en Balingbroie 


4 Te tf 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 195 
| try are diſcouraged by this tax, which exceeds the 
intrinſic value both of the materials and the work; 


a thing, if I be not miſtaken, without example. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that the bad practices 


animadverſions of the publick.; and it is to be wiſh- 

ed, the party-quarrels of the pen were always ma- 
naged with decency and truth: but in the mean 
| time, to open the mouths of our enemies and ſhut 


; our own, is a turn of politicks that wants a little to 


be explained. Perhaps the miniſtry now in poſ- 
1 I {fion, becauſe they are in poſſeſſion, may deſpiſe 


ſuch trifles as this ; and it is not to be denied, that, 
at acting as they do upon a national intereſt, they may 
ts ſeem to ſtand in Jeſs need of ſuch ſupports, or may 
1 W fafely fling them down as no longer neceſſary, But if 
at the leaders of the other party had proceeded by this 


ys maxim, their power would have been none at all, 
for Nor of very ſhort duration: and had not ſome ac- 


n- tive pens fallen in to improve the good diſpoſitions | 
cr- of the people upon the late change, and continued 
er: fince to overthrow the falſehood, plentifully, and 
lei- ¶ fometimes not unplauſibly, ſcattered by the adver- 
e of MW faries, I am very much in doubt, whether thoſe at 


pti- the helm would now have reaſon to be pleaſed with 


lefa- MW their ſucceſs. A particular perſon may, with more 
the ſafety, deſpiſe the opinion of the vulgar, becauſe it 
oull ¶ does a wiſe man no real harm or good, but the ad- 


miniſtration a great deal; and whatever fide has the 


| of printers have been ſuch, as to deſerve the ſevereſt 


ſole manegement of the pen, will ſoon find hands 
mough to write down their enemies as low as w_ DEER 
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pleaſe. If the people had no other idea of thoſe 
whom her majeſty truſts in her greateſt affairs, 
than what is conveyed by the paſſions of ſuch as 
would compaſs ſea and land for their deſtruction, 
what could they expect, but to be torn in pieces 
by the rage of the multitude ? How neceſſary 
therefore was it, that the world ſhould, from time 
to time, be undeceived by true repreſentations of 
perſons and fats, which have kept the kingdom 
ſteady to its intereſt, againſt all the attacks of 
cunning and virulent faction! 
However: the miſchiefs of the preſs were too ex- 
orbitant to be cured, by ſuch a remedy as a tax up- 
on the ſmaller papers; and a bill for a much more 
effectual regulation of it was brought into the 
houſe of commons, but ſo late in the ſeſſion, that 
there was no time to paſs it: for there hath hither 
to always appeared an unwillingneſs to cramp a 
overmuch the liberty of the prels, whether from ar 
the inconveniencies apprehended from doing too re 
much, or too little; or whether the benefit propo- of 
ſed by each party to themſelves, from the ſervice of w. 
their writers towards recovering or preſerving of ſo 
power, be thought to outweigh the diſadvantages. W = 
| However it came about, this affair was put off from 
one week to another, and the bill not brought into 
the houſe till the eighth of June. It was congÞ 
| mitted three days, and then heard of no more. I 
this bill there was a clauſe inſerted (whether indul: 
triouſly with deſign to overthrow it) that the au- 
thor's name, and place of abode, ſhould be ſet tl 
ever) 
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„very printed book, pamphlet, or paper; which 


U believe no man, who hath the leaſt regard to 

learning, would give his conſent to: for, beſides 
the objection to this clauſe from the practice of 
| pious men, who, in publiſhing excellent writings 


for the ſervice of religion, haye choſen, out of an 


ore have diſpoſitions directly contrary : ſo that, if this 
the W clauſe had made part of a law, there would have 


hat i been an end, in all likelihood, of any valuable 
er- MW production for the future, either in wit or learning: 

mp and that inſufferable race of ſtupid people, Wo 
rom are now every day loading the preſs, would then 


too WF reign alone, in time deſtroy our very firſt principles 


po-* of reaſon, and introduce barbarity amongſt us, 
e o which is already KEPt out with to much difficulty by f 


g of ſo few hands. 


gun by France, to the commencement of the ſecond 


mentioned to the preſent time; and becauſe there 


humble Chriſtian ſpirit, to conceal their names; 
it is certain, that all perſons of true genius or 
| knowledge have an invincible modeſty and ſuſpici- 

on of themſelves, upon their firſt ſending their 
x- @ thoughts into the world; and that thoſe who are 
p- dull or ſuperficial, void of all taſte and judgment, 
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Having given an account of the geren ſteps | 
made cards a peace, from the firſt overtures be- 


ſeſſion, I ſhall in the fourth book relate the particu- 
1 lars of this great negociation, from the period laſt- 


happened ſome paſſages in both houſes, occaſioned 
* the treaty, I ſhall take notice of them under — 
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pleaſe. If the people had no other idea of thoſe 
whom her majeſty truſts in her greateſt affairs, 
than what is conveyed by the paſſions of ſuch as 
would compaſs ſea and land for their deſtruction, 
what could they expect, but to be torn in pieces 
by the rage of the multitude? How neceſſary 
therefore was it, that the world ſhould, from time 
to time, be undeceived by true repreſentations of 
perſons and facts, which have kept the kingdom 
ſteady to its intereſt, againſt all the attacks of 2 
cunning and len faction! 
However, the miſchiefs of the preſs \ were too ex- 
orbitant to be cured, by ſuch a remedy as a tax up- 
on the ſmaller papers; and a bill for a much more 
effectual regulation of it was brought into the 
| houſe of commons, but fo late in the ſeſſion, that 
there was no time to paſs it : for there hath hither- 
to always appeared an unwillingneſs to cramp 
_ overmuch the liberty of the preſs, whether from 
the inconveniencies apprehended from doing too 
much, or toolittle; or whether the benefit propo- 
ſed by each party to themſelves, from the ſervice of 
their writers towards recovering or preſerving of 
power, be thought to outweigh the diſadvantages. 


However it came about, this affair was put off from MW n 


one week to another, and the bill not brought into g 
the houſe till the eighth of June. It was com- ſe 
| mitted three days, and then heard of no more. In 1: 
this bill there was a clauſe inſerted (whether indul- n 
triouſly with deſign to overthrow it) that the au- h 
_ thor's name, and place ef abode, ſhould be ſet to db 

| err 
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every printed book, pamphlet, or paper; which 
I believe no man, who hath the leaſt regard to 
learning, would give his conſent to: for, beſides 
the objection to this clauſe from the practice of 
pious men, who, in publiſhing excellent writings 


for the ſervice of religion, haye choſen, out of an 


humble Chriſtian ſpirit, to conceal their names; 
it is certain, that all perſons of true genius or 


knowledge have an invincible modeſty and ſuſpici- 


on of themſelves, upon their firſt ſending their 
thoughts into the world; and that thoſe who are 


dull or ſuperficial, void of all taſte and judgment, 


have diſpoſitions directly contrary: ſo that, if this 
clauſe had made part of a law, there would have 
been an end, in all likelihood, of any valuable 
production for the future, either in wit or learning: 
and that inſufferable race of ſtupid people, who 
are now every day loading the preſs, would then 
reign alone, in time deſtroy our very firſt principles 
of reaſon, and introduce barbarity amongſt us, 
which is already ROE out t with to much difculty by 15 


lo few hands. 
Having given an account of ts 3 ſteps 


made th," a peace, from the firſt overtures be- 

gun by France, to the commencement of the ſecond 
ſeſſion, I ſhall in the fourth book relate the particu- 
lars of this great negociation, from the period laſt- 


mentioned to the preſent time; and becauſe there 


happened ſome paſſages in both houſes, occaſioned > 
by the SAY» Lan take notice of them under 
| that 
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that head. There only remains to be mentioned 


one affair of another nature, which the lords anc 
commons took into their cognizance, after a very 


different manner, wherewith I ſhall cloſe this part | 


of my ſubject. 


The ſect of Quakers amongſt us, whoſe film 


of religion, firſt founded upon enthuſiaſm, hath 
been many years growing into a craft, held it an 
_ unlawful action to take an oath to a magiſtrate. 
This doctrine was taught them by the author of 
their fect, from a literal application of the text, 
| Stwear not at all; but, being a body of people whol- 
ly turned to trade and commerce of all kinds, they 


found themſelves on many occaſions deprived of the 


benefit of the law, as well as of voting at elections, 
by a fooliſh ſcruple, which their obſlinacy would 
not ſuffer them to get over. To prevent this in- 
convenience, theſe people had credit enough in 
the late reign to have an act paſted, that theic ſo- 
lemn affirmation and declaration ſhould be accept- 


ed, inſtead of an oath in the uſual form, The 
great concern in thoſe times, was to lay all religion 


upon a level; in order to which, this maxim was 
advanced, that no man ought to be denied the li- 
berty of ſerving his country upon account of a dil 
erent belief in ſpeculative opinions, under which 
term ſome people were apt to include every docttine 
of Chriſtianity: however, this act, in favour of 
the Quakers, was only temporary, in order to keep 
them in conſtant dependance, and expired of courſe 
alter a certain term, if it were not continued 


1 hole 
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Thoſe people had, therefore, very early in the ſeſ- 
fion, offered a petition to the houſe of commons 
for a continuance of the act, which was not ſuffered 
to be brought up ; upon this they applied them- 
ſelves to the lords, who paſſed a bill accordingly, 

and ſent it down to the commons, where it was not 


ſo much as allowed a firſt reading. 


And indeed it is not eaſy to Pe EN upon what 


motives the legiſlature of ſo great a kingdom could 
| deſcend fo low, as to be minifterial and ſubſervi- 


ent to the caprices of the moſt abſurd hereſy that 


ever appeared in the world; and this in a point, 
where thoſe deluding or deluded people ſtand 
Singular from all the "Folk of mankind who live 


under civil government: but the deſigns of an 
aſpiring party, at that time, were not otherwiſe to 


be compaſſed, than by undertaking any thing that 


would humble and mortify the Church; and I am 


fully convinced, that if a ſect of ſceptic philo- 
ſophers (who profeſs to doubt of every thing) had 
been then among us, and mingled their tenets with 
ſome corruptions of Chriſtianity, they might have 


obtained the ſame priviledge; and that a low would 


have been enacted, whereby the ſolemn doubt of 


the people called Scepticks ſhould have been ac- 


cepted, inſtead of an oath in the uſual form; fo ab- 
Jurd are all maxims formed upon the inconſiſtent 
principles of faction, when once they are brought 


to be examined by the ſtandard of truth and rea- ; 
ſon! 


: H 1 i T R 


oF THE 
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BOOK iv. 


E left the plenipotentiaries of the allies, 
: and thoſe of the enemy, preparing to aſ- 
ſemble at Utrecht on the firſt of January, N. S. in 
order to form a congreſs for negotiating a general 
peace; wherein although the Dutch had made a 
mighty merit of their compliance with the queen, 
yet they ſet all their inſtruments at work to inflamne 
both houſes againſt her majeſty's meaſures. Monſ. 


and diſperſe his memorial, of which I have formerly 


| ſpoken: Feffman, the emperor's reſident, was 


ſoliciting for a yatcht and convoys to bring over 


5 prince 2 at this juncture, fortified, as it was 
given out, with great propoſals from the imperial 
court: the earl of Nottingham became a convert, 


for reaſons already mentioned: money was diſtri- 
buted 
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buted where occaſion required; and the dukes of 
Somerſet and Marlborough, together with the earl of 
Godolphin, had put themſelves at tne head of the 
Junto and their e in order to attack the 
court. 
Some days after the vote paſſed the houſe at | 
lords for admitting into the addreſs the earl of Not- 
tingham's clauſe, againſt any peace without Spain, 
Monſ. Buys, the Dutch envoy, who had been deep 
in all the conſultations with the diſcontented party 
for carrying that point, was. deſired to meet with 
the lord privy-ſeal, the earl of Dartmouth, and Mr, 
| ſecretary St. John, in order to ſign a treaty between 
the queen and the States, to ſubſiſt after a peace. 
There the envoy took occaſion to expoſtulate upon 
the advantages ſtipulated for Britain with France; 
ſaid it was his opinion, that thoſe miniſters 
* ought, in reipect of the friendſhip between both 
© nations, to acquaint him what theſe advantages 
were; and that he looked upon his country to 
4 be intitled, by ireaty, to ſhare them equaily with 
deus: That there was now another reaſon why 
e ſhould be more diſpoſed to comply with him 
c upon this head; for, ſince the late reſolution of 
« the houſe of lords; he took it for granted, it 
« would be a dangerous ſtep in us to give Spain to 
« a prince of the Jaded of Bourbon; 545 therefore, 
„that we ſhould do well to induce the States, by 
e ſuch a conceſſion, to help us out of this diffi- 
2. culty.“ 


11 
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Mr. St. John made anſwer, <* That there was 
“not a man in the queen's council capable of ſo 


baſe a thought: That, if Buys had any thing to 


„ complain of, which was injurious to Holland, or 
„ juſtly tending to hurt the good correſpondence 
between us and the States, he was confident her 


« majeſty would at all times be ready to give it 


up; but that the miniſters ſcorned to ſcreen 


„ themſelves at the expence of their country: 
„That the reſolution Bus mentioned, was 


<« chiefly owing to foreign miniſters intermed- 
e dling in our affairs, ved would perhaps have 
an effect the projectors did not foreſee: 


„That, if the peace became impracticable, 
* the houſe of commons would certainly put the 


© war upon another foot, and reduce the public 


ec expence within ſuch a compaſs as our treaties _ 


required in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, and as our preſent 
condition would admit, leaving the partiſans for 
5 war to ſupply the reſt.” 


Although the ſecretary believed this anſwer 
would put an end to ſuch infamous propoſals, it 
fell out otherwiſe; for, ſhortly after, Monſ. 
Bus applied himſelf to the treaſurer, promiſing to 
undertake, «That his maſters ſhould give up the 
es article of Spain, provided they might ſhare with _ 


o us in the Aſſiento for Negroes.” To which the 2 


treaſurer's anſwer was ſhort, “ That he would 


s rather loſe his head than conſent to ſuch an 


n 


$6 offer,” 
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It is manifeſt, by this proceeding, that, what- 


ever ſchemes were forming here at home, in this 
juncture, by the enemies to the peace, the Dutch 


only deſigned to fall in with it as far as it would 


| anſwer their own account; and, by a ſtrain of the 


| lower politicks, wherein they muſt be allowed to 
excell every country in Chriſtendom, lay upon the 


watch for a good bargain, by taking advantage of 
the diſtreſs they them(clves had brought 1 their 


neareſt neighbour and ally. 


But the queen highly reſented this indignity 
from a republick, upon whom ſhe had conferred ſo 


many obligations. She could not endure that the 


Dutch ſhould employ their inſtruments to act in 
confederacy with a cabal of factious people, who 


were prepared to ſacrifiſe the ſafety of their prince 


and country to the recovery of that power they had 


ſo long poſſeſſed and abuſed. Her majeſty knew 


very well, that, whatever were the miſtaken or 


affected opinion of ſome people at home, upon the 


article of Spain, it was a point the States had long 
given up, who had very openly told our miniſtry, . 
That the war in that country was only our con- 


4 cern, and what their republick had nothing to do 


with.“ It is true, the party-leaders were 2quat- 

| ly convinced, that the recovery of Spain was im- 
: practicable ; - but many things may be excuſed in a 
proſeſſed adverſary, fallen under a diſgrace, which 
are highly criminal in an ally, upon whom we are 
that very inſtant conferring new favours. Her ma- 
- jeſty therefore thought. it high time to exert herſelf, _ 
and 3 


and at length put a ſtop to foreign influence upon 
Britiſh counſels ; ſo that, after the earl of Noting- 


ham's clauſe againſt any peace without Spain was 


carried in the houſe of lords, directions were im- 
mediately ſent to the ear] of Strafford. at the 
Hague, to inforrn the Dutch, „That it was ob- 
& tained by a trick, and would conſequently turn 
c to the diſappointment and confuſion of the con- 


ce trivers and the actors.“ He was likewiſe inſtruct- 


ed to be very dry and reſerved to the penſionary and 


Dutch miniſters; ; to let them know, the queen 
60 thought herſelf ill treated; and that they would 


„ ſoon hear what effects thoſe meaſures would 


have upon a mild and good temper, wrought up to 


«& reſentment by xepeated provocations : "That the 
« States might have the war continued, if they plea- 
cc ſed; dut that the queen would not be forced to 


© to carry it on after their manner, nor would ſuf- 
© fer them to make her peace, or to ſettle the in- 


© tereſts of her kingdoms.” 


Too others in Holland, who cn to be more 
moderate, the earl was directed to ſay, That the 
States were upon a wrong ſcent : That their mi- 


& niſter here miſtook every thing that we had pro- 
© miſed: That we would perform all they could 


© reaſonably aſk from us, in relation to their barrier 
and their trade; and that Monſ. Buys dealt very 
© unfairly, if he had not told them as much. But 


* that Britain proceeded, in ſome reſpects, upon 
„a new ſcheme of politicks; would no longer 


66 ſtruggle for impoſſibilities, rx nor be amuſed by 
e words: 
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« words: That our people came more and mote 
< to their ſenſes; and that the ſingle diſpute now 


Was, whether the Dutch would join with a facti- 


on againſt the — or with the nation for 
her?“ 
The court likewiſe reſolved to diſcourage prince 
Eugene from his journey to England, which he was 
about this time undertaking, and of which J have 
| ſpoken before. He was told, That the queen 
« wanted no exhortations to carry on the war; 
but the project of it ſhould be agreed abroad, 
upon which her majeſty's reſolutions might ſoon 
ce be ſignified : but, until ſhe ſaw what the empe- 
«ror and allies were ready to do, fhe would nei- 
ee ther promiſe nor engage for any thing.“ At 
the ſame time, Mr. Sr. Jon told . the 
emperor's reſident here, That, if the prince had 
< a mind to divert himſelf in London, the miniſters 
T would do their part to entertain him, and be ſure 
e to trouble him with no manner of buſineſs,” 
This coldneſs retarded the prince's journey for 
ſome days; but did not prevent it, although he 


had a ſecond meſſage by the queen's order, "with 


this farther Addo That his name had lately 
ce been made uſe of, on many occaſions, to create 

© ferment, and ſtir up ſedition; and that her ma- 
„ jeſty judged it would be neither ſafe for him, nor 
„ convenient for her, that he ſhould come over 
© at this time.” But all would not do: it was 
enough that the queen did not abſolutely forbid him, 


- and the party-confederates, both foreign and do- 


meſtic, 
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meſtic, thought his preſence would be highly neceſ- 


ſary for their ſervice. 
Towards the end of Detenber; the Jord privy= 


ſeal [u] ſet out for Holland. He was ordered to 
ſtop at the Hague, and, in conjunction with the 
earl of Strafford, to declare to the States, in her 
majeſty's name, © her reſolutions to conclude no 
peace, wherein the allies in general, and each 


« confederate in particular, m might not find their 
_ © ample ſecurity and their reaſonable ſatis faction: 


„ That ſhe was ready to inſiſt upon their barrier, | 


and advantages in their trade, in the manner the 
States themſelves ſhould deſire; and to concert 
with them ſuch a plan of treaty, as both powers 


0 might be under mutual engagements never to re- 


„ cede from: That nothing could be of greater 


„ importance, than for the miniſters of Great Britain 
s and Holland to enter the congreſs under the 
e ſtricteſt ties of confidence, and intirely to con- 
56 cur throughout the courſe of theſe negociations. 
„To which purpoſe, it was her majeſty's plea- 
<« ſure, that their lordſhips ſhould adjuſt with the 
& Dutch miniſters, the beſt manner and method 
for opening and carrying on the conferences, and 
declare themſelves inſtructed to communicate 


« freely their thoughts and mcaſures to the pleni- 
es potentiaries of the States, who, they m_ 
<< had received the ſame inſtructions,” 


["] Dr, Rebinſor, biſhop of Brifte!, 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly; the two lords were to ſignify to the pen- 
ſionary, and the other miniſters, «+ That her ma- 


* jeſty's preparations for the next campaign were 


carried on with all the diſpatch and ' vigour the 


© preſent circumſtances would allow ; and to in- 
<« ſift, that the ſame might be done by the States; 


and that both powers ſhould join in preſſing the 


e emperor, and other allies, to make greater efforts 
< than they had hitherto done; without which 
ce the war muſt languiſh, and the terms of peace 


ée become every day more diſadvantageous.“ 


The two Britiſb plenipotentiaries went to Utrecht 
with very large inſtructions, and, after the uſual 


manner, were to make much higher demands from 
France (atleaſt in behalf of the allies) than they 


could have any hope to obtain. The ſum of what 
they had in charge, beſides matter of form, was, to 
concert with the miniſters of the ſeveral powers en- 
gaged againſt France, «That all differences ariſing 
among them ſhould be accommodated between 
<« themſelves, without ſuffering the French to in- 
e terfere : That whatever were propoſed to France 
© by a miniſter of the alliance, ſhould be backed 


« by the whole confederacy : That a time might 


e be fixed for the concluſion, as there had been 
« for the commencement, of the treaty. "0 Sparn 
was to be demanded out of the hands of the Bour- 
Bon family, as the moſt effectual means for prevent- 
ing the union of that kingdom with France; and 
whatever conditions the allies could agree upon for 
bindering 
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LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 229 
pindering that union, their lordſhips were peremp- 
torily to inſiſt on. 


As the intereſts of each ally in n the ple- 
nipotentiaries of Britain were to demand . Strafe 


c burgh, the fort of Kehl, with its independencies, 
and the town of Briſac, with its territory, for 
| © the emperor: That France ſhould poſſeſs Alſatia, 
* according to the treaty of Męſiphalia, with the 
c right of the prefecture only over the ten impe- 
ce rial cities in that country : That the fortificati- 
ons of the faid ten cities be put into the condi- 
tion they were in at the time of the ſaid treaty, 
cc except Landau, which was to be demanded for 

| © the emperor and empire, with liberty of demo- 
 * [iſhing the fortifications : That the French king 
hy ſhould, at a certain time, and at his own ex- 


„ pence, demoliſh the fortreſſes of Hanningen, New 
* Briſjac, and Fort Lewis, never to be rebuilt. 


That the town and fortreſs of Rhinfalt ſhould 
ce be demanded for the landgrave of He e, 


5 until that matter be otherwiſe ſettled. 


| © That the clauſe relating to lion.” in the. 
| © fourth article of the treaty of Ryſwick, and con- 


“e trary to that of Weſiphalia, ſhould be annulled, 


and the ſtate of religion in Germany reſtored to 


= the tenour of the treaty of Meſiphalia. 


That France ſhould acknowledge the king 7 5 


| & Pruffia, and give him no diſturbance in Neuf- 


cc chatel and Valengin : That the principality of 


cc Y and other eſtates belonging to the þ late 
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« king William, ſhould be reſtored, as law ſhould 
$6. direct. 

That the duke of Hanover ſhould be acknow- f 
« ledged elector. 


„That the king of Portugal ſhould enjoy all 


6 the advantages ſtipulated between him and the 
cc allies. 

„ That the States ſhould have for their bande 4 

c Purnes, Fort Knack, Menin, Ipres, Liſle, Tour- 


« nay, Conde, Valenciennes, Maubeuge, Douay, 


e Bethune Avie, St, Venant, and Bouchain, with 


„ their cannon, &c, That the French king ſhould 


s reſtore all the places belonging to Spain, now 


or during this war in his poſſeſſion, in the Nether- 
cc Jands: That ſuch part of them as ſhould be 
C thought fit, might be allowed likewiſe for a bar- 
e rier to the States: That France ſhould grant 


© the tariff of 1664 to the States, and exemption 
c of fifty pence per tun upon Dutch oed trading 
eto that kingdom. 


gut that theſe 8 in 8 of the. States 


0 © ſhould not be concluded, till the Barrier-treaty 


< were explained to the queen's ſatisfaction. 


That the duke of Savoy ſhould be put in poſ- 


“ ſeffion of all taken from him in this war, and 


enjoy the places yielded to him by the emperor, 


* and other allies: That France ſhould likewiſe 


e yield to him Exilles, Feneſirelles, Chaumont, the 


valley of Pregata, and the land lying between 
Piedmount and Mount Genu. 


” 60 That 


8 A * A 


OI, 
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hat 


c“ That the article about demoliſhing of Dunkirk 
c ſhould be explained,” 


As to Britain, the dextpotentiaries were to 

e inſert that Nieuport, Dendermond, Ghent, and 
cc all places which appear to be a barrier rather 

ce againſt England than France, ſhould . 
& not be given to the Dutch, or at leaſt in ſuch a 
“manner, as not to hinder the queen's ſubjects 


&« free paſſage to and from the Low Countries. 


„That the ſeventh article of the Barrier-treaty, 5 


&* which impowers the States, in caſe of an attack, 
eto put troops at diſcretion in all the places of the 


« Loto Countries, ſhould be ſo explained as to be 


* underſtood only of an attack from France, 
„That Britain ſhould trade to the Low Coun- 


« tries with the ſame privileges a as the States them- 


es ſelves. 
„That the 6 Chriſtian king ſhould acknow- 


ce © ledge the ſucceſſion of Hanover, and immedi- 5 
hy ately oblige the pretender to leave France; and 
« that the ſaid king ſhould promiſe, for himſelf 
„ and his heirs, never to acknowledge any perſon : 


for King or queen of Exgland, otherwile than ac- 
e cording to the ſettlements now in force. 
„That a treaty of commerce ſhould be com- 


| c menced, as ſoon as poſſible, between France and 
© Britain; and, in the mean time, the neceſſary 
points ns to it be ſettled. 


That the lle of St. Chri/iopher's ſhould. be 
* ſurrendered to the queen, Hudſon's Bay reſtored, 


4 Placentia and the whole iſland of Newfoundland 6 
80 * yielded to Britain by the moſt Chriſtian king; 
| P a | | 66 who £2 
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“ king IVilliam, ſhould be reſtored, as law ſhould 
C direct. 

„„ That the duke of Hanover ſhould be acknow- 
f 40 ledged elector. | 
« That the king of Portugal ſhould enjoy all 
e the advantages ſtipulated between him and the 
<« allies. 


« That the States ſhould have for their barrier ; 
C. Purnes, Fort Knock, Menin, Ipres, Lifle, Tour- 


<< nay, Conde, Valenciennes, Maubeuge, Douay, 
„ Bethune Avie, St. Venant, and Bouchain, with 
& their cannon, &c. That the French king ſhould 


e reſtore all the places belonging to Spain, now 


or during this war in his poſſeſſion, in the Nether- 
“ Jands: That ſuch part of them as ſhould be 
« thought fit, might be allowed likewiſe for a bar- 
| © rjer to the States: That France ſhould grant 
< the tariff of 1664 to the States, and exemption 
cc of fifty pence per tun upon Dutch goods trading 
| © to that kingdom. 

Hut that theſe articles in favout of the States 
: 9 ſhould not be concluded, till the Barrier- treat) 
<< were explained to the queen's ſatis faction. 

<« That the duke of Savoy ſhould be put in pol- 
* ſeſſion of all taken from him in this war, and 
.. ** enjoy the places yielded to him by the emperor, 
e and other allies: That France ſhould likewiſe 


* yield to him Exilles, Feneſtrelles, Chaumont, the 


<< valley of Pregata, and the land lying between 
70 Piedmount and Mount Genu. 


6 That 
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ce. That the article about demoliſhing of Dunkirk 

ce ſhould be explained,” 

* As to Britain, the plenipotentiaries were to 


« inſert that Nieuport, Dendermond, Ghent, and 
« all places which appear to be a barrier rather 


te againſt England than France, ſhould either 


e not be given to the Dztch, or atleaſt in ſuch a 
« manner, as not to hinder the queen's ſubjects 
free paſſage to and from the Low Countries, _ © 

& That the ſeventh article of the Barrier- treaty, 5 
6 which impowers the States, in caſe of an attack, 


*© to put troops at diſcretion in all the places of the 
« Low Countries, ſhould be fo explained as to be 


* underſtood only of an attack from France. 


„That Britain ſhould trade to the Low Coun- 


« tries with the ſame e as the States them- 


« ſelves. 


„That the moſt Chriſtian king mould acknow- 


i ledge the ſucceſſion of Hanover, and immedi- 


* ately oblige the pretender to leave France; and 
« that the ſaid king ſhould. promiſe, for himſelf 


and his heirs, never to acknowledge any perſon 
« for king or queen of England, otherwiſe than ac- 
e cording to the ſettlements now in force. 


„ That a treaty of commerce ſhould be com- 
* menced, as ſoon as pollible, between France and 
©* Britain ; and, in the mean time, the neceſſary 


« points relating to it be ſettled, _ 
« That the ile of St. Chriſtopher: s ſhould be 


te ſurrendered to the queen, Hudſon's Bay reſtored, 


&* Placentia and the whole iſland of Newfoundland 
rh e to Britain by the moſt Chriſtian king; 
| + who. 


f 2 
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K who was Jikewiſe to quit all claim to Nova Sco- 
fia and Annapolis Royal, 


„That Gibraltar and Minorca ſhould be annexed 


* to the Britiſh crown. 
„„ That the Aſſiento ſhould be granted to Bri- 


© fain for thirty years, with the ſame advantage 


ce as to France; with an extent of ground on the 
river of Plata, for ee and refreſhing the 
„ Negroes. 


That Spain ſhould orant to the ſubjeQts of Bri- 


ce tain as large privileges as to any other nation what- 
&« ſoever; as likewiſe an exemption of duties, 
L amounting to an enen of at leaſt fifteen Yn 
© cent. 

« That tale ten ſhould be 50 far 
what ſhould appear to be juſtly due to her majeſty 
© from the emperor and the States. 

_ « Laſtly, That the plenipotentiaries ſhould con- 
« ſult, with thoſe of the Proteſtant allies, the moſt 
* effectual methods for reſtoring the Proteſtants of 
France to their religious and civil liberties, and 
for the immediate releaſe of thoſe who a are now 
ein the galleys.“ 
What part of theſe demands were to be inſiſted 
on, and what were to be given up, will appear by 
the ſequel of this negociation. But there was no 
difficulty of moment enough to retard the peace, 
except a method for preventing the union of Franc 


and Spain under one prince, and the ſettling the 


barrier for Holland 1 ; which laſt, as claimed by the 
— States, 


States, could, in prudence and ys. be no more 


allowed by us than by France. 

The States General having appointed Monf. 
Buys to be one of their plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, 
that miniſter left England a few days after the lord 


privy-ſeal, In his laſt conference with the lords of 


the council, he abſolutely declared, © That his 
| © maſters had done their utmoſt, both by ſea and 

4 land: That it was unreaſonable to expect more: 

That they had exceeded their proportion, even 
ce beyond Britain; and that as to the emperor, and 
& other allies, he knew no expedient left for ma- 
* king them act with more vigour, than to purſue 


& them with pathetical exhortations.“ 


This miniſter was ſent over hither, inflrudted | 
and impowered by halves. The ferment raiſed by 
the united endeavours of our party-leaders, among 
whom he was a conſtant fellow-labourer to the ut- 
moſt of his {kill, had wholly confounded him: 

and thinking to take the advantage of negociating 
well for Holland at the expence of Britain, he ated 
but ill for his own country, and worſe for the com- 
mon cauſe. However, the queen's miniſters and 
he parted with the greateſt civility ; and her majeſty's 

preſent was double the value of what is uſual to 


the character he bore. 


As the queen was determined. to alter her r mea- 
ſures in making war, ſo ſhe thought nothing would 
ſo much convince the States of the neceflity of a 
peace, as to have them frequently put in mind of 
a this reſolution, Which her ambaſſador Straffard, | 
P 3 then 
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then at the Hague, was accordingly directly to do: 


and if they ſhould object, of what ill conſequence 


it would be for the enemy to know her majeſty de- 
ſigned to leſſen her expences, he might anſwer, 
“ That the miniſters here were ſorry for it; 

«© but the Dutch could only blame themſelves, for 
| « forcing into ſuch a neceſſity a princeſs, to whoſe 
© friendſhip they owed the preſervation and 
& orandeur of their republick, and chuſing to lean 


© ona broken faction, THREE than place their con- 
< fidence in the queen.” 


It was her majeſty's earneſt defire, that there 
Could be a perfect agreement at this treaty between 


the miniſters of all the allies, than which nothing 
could be more effectual to make France comply 
with their juſt demands: above all, ſhe directed 
her plenipotentiaries to enter into the ſtricteſt con- 
fiidence with thoſe of Holland; and that, after the 
States had conſented to explain the Barrier-treaty 
to her reaſonable ſatisfaction, both powers ſhould 
form between them a plan of general peace, from 
vhich they would not recede, and ſuch as might 
| ſecure the quiet of Europe, as well as the particular 
intereſts of each confederate. 

The Dutch were accordingly preſſed, before the 
congreſs opened, to come to ſome temperament 
upon that famous treaty; becauſe the miniſters 
here expected it would be ſoon laid before the houſe 
of commons, by which the reſentment of the na- 
tion would probably appear againſt thoſe who had 
= been actors and adviſers i in it: but Monſ. Buys, 

who 
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who uſually ſpoke for his collegues, was full of 
oppoſition, began to expoſtulate upon the advant- 


ages Britain had ſtipulated with France, and to in- 
ſiſt, that his maſters ought to ſhare equally in them 


all, but eſpecially the Aſſiento contract: ſo that 


no progreſs was made in fixing a previous good 


correſpondence between ie and the States, 
which her majeſty had ſo earneſtly recommended. 


CTertain regulations having been agreed upon, for 
avoiding of ceremony and other inconveniencies, 

the conferences began at Utrecht, upon the 29th of 

January, N. S. 1711-12, at ten in the morning. 


The miniſters of the allies going into the Town houſe 


at one door and thoſe of France at the ſame inſtant 
at another, they all took their ſeats without diſtincti- 
on; and the biſhop of Briſtol, lord privy-ſeal, firſt 
ri dent of Britain, opened the aſſembly 
with a ſhort ſpeech, directed to the miniſters of : 


France, in words to the following effect: 
850 Mefficurs, 


„We are here met to-day, | in n the name of God, 
«to enter upon a treaty of general peace, between 
© the high allies and the king your maſter. We 
<© bring ſincere intentions, and expreſs orders 


“from our ſuperiors to concur, on their part, with 


© whatever may advance and perfect ſo falutary 
and Chriſtian a work. On the other fide, we 
« hope you have the ſame diſpoſition ; and that 
your orders will be ſo full, as to be able, without 
66 ol 0 of time, to anſwer the expectation of hd 
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high allies, by explaining yourſelves clearly and 
„ roundly upon the points we ſhall have to ſettle 


ein theſe conferences; and that you will perform 
& this in ſo plain and ſpeciic a manner, as every 


<& prince and ſtate in the confederacy may find a Juit ; 


c and reaſonable ſatisfaction.” 


The French began, by promiſing to lee the 


overtures which Monſ. Mæſnager had delivered tothe 
queen ſome months before, and to give in a ſpe- 


cific project of what their maſter would yield, pro- 
vided the allies would each give a ſpecific anſwer, by 


making their ſeveral demands 3 ; which method, af- 


ter many difficulties, and affected e in the 
Dutch, was at length agreed to. 


But the States, who had, with the utmoſt diſ— 
content, ſeen her majeſty at the head of this nego- 
cilation, where they intended to have placed them- 
ſelves, began to diſcover their ill-humour upon 
every occaſion ; they raiſed endleſs difficulties about 


ſettling the Barrier-treaty, as the queen deſired ; 


and in one of the firſt general conferences, they 
would not ſuffer the Britiſh ſecretary to take the 
minutes, but nominated ſome Dutch profeſſor for 
that office, which the queen refuſed, and reſented _ 


their behaviour as an uſeleſs cavil, intended only 


to ſhew their want of reſpect, The Britiſh pleni- 
potentiaries had great reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 
Duteb were, at this time, privately endeavouring i 


to ingage in ſome ſeperate meaſures with France, 
by the intervention of one Molo, a buſy factious 


agent at Aan um, who had been often employed 
— E N 
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in ſuch intrigues : that this was the cauſe which 


made them ſo litigious and flow in all their ſteps, 


in hopes to break the congreſs, and find better 
terms for their trade and barrier, from the French, 


than we ever could think fit to allow them. The 
Dutch miniſters did alſo apply themſelves with in- 
duſtry, to cultivate the imperial plenipotentiary's 
flavour, in order to ſecure al} advantages of com- 
merce with Spain and the Vſi-Indies, in caſe thoſe 
dominions could be procured for the emperor : for 
this reaſon, they avoided ſettling any general plan 
of peace, in concert with the plenipotentiaries of 
Britain, which her majeſty deſired; and Monſ. 
Buys plainly told their lordſhips, that it was a 
point, which neither he nor his collegues could 
conſent to, before the States were admitted equal 


ſharers with Britain in the trade of Spain. 


The court having notice of this untraCtable tem- 
per in the Dutch, gave direct orders to the plenipo- 


tentiaries of Britain, for preſſing thoſe of the States 
to adjuſt the groſs inequalicies of the Barrier- treaty, 


ſince nothing was more uſual or agreeable to rea- 
ſon than for princes, who find themſelvee aggrie- 


ved by prejudicial contracts, to expect they ſhould 
be modified and explained. And ſince it now ap- 


peared by votes in the houſe of commons, that the 
ſenſe of the nation agreed with what her majeſty 


deſired, if the Dutch miniſters would not be brought 


to any moderate terms upon this demand, their 


lordſhips were directed to improve and amend the 


particular conceſſions made to Britain by France. 
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and form them into a treaty ; for the queen was 
determined never to allow the States any ſhare in 
the Aſſiento, Gibraltar, and Port- Mabon; nor 


could think it reaſonable, that they ſhould be upon 


an equal foot with her in the trade of Spain, to 
the conqueſt whereof they had contributed ſo little. 
Nor was the conduct of the imperial miniſter at 
this time leſs perplexing than that of the States, 
both thoſe powers appearing fully bent, either up- 
on breaking off the negociation, or upon forcing 
from the queen thoſe advantages ſhe expected by 
it for her own kingdoms. Her majeſty therefore 
thought fit, about the beginning of March, to 
_ ſend Mr. Thomas Harley, a near relation of the 
treaſurer's, to Utrecht, fully informed of her mind, 
which he was directed to communicate to the . 
: potentiaries of Britain. 
Mr. Harley ſtopped in his way to Ur echt at the 
Hague, and there told the penſionary, „That no- 
thing had happened lately in England but what 
cc was long ago foretold him, as well as the other 
& miniſters of the allies : That the proceedings 
& of the houſe of commons, particularly about the 
_« Barrier-treaty, muſt chiefly be aſcribed to the 
sc manner in which the queen and the nation had 
e been treated by Monſ. Bothmar, count Gallas, 
„ Buys, and other foreign miniſters: That, if 
'the States would yet enter into a ſtrict union 
« with the queen, give her ſatisfaction in the ſaid 
ce treaty, and join in concert with her plenipoten- 
8 tiaries at Utrecht, a ſafe and advantageous peace 
ce might 
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$6 e might be obtained for the whole alliance; other- 


„ wiſe her majeſty muſt ſave her own country, and 
join with ſuch of her allies as would youn with 


© her. 


« As to the war, that the nut of the allies, 
te and their oppoſition to the queen, by private in- 
& trigues carried on among her own ſubjects, as 
„well as by open remonſtrances, had made the 
* houſe of commons take that matter out of the 
„hands of the miniſters. 

Laſtly, that, in caſe the preſent treaty were 
c broken off by the Dutch refuſing to comply, 
“ her majeſty thought it reaſonable to infiſt, that 
ce ſome cautionary places be put into her hands as 
« pledg ges, that no other negociation ſhould be enter- 
ec ed into by the States General, without her parti- 


: & cipation.“ 


Mr. Harley's inſtruckions to - the queen? $ 91600. 


: potentiaries were, „That they ſhould preſs thoſe 


of France to open themſelves as far as poſſible, 


in concerting ſuch a plan of a general peace, as 


0 might give! reaſonable ſatisfaction to all the con- 


0 federates, and ſuch as her parliament would ap- 
* prove: That the people of England believed 


&« France would conſent to ſuch a plan; 3 wherein 


ce if they found themſelves deceived, they? would be 


« as eager for proſecuting the war as ever,” 


Their lordfhips were to declare openly to the 5 


Dutch, „ That no extremity ſhould make her 


bs * majeſty depart from tt to have the Aſſien- 


* to | 
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& to for her own ſubjects, and to keep Gibraltar 
and Port- Mahon; but, if the States would agree 
“ with her upon theſe three heads, ſhe would be 
c content to reduce the trade of Spain and the 
Meſi- Indies to the condition it was in under the 
5: late Catholic king Charles ==. 5 
The French were farther to be preſſed, 6e That 
c the pretender ſhould be immediately ſent aut of 
© that kingdom; and that the moſt effectual me- 
““ thod ſhould be taken, for preventing. as union 
of France and Spain under one prince.“ 
About this time her majeſty's miniſters, and 
thoſe of the allies at Utrech?, delivered in the ſeveral 
poſtulata, or demands of their maſters to the French 
plenipotentiaries, which having been ſince made 
public, and all of them, except thoſe of Britain, 
very much varying in the courſe of the negociati- 
on, the reader would be but ill entertained with a 
_ tranſcript of them here. 
D pon intelligence of the laſt dauphin- 8 death, 
the father, ſon, and grandſon, all of that title, dy- 
ing within the compaſs of a year, Monſ. Gaultier 


went to France with letters to the marquiſs of Torcy, 


to propoſe her majeſty's expedient for preventing 
the union of that kingdom with Spain; which, as 
it was the moſt important article to be ſettled, in 
order to ſecure peace for Europe, ſo it was a point 
that required to be ſpeedily adjuſted, under the pre- 
| ſent circumſtances and ſituation of the Bourbon fa- 
mily, there being only left a child of two years old 
ä | | „ 
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to ſtand between the duke of Anjou and his ſucceed- 
ing to the crown of France. 


Her majeſty likewiſe preſſed France by the ſame 


diſpatches, to ſend full inſtructions to their pleni- 
potentiaries, empowering them to offer to the allies 
ſuch a plan of peace, as might give reaſonable ſatis- 


faction to all her allies. 
The queen's propoſal for preventing an union 


: between France and Spain was, that Philip ſhould 
formally renounce the kid gdom of France for him 


« ſelf and his poſterity; and that this renunciatian | 


© ſhould be confirmed by the courts or ſtates of 
„Spain, who, without queſtion, would heartily 


& concur againſt ſuch an union, by which their 
te country muſt become a province to France,” In 


like manner, the French princes of the blood were 
ſeverally to renounce all title to Spar. 


The French raiſed many difficulties | upon ſeveral : 
particulars of this expedient; but the Queen per- 
liſted to refuſe any plan of peace before this weighty | 
point were ſettled in the manner ihe propoſed, 
which was afterwards ſubmitted to, as in proper 


| place we ſhall obſerve, In the mean time, the 
negociation at Utrecht proceeded with a very flow 
pace; the Dutch interpoſing all obſtructions they 
could contrive, refuſing to come to any reaſonable _ 


temper upon the Barrier-treaty, or to offer a plan, 


in concert with the queen, for a general peace. 


Nothing leſs would ſatisfy them, than the partaking 


in thoſe advantages we had ſtipulated for ourſelves, 
” and which did no ways int er fore with their trade 
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or ſecurity, They Rill expected ſome turn in Zng- 
land; their friends on this fide had ventured to aſ- 
ſure them, that the queen could not live many 
months, which, indeed, from the bad ſtate of her 
majeſty's health, was reaſonable to e vet, The 
Britiſb plenipotentiaries daily diſcovercd new endea- 
vours of Holland to treat privately with France; 
and, laſtly, thoſe among the States, who deſired 
the war ſhould continue, ſtrove to gain time, until 
the campaign ſhould open; and by reſolving to 
enter into action with the firſt opportunity, render 
all things deſperate, and break up the congreſs. 
This ſcheme did exactly fall in with prince 
Eugene s diſpoſitions, whom the States had choſen 
for their general, and of whoſe conduct, in this con- 
juncture, the queen had too much reaſon to be jea- 
lous; but her majeſty, who was reſolved to do her 
utmoſt towards putting a good and ſpeedy end to 
this war, having placed the duke of Ormond at the 
head of her forces in Flanders, whither he was now 


arrived, directed him to keep all the troops in | 


Britiſh pay, whether ſubjects or foreigners, imme- 
diately under his own command; and to be cauti- 
ous, for a while, in engaging in any action of im- 
portance, unleſs upon a very apparent advantage. 

At the ſame time the queen determined to make one 
thorough trial of the diſpoſition of the States, by 
_ allowing them the utmoſt conceſſions that could 
any way ſuit either with her ſafety or honour, She 
therefore directed her miniſters at Utrecht, to tel! 
we Dutch, « That, in n order to ſhew how deſirous 


_ ſhe 


« tent to reduce that trade to the ſtate in which it 


« was under the late king of Spain. She would 
oe accept of any tolerable ſoftening of theſe words 


c jn the ſeventh article of the Barrier-treaty, 


« where it is ſaid, the States ſhall have power, in 
« cafe of an apparent attack, to put as many 
60 troops as they pleaſe into all the places of the 
„Netherlands, without ſpecifyi ing an attack from 
© the ſide of France, as ought to have been done; 
„ gtherwiſe, the queen might juſtly think they were 


<« preparing themſelves for a rupture with Britain. 


Her majeſty likewiſe conſented, that the States 
“ ſhould keep Nieuport, Dendermond, and the caf- 
© tle of Ghent, as an addition to their barrier, al- 


ce though ſhe were ſenſible how i inj urious thoſe con- 


5 ceſſions would be to the trade of her ſubjects ; 
and would wave the demand of Oftend being de- 
< livered into her hands, which ſhe might with 
“ juſtice inſiſt on. In return of all this, that the 
queen only deſired the miniſters of the States 
« would enter into a cloſe correſpondence with 
e her's, and ſettle between them ſome plan of 
a general peace, which might give reaſon- 
ce able content to all her allies, and which her ma- 


e jeſty would endeavour to bring France to con- 


s ſent to. She deſired the trade of her kingdoms _ 
be to the Netherlands, and to > the towns of thoirk bar- 
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ce ſhe was to live in perfect amity with that repub- 
« lick, ſhe would reſign up the fifteen per cent. ad- 
* vantage upon Engliſh goods ſent to the Spaniſh 


« dominions, which the French king had offered 
< her by a power from his grandſon, and be con- 
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<« rier, might be upon as good a foot as it was be- 
e fore the war began: That the Dutch would not 


& infiſt to have ſhare in the Aſſiento, to which 


<« they had not the leaſt pretenſions; and that they 
would no longer encourage the intrigues of a fac- 


<« tion againſt her government. Her majeſty af- 


e ſyred them in plain terms, that her own future 
© meaſures, and the conduct of her plenipotentia- 
* rjes, ſhould be wholly governed by their beha- 
©« viour in theſe points 3 - and that her offers were 


c only conditional, in caſe of their compliance with 
« what ſhe deſired.” | 


But all theſe proofs of the queen” s kindneſs and 


ſincerity could not avail, The Dutch miniſters 
pleaded, they had no power to concert the plan 


of general peace with thoſe of Britain: how- 


ever, they aſſured the latter, that the Aſſiento was 
the only difficulty which ſtuck with their maſters. 
Whereupon, at their deſire, a contract for that 
traffick was twice read to them; after which they 
appeared very well ſatisfied, and ſaid they would 


go to the Hague for further inſtructions, Thither 


* they went, and, after a week's abſence, returned 
the ſame 3 „That they had no power to 
“ ſettle a ſcheme of peace; but could only diſcourſe 
4 of it, WOE the difficulties of the Barrier- treaty 


« wereover.” And Monſ, Buys took a Journey to 


5 ee on 5 to ſtir up that city, where 


he was penſionary, againſt yielding the Aſſiento to 
Britain; but was unſucceſsful | in his negociation 3 


the 
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the point being yielded up there, and in moſt other 
towns in Holland. 


It will have an odd ſound in hiſtory, and appear 
hardly credible, that, in ſeveral petty republicks 


of {ſingle towns, which make up the States Gene- 


ral, it ſhould be formally debated, whether the 
queen of Great Britain, who preſerved the com- 
monwealth at the charge of ſo many millions, 


ſhould be ſuffered to enjoy, after a peace, the li- 


berty granted her by Spain of ſelling African ſlaves 
in the Spaniſh dominions of America / But there 


was a prevailing faction at the Hague, violently 
bent againſt any peace, where the queen muſt act 
that part which they had intended for themſelves. 


| Theſe politicians, who held conſtant correſpon- 
dence with their old dejected friends in England, £ 
were daily fed with the vain hopes of the queen's | 
death, or the party's reſtoration, They likewiſe | 
endeavoured to ſpin out the time, till prince Fugene's 
activity had puſhed on ſome great event, which 
might govern or perplex the conditions of peace. 
Therefore the Dutch plenipotentiaries, who pro- 
ceeded by the inſtructions of thoſe miſtaken patri- 


ots, acted in every point with a ſpirit of litigiouſneſs, 


than which nothing could give greater advantage 


to the enemy; a ſtrict union between the allies, but 


eſpecially Britain and Holland, being doubtleſs the 
only means for procuring ſafe oy wenchrinte terms 


from France. 
But neither was this the worſt; for the queen 


received undoubted intelligence from Utrecht, that 
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the Dutch were again attempting a ſeparate corre. 
ſpondence with France, And by letters, intercept- 


ed, here, from Vienna, it was found, that the im- 


perial court, whoſe miniſters were in the utmoſ? 
confidence with thoſe of Holland, expreſſed the 


moſt furious rage againſt her majeſty, for the ſtep: 


ſhe had taken to advance a peace, 

This unjuftifiable treatment the queen could 
not digeſt from an ally, upon whom ſhe had con- 
| ferred ſo many ſignal obligations, whom ſhe had 
uſed with ſo much indulgence and ſincerity during 
the whole courſe of the Negociation, a and had fo of 
ten invited to go along with her in every motion 
towards a peace. She apprehended likewiſe, that 
the negociation might be taken out of her hands, if 


France could be n of eaſter conditions in Hel. 


land, or might think that Britain wanted power to 
influence the whole confederacy. She reſolved, there- 
fore, on this occaſion, to exert herſelf with vigour, 
ſteadineſs, and diſpatch ; and, in the beginning of 
May, ſent her commands to the earl of Straffird 


to repair immediately to England, in order to con- 


ſult with her miniſters what was proper to be done. 


The propoſal above mentioned, for preventing 


the union of France and Spain, met with many Cif- 
ficulties; Monſ. de Torcy raiſing objections againſt 
ſeveral parts of it. But the queen refuſed to proceed 
any farther with France, until this weighty point 
were fully ſettled to her ſatisfaction; after which, 
ſhe promiſed to grant a ſuſpenſion of arms, provi- 
_. ded the town and citadel of Duniirt might be de- 

os, 4 Ee  livered 


tion of arms. 
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livered as a pledge into her hands : and propoſed 


that {pres might be ſurrendered to the Dutch, if 
they would conſent to come into the ſuſpenſion. 
France abſolutely refuſed the latter ; and the States 

General having acted in perpetual contradiction to 
her majeſty, ſhe preſſed that matter no farther ; be- 
cauſe ſhe doubted they would not agree to a ceſſa- 
However, ſhe reſolved to put a ſpee- 

dy end, or at leaſt intermiſſion, to her own ſhare in | 
the war : and the French having declared themſelves 
ready to agree to her expedients for preventing the 
union of the two crowns, and conſented to the de- 


livery of Dunkirk; poſitive orders were ſent to the 


duke of Ormond to avoid engaging in any battle or 
ſiege, until he had further inſtructions ; but he 
was directed to conceal his orders, and to find the 

beſt excuſes he could, if wy prefling occaſion ſhould 


offer. 


The reaſons for this unuſual proceeding, 0 | 
made a mighty noiſe, were of ſufficient weight to 
juſtify it; for, purſuant to the agreement made 
between us and France, a courier was then diſpatch- 


ed from Fontainbleau to Madrid, with the offer of 


an alternative to Philip, either of reſigning Spain 
immediately to the duke of Savoy, upon the hopes 
of ſucceeding to France, and ſome preſent advan- 
tage, which, not having been accepted, is need- 


leſs to dilate on; or of adhering to Spain, and re- 
nouncing all future claim to France for himſelf and 
his poſterity. 


Un 


_Qs 
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Until it could be known which part Phillip 
would accept, the queen would not take poſſeſſion 


cf Dunkirk, nor ſuffer an armiſtice to be declared. 
But, however, ſince the moſt Chriſtian king had 


agreed that his grandſon ſhould be forced, in caſe 


of a refuſal, to make his choice immediately, her 
majeſty could not endure to think, that perhaps 
ſome thouſands of lives of her own ſubjects and 
allies might be ſacrifiſed, without neceſſity, if an 
e the ſhould be found or ſought for hghting a 
battle; which, ſhe very well knew, prince Eugen. 
would eagerly attempt, and put all into confuſion, 
to gratify his own ambition, the enemy of his new 
_ maſters the Dutch, and the rage of his court. 

But the duke of Ormend, who, with every 
other quality that can accompliſh or adorn a great 
man, ipherits all the valour and loyalty of his an- 
ceſtors, found it very difficult to acquit himſelf of 
his commiſſion ; for prince Eugene, and all the 
field-deputies of the States, had begun already to 
talk either of -attacking the enemy, or beſieging 
Dueſney, the confederate army being now all joined 
by the troops they expected; and accordingly, 
about three days after the duke had received thoſe 
orders from court, it was propoſed to his grace, at 
a meeting with the prince and deputies, that the 
French army ſhould be attacked, their camp hav- 
Ing been viewed, and a great opportunity offering 
to do it with ſucceſs : for the marechal de Villar, 
u ho had notice ſent him by Monſ. de Torcy of 
What was 5 pallipgs 3 and had ignified the fame by a 


—trumpet | 
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trumpet to the duke, ſhewed leſs vigilance than 
was uſual to that general, taking no precautions 
to ſecure his camp, or obſerve the motions of the 
allies, probably on purpoſe to provoke them; the 
duke ſaid, T hat the earl of Strafford's ſudden de- 
&« parture for England made him believe there was 
„ ſomething of conſequence now tranſacting, 


* which would be known in four or five days; Sad 
therefore deſired they would defer this or any 
„ other undertaking, until he could receive freſh 
© letters from England.” 


| Whereupon the prince 
and deputies immediately told the duke, „That 
ce they looked for ſuch an anſwer as he had given 
« them : That they had ſuſpected our ane 
« for ſome time, and their ſuſpicions were confirm- 
cc ed by the expreſs his grace had ſo lately received, 

&« as well as by the negligence of Monſ. Villars.” 

They appeared extremly diſſatisfied ; and the de— 
puties told the duke, that they would immediately 
ſend an account of his anſwer to their maſters, 
which they accordingly did; and ſoon after, by or- 


der from the States, wrote him an expoſtulating . 


letter, ina ſtyle leſs reſpectful than became them; 
deſiring him, among other things, to explain him- 

ſelf, whether he had poſitive orders not to fight the 
French; and afterwards told him, They were 

e ſure he had ſuch orders; otherwiſe he could not 
«* anſwer what he had done.” But the duke ſlill wa- 
ved the queſtion, ſaying, “ he would be glad to 
“have letters from England, before he entered upon 
* action, and that he expected them daily.“ 


Q 3 Upon 
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Upon this incident, the miniſters and generals 
of the allies immediately took the alarm, venting 
their fury in very violent expreſſions againſt the 
queen, and thoſe ſhe employed in her counſels : 
ſaid, they were betrayed by Britain, and aſſumed 
the countenance of thoſe who think they have re- 
ceived an injury, and were diſpoſed to return it. 

The duke of Ormond's army conſiſted of eigh- 
teen thouſand of her majeſty's ſubjects, and about 
thirty thouſand hired from other princes, either 
wholly by the queen, or jointly by her and the 
States. The duke immediately informed the court 
of the diſpoſitions he found among the foreign ge— 

nerals upon this occaſion ; and that, upon an exi- 
gency, he could only depend on the Britifh troops 
adhering to him; thoſe of Hanover having already 
determined to deſert to the Dutch, and tempted the 
Danes to do the like; and that he had reaſon to ſup- 
pole the ſame of the reſt. 

Upon the news arriving at Utr echt, that the duke 
of Ormond had refuſed to engage in any action 
| againſt the enemy, the Dutch miniſters there went 
immediately to make their complaints to the lord 
privy-ſeal ; aggravating the ſtrangeneſs of this pro- 
ceeding, together with the conſequence of it, in 
the loſs of a moſt favourable opportunity for ruin- 
ing the French army, and the diſcontent it muſt 
needs create in the whole body of the confederates ; 
adding, how hard it was that they ſhould be kept 
in the dark, and have no communication of what 


was done in a point which ſo nearly concern 
wwe Sn 


- 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 23r 


them. They concluded, that the duke muſt needs 


have acted by orders; and defired his lordſhip to 
write, both to court and 0 his grace, what they 


had now faid. 

The biſhop anſwered, 1 That he . 
« of this fact, but what they had told him; and 
therefore was not prepared with a reply to their 
« repreſentations : only, in general, he could 


venture to ſay, that this caſe appeared very like 


« the conduct of their field-deputies upon former 
< occaſions : That, if ſuch orders were given, 
they were certainly built upon very juſtifiable 


6% foundations, and would ſoon be fo explained as 


« to convince the States, and all the world, that 
the common intereſt would be better provided 
for another way, than by a battle or ſiege: 


« That the want of communication, which they 
« complained of, could not make the States ſo 


©« uneaſy as their declining to receive it had made 
the queen, who had uſed her utmoſt endeavours 
© to perſuade them to concur with her in concert- 


« ing every ſtep towards a general peace, and ſet- 


E 55 tling ſuch a plan as both ſides might approve 
6 ad. adhere to; but, to this day, the States had 


ic not thought fit to accept thoſe offers, or to au- 


© thoriſe any of their miniſters to treat with her 
majeſty's plenipotentiaries upon that affair, al- 
« though they had been preſſed to it ever ſince the 
ee negociation began: That his lordſhip, to ſnew 
. that he did not ſpeak his private ſenſe alone, took 
«6 this opportunity to execute the orders he had re- 
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« ceived the evening before, by declaring to them, 
< that all her majeſty's offers for adjuſting the dit- 
„ ferences between her and the States were found- 
* ed upon this expreſs condition, That they ſhould 
* come immediately into the queen's meaſures, 
© and act openly and ſincerely with her; and that, 
from their conduct, ſo directly contrary, ſhe 
© now looked upon herſelf to be under no obliga- 
£ tion to them.” 

Monſ. Buys and his 1 were ſtunned 
with this declaration, made to them at a time 
when they pretended to think the right of com- 


plaining to be on their ſide, and had come to the 


biſhop upon that errand. But, after their ſurpriſe 
Was abated, and Buys's long reaſonings at an end, 
they began to think how matters might be retrie- 
ved; and were of opinion, that the States ſhould 
immediately diſpatch a miniſter to England, unleſs 
his lordſhip were empowered to treat with them; 
which, without new commands, he ſaid he was 
not. They afterwards deſired to know of the 
- biſhop, what the meaning was of the laſt words 


in his declaration, That her majeſty looked 


upon herſelf to be under no obligation to them.“ 
He told them his opinion, That, as the queen 
was bound by treaty to concert with the States 
| © the conditions of a peace, ſo, upon their declin- 
e ing the concert ſo frequently offered, ſhe was ac- 
* quitted of that obligation: but that he verily be- 
<« lieved, whatever meaſures her majeſty ſhould 
«6 take, ſhe would W ane have a friendly regard to 
| HE as _ — the 


* 


„„ 
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cc the intereſt of their commonivealth ; - and that as 


ce their unkindneſs had been very unexpected and 


* diſagreeable to her majaly, ſo their . 
of would be equally pleaſing.” 


J have been the more circumſtantial in relating 


| this affair, becauſe it furniſhed abundance of diſ 
courſe, and gave riſe to many wild conjectures and 


miſrepreſentations, as well here as in Holland, eſpe- 


_ cially that part which concerned the duke of Or- 
mond; for the angry faction in the houſe of com- 
mons, upon the firſt intelligence that the duke 


had declined to act offenſively. againſt France, in 


concurrence” with the allies, moves for an addreſs, 
wherein the queen ſhould be informed of ** the deep 
concern of her commons for the dangerous con- 


e ſequences to the common cauſe, which muſt ariſe 
© from this proceeding of her general; and to be- 
c ſcech her, that ſpeedy inſtructions might be given 


to the duke to proſecute the war with vigour, 


h in order to quiet the minds of | her people, Se. 5 


But a great majority was againſt this motion, 
and a reſolution drawn up and preſented. to the 
queen by the whole houſe of a quite contrary tenour, 


© That they had an inyre confidence in her maje- 


* fly's moſt gracious promiſe, to communicate to 
her parliament the terms of the peace, before the 
« {me ſhould be concluded; and that they would 
„ ſupport her majeſty, in obtaining an honourable 
d and ſafe peace, againſt all ſuch perſons, either at 
home or abroad, wha have endeavoured | or * ſhall | 
DE ws endeavour to obſtruct the lame.“ 
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The courier ſent with the alternative to Spain 
was now returned, with an account that Philip 
had choſen to renounce France for himſelf and his 
poſterity; whereof the queen having received no- 
tice, her majeſty, upon the 6th of Fund, in a long 
ſpeech to both houſes of parliament, laid before : 
them the terms of a general peace, ſtipulated be- 
tween her and France. This ſpeech, being the 
plan whereby both France and the allies have been 
| obliged to proceed in the ſubſequent courſe of the 
_ treaty, I ſhall deſire the reader's leave to inſert it at 
length, although I believe it hath been eo 2 in 
moſt hands: 


« « My lords and gentlemen, 


« The making peace and war is the andoubted 


* prerogative of the crown; yet ſuch is the juſt 
* confidence I place in you, that, at the opening of 
this ſeſſion, I acquainted you that a negocia- 
 < tion for a general peace was begun; and after- 
& wards, by meſſages, I promiſed to communi- 
„ cate to you the terms of peace, before che ſame 

8 ſhould be concluded. 5 a 
& In purſuance of that promiſe, I now come to 
let you know upon what terms a general peace 

% may be made, ED 
I need not mention the difficulties which iſe 
from the very nature of this affair; and it is 
“ but too apparent, that theſe difficulties have been 
» increaſed by other obſtructions, artfully con- 
466 trived to > hinder this great and good work. 

5 "66 Nothing, 
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% Nothing, however, has moved me from 
cc ſteadily parfaing g, in the firſt place, the true in- 
« tereſts of my own kingdoms; and I have not 
omitted any thing, which might procure to all 


_ $f our allies what is due to them by treaties, and 
„ what is. neceſſary for their ſecurity. 


The aſſuring of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion,” as 
& by law eſtabliſhed in the houſe of Hanover, to 


< theſe kingdoms, being what I have neareſt at 
0 heart, particular care is taken not only to have 
that acknowledged in the ſtrongeſt terms, but to 


66 have an Aae ſecurity, by: the removal of 
ce that perſon out of the dominions of France, who 


„ has pretended to diſturb this ſettlement. 


„ The apprehenſion that Spain and the 2 
c Indies might be united to France, was the chief 


0 inducement to begin this war ; and the effectual 
preventing of ſuch an union was the principle 
„ laid down at the commencement of this treaty: 
former examples, and the late negociations, ſuf- 
© ficiently ſhew how difficult i it is to find means to 
* accompliſh this work, I would not content 
5 T my felt with ſuch as are ſpe culative, or depend 
on treaties only: I inſiſted on what was ſolid, 


and to have at hand the power of executing ol 


"IEP what ſhould be agreed. 
„can e now tell you, that France at 
; « laſt is brought to offer, that the duke of Anjoe 
e ſhall, for himſelf and his deſcendants, renounce _ 

for ever all claim to the crown of France - and 
2 that this important article may be expoſed to no 


% hazard, 
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© hazard, the performance is to accompany the 
© promile. | : 


At the ſame time, the ſucceſſion to the crown 1 
& of France is to be declared, after the death of the 
« preſent dauphin and his ſons, to be in the duke 
&« of Berry and his ſons, in the duke of Orleans and 
4 his ſons, and ſo « on to the reſt of the houſe of 

« Bourbon. 1 ö 
As to Spain and the Indies, the e to 
4 thoſe dominions, after the duke of Anſcu and his 
children, is to deſcend to ſuch prince as ſhall be 
« agreed upon at the treaty, for ever excluding the 
ce reſt of the houſe of Bourbon. | 
For confirming the renunciations and ſettle- 
« ments belotecmentioned,” 'tis further offered, 
e that they ſhould be #atified in the moſt g 
«© and ſolemn manner, both in France and Spain; 
and that thoſe kingdoms, as well as all the other 
© powers engaged in the preſent war, ſhall be 
guarantees to the ſame, _ 
f The nature of this propoſal i is ſuch, thar it 
« executes itſelf : the intereſt of Spain is to ſup= _ 
e port it; and in France, the perſons to whom 
« that ſucceſſion is to belong, will be ready and 
powerful enough to vindicate their own right. 
France and Spain are now more effectually di- 
„ vided than ever. And thus, by the bleſſing of 
„God, will a real balance of power be fixed in 
Europe, and remain liable to as few accidents as 
„ humaa affairs can be exempted from. 1 
VV „ A treaty 
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1 treaty of commerce between theſe king- 
„ doms and France has been entered upon; but 


*« the exceſſive duties laid on ſome goods, and the 


<« prohibitions of others, make it impoſſible to 
„ finiſa this work ſo ſoon as were to be deſired. 
Care is however taken to eſtabliſh a method of 
« ſettling this matter; and in the mean time pro- 
* vition is made, that the ſame privileges and ad- 
e yantages, as ſhall be granted to any other nation 
« by France, ſhall. be granted. in like manner to 
& 116, 
% The divition of the iſland of St. Chri FEI 
© between us and the French, having been the 
„ cauſe of great inconveniency and damage to my 


« ſubjects, I have demanded to have an abſolute _ 


„e ceffion made to me of the whole iſland; 3 and | 
France agrees to this demand. 
„ CQur intereſt is ſo deeply concerned in the 


cc trade of North America, that I have uſed my 


e utmoſt endeavours to adjuſt that article in the 
„ moſt beneficial manner. France conſents to reſtore 

« to us the whole bay and ſtreights of Hudſon, to 
. deliver up the iſland of Newfoundland, with Pla- 
c centia; and to make an abſolute ceſſion of An 
* napelis, with the reſt of Nova Scotia, or Accadie - 
&« the ſafety of our home trade will be better pro- 
« vided for, by the demolition of Dunkirk, _ 
Our Mediterranean trade, and the Britiſh in- 
sa tereſt and influence in thoſe parts, will be ſe=- 
6 cured by. the Tung of Gibraltar and Port- 
| le BG * Makes, 1 8 


238 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 
« Mahon, with the whole iſland of Minorca, 
« which are offered to remain in my hands. 


The trade to Spain and the W772 Indies may 
ce jn general be ſettled as it was in the time of the 


late king of Spain, Charles the Second, and a 


<& particular proviſion be made, that all advantages, 


rights, or privileges, which have been granted, 


or may hereafter be granted, by Spain to any 


other nation, ſhall be in like manner granted to 
d the ſubjects of Great Britain. 


„But, the part which we have borne i in the 8 


<« proſecution of this war, intitling us to ſome diſ- 
c tinction in the terms of peace, I have inſiſted, 


£ and obtained, that the Aſſiento, or contract for 


« furniſhing the Spanih Weſt Indies with Negroes, 
«© ſhall be ads with us for the term of thirty 


years, in the ſame manner as it has been enjoyed 


by the French for ten years paſt. 
< have not taken upon me to determine the 


6 jntereſts of our confederates ; theſe muſt be ad- 
4 juſted i in the congreſs at Utrecht, where my beſt 
. endeavours ſhall be employed, as they have 


„ hitherto conſtantly been, to procure to every 
% one of them all juſt and reaſonable iatisfaction. 


 «& Jn the mean time, I think it proper to acquaint 
you, that France offers to make the Rhine the 


barrier of the empire; to yield Briſach, the fort 


of Kehl, and Landau, and to raſe all the fortrefles, 
«c both on the other hide of the Rhine and in that 


& xjver. 


« As to the Proteſtant intereſt in Germany, there 


« will be on the part of France no objection to the 
te re-ſettling thereof, on the toot of the 5 of 


« We -/iphalia. 


4 The Spanifh Low Countries may go to te 


© imperial majeſty: the kingdoms of Naples and 
« Sardinia, the dutchy of Milan, and the places 
©& belonging to Spain on the coaſt of Tuſcany, may 
<« likewiſe be yielded by the treaty of Joe. to the 
* ne 5 


As to the kingdom of Sicih, hoogh there re- 


mains no diſpute concerning the ceſſion of it by 
<* the duke of Anjou, yet the RG thereof | is 
* not yet determined. 

The intereſts of the States General, 44 re- 


c ſpect to commerce, are agreed to, as they have 
© been demanded by their own minifters, with the 
6c exception only of ſome very ſew ſpecies of mer 


* chandize : and the intire barrier, as demanded 


« by the States in 1709 from France, except two 


4c or three places at moſt, 
« As to theſe exceptions, ſeveral expedients : are 


«5 propoſed ; ; and I make no doubt but this barrier 


may beſo ſettled, as to render that republick 


& perfectly ſecure againſt any enterpriſe on the part 


of France; which is the foundation of all my 
ce engagements upon this head with the States. 


„The demands of Portugal depending on the 
& diſpoſition of Spain, and that article having been 
long in diſpute, it has not been yet poſſible to 


be make any con ſiderable progreſs therein; but my 


3 pleni- 
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ce plenipotentiaries will now have an opportunity 


c to aſſiſt that king in his pretenſions. 
„ Thoſe of the king of Pruſſia are ſuch as, I 


hope, will admit of little difficulty on the part of 
France; and my utmoſt endeavours ſhall not be 
* wanting to procure all Iam able to ſo good an 


T ally. 


0 The difference between che barrier 8 
cc for the duke of Savoy in 1709, and the offers 
now made by France, is very inconſiderable: but 
e that prince having ſo ſignally diſtinguiſhed him- 
cc ſelf in the ſervice of the common cauſe, I am en- 


66 deavouring to procure for him ſtill farther advan- 
ce tages. 


„France has tack, that the elector Palatine 
ec ſhall continue his preſent rank among the elec- 
tors, and remain in Fee of the Upper Pala- 


$6: finate. 


« The electoral a dignity 3 Is likewiſe 3 


4 f in the houſe of Hanover, according to the arti- 


cle inſerted, at that , 1 1 in my de- : 


c mands. 


And as to the i of the allies, I make no 
c doubt of being able to ſecure their ſeveral in- 


66 tereſts. 


806 My lords and gentlemen, 


© I have now communicated to you, not only 
« the terms of peace, which may, by the future 
— treaty, be obtained for my on ſubjects ; but 

mh + likewiſe 


ce likewiſe the propoſals of France, for ſatisfying 
ce our allies, 

« The former are ſuch as I have reaſon to ex- 
e pect, to make my people ſome amends for that 


„great and unequal burden which they have lain 


e under, through the whole courſe of this war; 
and I am willing to hope, that none of our con- 
<« federates, and eſpecially thoſe to whom fo great 


« acccſhons of dominion and power are to accrue 
by this peace, will envy Britain her ſhare i in the 


ce glory and advantage of it. 
The latter are not yet ſo perfectly adjuſted, 


as a little more time might have rendered them; 


ce but the ſeaſon of the year making it neceſſary to 


put an end to this ſeſſion, I reſolved no longer 


10 to defer communicating theſe matters to you. 
J can make no 5 but you are all fully 


6 perſuaded, that nothing will be neglected on my 
« part, in the progreſs af the negociation, to bring 
the peace to an happy and ſpeedy iſſue; and] 


* depend on your intire confidence in me, and 
your chearful concurrence with me.“ 


The diſcontented party in the houſe of commons, ” 


finding the torrent againſt them not to be ſtemmed, 


fuſpended their oppoſition ; by which means an ad- 


dreſs was voted, nemine contradicente, to acknow- 


ledge her majeſty's condeſcenſion, to expreſs their 
ſatisfaction in what ſhe had already done, and to 
deſire ſhe would pleaſe to proceed with the preſent 


I. e for the obtaining a ſpeedy peace. 
Vor. XV. „ R | 
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ce plenipotentiaries will now have an opportunity 
e to aſſiſt that king in his pretenſions. 

<« Thoſe of the king of Pruſſia are ſuch as, I 


© hope, will admit of little difficulty on the part of 


c. France; and my utmoſt endeavours ſhall not be 


« wanting to procure all I am able to o good an 


cc © ally. 
cc The difference between the barrier Jemandod 


ce for the duke of Savoy in 1709, and the offers 
now made by France, is very inconſiderable: but 
e that prince having ſo ſignally diſtinguiſhed him- 

«ſelf in the ſervice of the common cauſe, I am en- 


c deavouring to procure for him ſtill farther advan- 
© tages. 


« France has conſented, that the elefior Palatine 
c ſhall continue his preſent rank among the elec- 


<< tors, and remain in poſſeſſion of the Upper Pala- 
« tinate. 


The electoral dignity i is likewiſe acknowledged 5 
ce in the houſe of Hanover, according to the arti- 
«cle inſerted, at that Privev's deſire, 1 in my de- 


é mands. 


„ And as to the reſt of the allies. 1 make no 


« doubt of being able to ſecure their ſeveral ! in- 
« tereſts. 


c My lords and gentlemen, 


„I have now communicated to you, not only 
te the terms of peace, which may, by the future 
© treaty, be obtained for my own ſubjects; but 
| < likewiſe | 
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&« likewiſe the propoſals of France, for ſatisfying 
«© our allies, 
« The former are ſuch as I have reaſon to ex- 
e pect, to make my people ſome amends for that 
« great and unequal burden which they have lain 
e under, through the whole courſe of this war; 
„and I am willing to hope, that none of our con- 
« federates, and eſpecially thoſe to whom fo great 
« acceſſions of dominion and power are to accrue 
10 by this peace, will envy Britain her ſhare i in the 
glory and advantage of it, 
„The latter are not yet ſo perfectly adjuſted, 
« as a little more time might have rendered them; 
ce but the ſeaſon of the year making it neceſſary to 
„put an end to this ſeſſion, I reſolved no longer 
* to defer communicating theſe matters to you. 
I can make no doubt but you are all fully 
40 perſuaded, that nothing will be neglected on my 
part, in the progreſs of the negociation, to bring 
te the peace to an happy and ſpeedy iſſue; and I 


depend on your intire confidence in me, and 


your chearful concurrence with me.“ 

The diſcontented party in the houſe of commons, 5 
1 the torrent againſt them not to be ſtemmed, 
ſuſpended their oppoſition ; by which means an ad- 
dreſs was voted, nemine contradicente, to acknow- 
ledge her majeſty's condeſcenſion, to expreſs their 
ſatisfaction in what ſhe had already done, and to 
deſire ſhe would pleaſe to proceed with the preſent 


negociations for the obtaining a f. peedy peace. 
Vor. XV. = i R DS During. 
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During theſe tranſactions at home, the duke of 
Ormond was in a very uneaſy ſituation at the army, 
employed in practiling thoſe arts which perhaps are 
fitter for a ſubtle negociator than a great commander, 
But, as he had always proved his obedience, where 


courage or conduct could be of uſe ; fo the duty he 
; proſelled to his prince, made him ſubmit to conti- 


nue in a ſtate of inactivity at the head of his troops, 
however contrary to his nature, if it were for her 


majeſty's ſervice. He had ſent early notice to the 
miniſters, that he could not depend upon the for- 


eign forces in the queen's pay; and he now found 
ſome attempts were already begun to ſeduce them. 


While the courier was expected from Madrid, 


the duke had orders to inform the marechal de Vil- 
lars of the true ſtate of this affair; that his grace 
would have deciſive orders in three or four days. 
In the mean time, he deſired the marechal would 
not oblige him to come to any action, either to defend 
himſelf, or to join with prince Eugene s army ; which 
he muſt neceſſarily do, if the prince were attacked. 

| When the courier was arrived with the account, 


that Philip had choſen to accept of Spain, her ma- 


jeſty had propoſed to France a ſuſpenſion of arms 


for two months (to be prolonged three or four) be- 


tween the armies now in Flanders, upon the fol- 
!owing conditions: 

3 That, during the e endeavours 

ſhould be uſed for concluding a general peace; 

cor, at leaſt, the article for preventing the union 
9 of Frome and Spain cue be eee exe- 
eee reer ee e „ cuted, 
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ee cuted, by Philip's renouncing France, for himſelf 


« and his poſterity; and the princes of Bourbon, 


ce in like manner, renouncing Spain and that the 


&« town, citadel, and forts of Dunkirh, ſhould be 


ce jmmediately delivered into the queen's hands.“ 


Her majeſty, at the ſame time, endeavoured to get 
Cambray for the Dutch, provided they would come 


into the ſuſpenſion. But this was abſolutely re- 


jected by France; which that court never would 


have ventured to do, if thoſe allies could have been 
prevailed on to have acted with ſincerity and open- 
neſs in concert with her majeſty, as her plenipo- 
tentiaries had always deſired. However, the queen 
promiſed, that, if the States would yield to a ſuſ- 
penſion of arms, they ſhou!d have ſome valuable 
pledge put into their poſſeſſion. | 
But now freſh intelligence daily arrived; both 


from Utrecht and the army, of attempts to make 
the troops in her majeſty's pay deſert her ſervice; _ 
| and a deſign even of ſeizing the Br itihh forces 


Was whiſpered about, and with reafon ſuſpected. 


When the queen's ſpeech was publiſhed in 
| Holland, the lord privy-ſeal told the Dutch mini- 
| ſters at Utrecht, 4 That what her majeſty had laid 
„before her parliament could not, according to 
|< the rules of treaty, be looked on as the utmoſt 
| © of what France would yield in the courſe of a 
5 negociation ; ; but only the utmoſt of what that 


* crown would propoſe, in order to ſorm the plan 


* of a peace: That theſe conditions would cer- 
| *© tain]}y haye been better, if the States had thought 


IT nt 


: - , nm 
* p , — a rt * 
— — — = N 
x 2 : 
— 


. 
_ - =" 2 —. * - - * 
one gens — —— - —_—>—_—— — == 


— 


—— — 


— — —- — ene, „ 


244 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 


« fit to have gone hand in hand with her acl, as 


«+ ſhe had la frequently exhorted them to do: That 


de nothing but the want of harmony among the allics 
< had ſpiri:ed the French to {rand out fo long: 1 hat 
© the queen would do them all the good offices in 
ce her power, if they thought fit to comply ; and did 


not doubt of getting them reaſonable ſatisfaction, 


<« both in relation to their barrier and their trade.” But 
this rea ſoning made no impreſſion: the Dutch mini- 


fiers ſaid, che queen's ſpeech had deprived them ot 


the fruits of Fihe War. 


They were in pain leſt Liſe 


aud Teurnay might be two of the towns to be ex- 


cepted out of their barrier. i he reſt of the allies 
grew angry, by the example of the Dutch. The 
populace i in Holland began to be enflamed : they 
publicly talked, that Britain had betrayed them, 
Sermons were preached in ſeveral towns of their 
piovinces, whether by direction or connivance, 
filled with the higheſt inſtances of diſreſpect to her 
Britannic majeſty, whom they charged as a papiſt, 


and an enemy to their country, The lord privy 


| ſeal himſelf believed ſomething extraordinary was 


in agitation, and that his own perſon was in dan- 


ger from the fury of the people. 55 
It is certain, that the States appeared but a * 
days before very much diſpoſed to comply with 
the meaſures the queen had taken, and would have 
conſented to a general armiſtice, if count Zinzen- 
4%, one of the 5 for the emperor, 
nad nor, by direct orders from his court, employed 
Bunten in owing calcuſics between Britain and 
the 


J 
d 
e 


| ing the war. 


enced ; 
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the States; and at the ſame time made prodigious. 


offers to the latter, as well as to the miniſters of 


Pruffi 24, the Palatinaie, and Hanover, for continu- 
That thoſe three electors, who con- 
tributed nothing, except bodies of men in return 


of pay and ſubſidies, ſhould readily accept the 
propoſals of the emperor, is eaſy to be accounted 


for. What appears hardly credible is, that a grave 


republick, uſually cautious enough in making their 


bargains, ſhould venture to reject the thoughts of 
a peace upon the promiſes of the houſe of Aſtria, 
the little validity whereof they bad ſo long experi- 
and eſpecially when they coutited upon 
loſing the ſupport of Britain, their moſt powerful 


ally ; . but the falſe hopes given them dy their 


friends in England of ſome new change in their 
favour, or an imagination of bringing France 10 
better terms by the appearance of reſolution, added 


to the weakneſs or corruption of fome, who ad- 
miniſtred their affairs, were the true cauſes which 


firſt created, and afterwards inflamed, this untract- 5 
able temper among them. 5 

The Dutch miniſters were wholly ese | 
and ſurpriſed, when the lord privy- ſeal told them, 
* That a ſuſpenſion of arms in the Netherlands 
© would be neceſlary ; ; and that the duke of Or- 
« mond intended very ſoon to declare it after he 
e had taken poſſeſſion of Dunkirk.” 
ſhip endeavoured to convince them, that this inci- 
dent ought rather to be a motive for haſtening the 


But his lord- 
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States into a compliance with her majeſty. He 
likewiſe communicated to the miniſters of the 
allies the offers made by France, as delivered in 
the ſpeech from the throne, which her majeſty 
thought to be ſatisfactory, and hoped their maſters 
would concur with her in bringing the peace to a 
ſpeedy concluſion, wherein each, in particular, 
might be aſſured of her beſt offices for advancing 
their juſt pretenſions. 
In the mean time the duke of Ormnd was direQ- 
cd to ſend a body of troops to take poſſeſſion of Dun- 
tirk, as ſoon as he ſhould have notice from the 
marechal de Villars, that the commandant of the 


cov had received orders from his court to deliver 


it; but the duke foreſaw many difficulties in the 
_ executing of this commiſſion, He could truſt ſuch an 
enterprize to no forces, except thoſe of her maje- 
ſty's own ſubjects. He conſidered the temper of 
the States in this conjuncture, and was loth to di- 
vide a ſmall body of men, upon whoſe faithfulneſs 

alone he could depend, He thought it not pru- 
dent to expoſe them to march through the ene- 
my's country, with whom there was yet neither 
peace nor truce; and he had ſufficient reaſons to 
apprehend, that the Dutch would either not permit 
fuch a detachment to paſs through their towns (as 
themſelves had more than hinted to him) or would 
ſeize them as they paſſed: beſides, the duke bad 
fairly ſignified to marechal de Villars, that he ex- 
pected to be deſerted by all the foreign troops 
in her gen v pay, as ſoon as the armiſtice 
ſhould 
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ſhould be declared; at which the marechal appear- 
ing extremely diſappointed, ſaid, 4 the king his 
&« maſter reckoned, that all the troops under his 


ce prace's command ſhould yield to the ceſſation; 


„and wondered how it ſhould come to paſs, that 
ce thoſe who might be paid for lying ſtill, would ra- 


ther chuſe, after a ten years war, to enter into 


ce the ſervice of new maſters, under whom they 


ce muſt fight on for nothing.” In ſhort, the opi- 


nion of Monſ. Villars was, that this difficulty can- 
celled the promiſe of ſurrendering Dunſtirh; which 
therefore he oppoſed as much as poſſible, in the let- 
ters he writ to his court. 

Upon the duke of Ormond's repreſenting thoſe dif- 
ficulties, the queen altered her meaſures, and or- 
dered forces to be ſent from England to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of Dunkirk, The duke was likewiſe com- 
manded to tell the foreign generals in her majeſty's 
ſervice, how highly ſhe would reſent their deſer- 
tion; after which their maſters muſt give up all 
thoughts of any arrears, either of pay or ſubſidy. 
The lord privy-ſeal ſpoke the ſame language at 
Utrecht, to the ſeveral miniſters of the allies : as 
Mr. ſecretary St. John did to thoſe who reſided 
here; adding, „That the proceeding of the for- 
e eign troops would be looked upon as a declarati- 
te on for or againſt her majeſty: and that, in caſe 
« they deſert her ſervice, ſhe would look on herſelf 
« as juſtified, before God and man, to continue her 
t negociation at recht, or ay other place, whe- 


1 ther the allies concur or not. And particularly 


R 4 the 


— — ] 
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the Dutch were aſſured, ** That, if their maſters 
« ſeduced the forces hired by the queen, they muſt 


cc take the whole pay, arrears, and ſubſidies, on 


< themſelves.” 
The earl of Strafford, preparing about this time 


to return to Utrecht, with inſtructions proper to 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, went firſt to the ar- 
my, and there informed the duke of Ormond of her 
majeſty's intentions, He alſo acquainted the States 
_ Deputies with the queen's uneaſineſs, leſt, by the 
meaſures they were taking, they ſhould drive her 
_ to extremities, which ſhe deſired ſo much to avoid, 


He farther repreſented to them, in the plaineſt 


terms, the provocations her majeſty had received, 
and the grounds and reaſons for her preſent conduct. 


He likewiſe declared to the commanders in chief of 


the foreign troops, in the queen's pay, and in the 
joint pay of Britain and the States, with how much 
ſurprize her majeſty had heard, © That there was 
the leaſt doubt of their obeying the orders of the 
duke of Ormond ; which if they refuſed, her ma- 
| & jeſty would eſteem it not only as an indignity and 
"h$ affront, but as a declaration againſt her; and, 
in ſuch a caſe, they muſt look on themſelves as 
no farther e either to any arrear, or future 
b pay, or ſubſidies,” 


Six regiments, under the command of Mr. Hill, 


were now preparing to embark, in order to take 


poſſeſſion of Dunkirk; and the duke of Ormond, 


upon the firſt intelligence ſent him, that the French 
were re ready to deliver the town, was to declare he 
"7," auld 


by 1 * 1 . . 
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could at no longer againſt France. The queen 


gave notice immediately of her proceedings to the 


States. She let them plainly know, ** That their 
<« perpetual caballing with her faCtious ſubjects, 
© againſt her authority,” had forced her into ſuch 


% meaſures, as otherwiſe ſhe would not have en- 
„ oaged in. However, her majeſty was willing 
« yet to forget all that had paſſed, and to unite 
« with them in the ſtricteſt ties of amity, which 
© ſhe hoped they would now do; fince they could 
< not but be convinced, hy the late dutiſul ad- 
< Jrefſes of both houſes, how far their high mighti= 


ce nefles had been deluded, and drawn in as io ard 
ments to ſerve the turn, and pravity. the paſ- 


© fions, of a diſaffected party: That their op- 


"6k 1 and want of concert with her ma- 


e miniſters, which ſhe had ſo often invited 
e them to, had encouraged France to except towns 


e out of their barrier, which otherwiſe might have 


been yielded: T hat, however, ſhe had not pre- 
« cluded them, or any other ally, from demand- 
ing more; and even her own terms were but 
— 8 conditional, upon ſuppoſition of a general peace 
to enſue: That her majeſty reſolved to act upou 


the plan laid down in her ſpeech.” And ſhe re- 


peated the promiſe of her beſt offices to promote 
the intereſt of the Lenden if they would deal 


b ſincerely with her. 


Some days before the duke of Des had no- 
tice that orders were given for the ſurrender of 
25 2 25 prince Eugene of Savey ſent for the ge- 
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nerals of the allies, and aſked them ſeverally, 
whether, in caſe the armies ſeparated, they would 
march with him, or ſtay with the duke? All of 
them, except two, who commanded but ſmall 
bodies, agreed to join with the prince; who there- 
Upon, about three days after, ſent the duke word, 
that he intended to march the following day (as it 
was ſuppoſed) to beſiege Landrecy. The duke re- 


turned an anſwer, That he was ſurpriſed at the 


7 prince's meſſage, there having been not the leaſt 
60 previous concert with him, nor any mention in 
„the meſſage, which way, or upon what de- 
7 ſign, the march was intended: therefore, that 
ce the duke could not reſolve to march with him ; 
much leſs could the prince expect aſſiſtance _ 
| © from the queen's army, in any deſign undertaken 
d after this manner.“ The duke told this before- 
hand, that he (the prince) might take his mea- 
ſures accordingly, and not attribute to her majeſty's 
general any misfortune that might happen. 
On the 16th of July, N. S. the ſeveral generals 
of the allies joined prince Eugene's army, and be- 
gan their march, after taking leave of the duke 
and the earl of Strafford, whoſe expoſtulations 
could not prevail on them to ſtay ; although the 
latter aſſured them, that the queen had made nei- 
ther peace nor truce with France, and that her 
forces would now be left expoſed to the enemy. 
| The next day after this famous deſertion, the 
duke of Ormond received a letter from Monſ. de 
Villars, with an account, that the town and cita- 
del of Dunkirk ſhould be delivered to Mr. Hill. 
Where- 
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Whereupon a ceſſation of arms was declared, by 
found of trumpet, at the head of the Britiſb army; 
which now conſiſted only of about eighteen thou- 


ſand men, all of her majeſty's ſubjects, except the 


Holſteiners and count Fallifs dragoons. Wich 
this ſmall body of men the general began his march; 


and, purſuant to orders from court, retired towards 


the ſea, in the manner he thought moſt conveni- 2 
eat for the queen's ſervice. When he came as far 
as Flines, be was told by ſome of bis officers, that 
the commandants of Bouchain, Douay, Lifle and 
Tournay, had refuſed them paſſage thro thoſe towns, 


or even liberty of entrance, and ſaid it was by or- 
der of their maſters. The duke immediately recol- 


lected, that, when the deputies firſt heard of his re- 


ſolution to withdraw his troops, they told him, 


they hoped he did not intend to march through any 
of their towns. This made him conclude, that the | 
orders muſt be general, and that his army would 


ccrtainly meet with the ſame treatment which his 


officers had done. He had likewiſe, before the ar- | 
mies ſeparated, received information of ſome deſigns 
that concerned the ſafety, or at leaſt the freedom, 


of his own perſon, and (which he much more va- 


lued) that of thoſe few Brityh troops intruſted to 
his care. No general was ever more truly or deſer- 


vedly beloved by his ſoldiers, who, to a man, were 


prepared to ſacrifiſe their lives in his ſervice ; and 
whoſe reſentments were raiſed. to the utmoſt, by 


the Ingratitude, as 3 they 1 terme 2 of their deſert- 
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Upon theſe provocations, he laid aſide all thoughts 
of returning to Dunkirk, and began to conſider 
how he might perform, in ſo difficult a conjunct- 
ure, ſomething important to the queen, and at the 


| Came time find a ſecure retreat for his forces. He 


formed his plan without communicating it to any 
perſon whatſoever; and the diſpoſition of the army 
being to march towards Warneton, in the way to 


Dunkirk, he gave ſudden orders to lieutenant-ge- . 
neral Cadogan, to change his route, according to 


che military phraſe, and move towards Orchies, a 
town leading directly to Ghent. 


When prince Eugene and the States deputies re- 


ceived news of the duke's motions, they were 
alarmed to the utmoſt degree, and ſent count Naſſau, 
of Mordenburg, to the general's camp near Orchies, 
to excuſe what had been done, and to aſſure his 
grace, that thoſe commandants, who had refuſed 
paſſage to bis officers, had acted wholly without 
orders. Count Hempſech, one of the Dutch ge- 


nerals, came likewiſe to the duke with the ſame 


ſtory; but all this made little impreſſion on the 


general, who held on his march, and on the 23d 
of July, N. S. entered Ghent, where he was re- 


ceived with great ſubmiſſion by the inhabitants, 
and took poſſeſſion of the town, as he likewiſe 


did of Bruges, a few days after. 


The duke of Ormond thought, that, conſidering 
the preſent diſpoſition of the States towards Britain, 
it might be neceliary for the queen to have ſome 


pled po 
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pledge from that republick in her bands, as well as 
from France, by which means her majeſty would 
be impowered to act the part that beſt became her, 


of being mediator at leaſt: that, while Ghent was 


in the queen's hands, no proviſions could paſs the 


Scheld or the Lis without her permiſſion, by Which 
he had it in his power to ſtarve their army. The 
poſſeſſion of theſe towns might likewiſe teach the 


Datch and Imperialiſis, to preſerve a degree of de- 
cency and civility to her med. which both of 
them were upon ſome occaſions too apt to forget 

and beſides, there was already in the town of Ghent, 


a battalion of Britzh troops and a detachment of 


five hundred men in the citadel, together with a 
great quantity of ammunition- ſtores for the ſervice 


of the war, which would certainly have been 


ſeized or embezzled ; ſo that no ſervice could be 
more ſcaſenable or aſefal in the preſent juncture 
than this, which the queen highly approved, and 
left the duke a diſcretionary power to act as he 
thought fit on any future emergency. 

3 Have a little intercepted the order of tim me, 
in relating the duke of Crmond's proceedings, 


who, after having placed a garriſon at Bruges, and 


ſent a ſupply of men and ammunition to Dunkirk, re. 
tired to Ghent, where he continued ſome months, 

till he had leave to return to England. 

Upon the arrival of colonei Difnes at court, 

= with an account that Mr. Hill had taken poſſeſſian 
of Dunkirk, an univerſal joy ſpread over the king- 
dom, this event being looked 03 as the certaig 
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fore- runner of a peace: beſides, the French faith 
was in ſo ill a reputation among us, that many 
perſons, otherwiſe ſanguine enough, could never 
bring themſelyes to believe, that the town would be 
delivered, till certain intelligence came that it was 


actually 1 in our hands, Neither were the miniſters 


themſelves altogether at caſe, or free from ſuſpi— 
cion, whatever cyuntehance they made; for they 


knew very well, that the French king had many 


plauſible reaſons to elude his promiſe, if he found 
cauſe to repent it; one condition of ſurrendering 
Dunkirk being a general armiſtice of all the tro: ps 
in the Br:tifh pay, which her majeſty was not able 
to perform; and upon this failure, the marechal 
de Villars (as we have before related) endeavoured 
to diſſuade his court from accepting the conditi- 


ticns : and in the very interval, while thoſe dif- 


ficulties were adjuſting, the marechal de Huxclles, 


one of the French plenipotentiaries at Utrecht cwhole 


inclinations, as well as thoſe of his colleague Monſ. 
Heſnager, led him to favour the States more than 


Britain) aſſured the lord privy-ſeal, that the Dutch 


were then preſſing to enter into ſeparate meaſures 
with his maſters : and his Jordſhip, in a viſit to ab 


4292 


doe de Polignac, obſerving a perſon to withdraw as 


he entered the abbe's chamber, was told by this 


miniſter, that the perſon he ſaw was one Alcan, 
of Amflerdam, mentioned before, a famous agent 
ar the States witi France, who had been entertain- 


ing bim (the abe) upon the ſame ſubject ; but that 


he 
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he had refuſed to treat with Moleau, without the 
privity of England. 

Mr. Harley, whom we mentioned above to have 
been ſent early in the ſpring to Utrecht, continued 


longer in Holland than was at firſt expected; but, 


having received her majeſty's further inſtructions, 
was about this time arrived at Hanover. It was 
the misfortune of his electoral highneſs, to be very 
ill ſerved by Monſ. Bethmar, his envoy here, who 


aſſſiſted at all the factious meetings of the diſcontented 
party, and deceived his maſter by a falſe repreſenta- 


tion of the kingdom, drawn from the opinion of 
thoſe to whom he confined his converſation, There 
was likewiſe at the elector's court a little Frenchman, 
without any merit or conſequence, called Rabithan, 
who, by the aſſiſtance and encouragement of the laſt 
miniſtry, had inſinuated himſelf into ſome degree 
of that prince's favour, which he uſed in giving 


his maſter the worſt impreſſions he was able, of 


thoſe whom the queen employed in her ſervice; in- 
finuating, that the preſent miniſters were not in the 
intereſt of his highneſs's family; that their view: 
were towards the pretender ; that they were mak- 


ing an unſecure and diſhonourable peace; that. 
the weight of the nation was againſt them; and 
that it was impoſſible for them to preferve. much 


: longer their credit or power, | 

"The earl Rivers had, in the foregoing y yen 
been ſent to Hanover, in order to un Adee e 5 
elector, and remove whatever prejudices might be 


infuſed into his nghneſs againſt ner majeſty's pe 
| ; | | _ceeding: ; 
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ceedings; but it ſhould ſeem, that he had no very 
great ſucceſs in his negociation: for, ſoon after his 
return to England, Mon. Bethmar's memorial ap- 
peared in the manner | have already related, which 
diſcovered the ſentiments of his eleCtoral bigbneſs 
(if they were truly repreſented in that memorial} to 


differ not a little from thoſe of the queen. Mr. 


Harley was therefore directed to take the fiſt op- 


portunity of ſpeaking to the elector in private, to 


ature him, * That, although her majeſty had 


thought herſelf juſtly provoked by the conduct of 


« his miniſter, yet ſuch was her affection for his 


ce kighneſs, and concern for the intereſts of his 


family, that, inſtead of ſhewing the leaſt mark 
« Oo reſentment, ſhe had choſen to ſend him (Mr. 
Har ley) fully inſtructed to open her deſigns, and 
„ ſhew his higbneſs the real intereſt of Britain in 


the preſent conjuncture.“ Mr. Harley was to 
give the elector a true account of what had paſſed 
iu England, during the firſt part of this ſeſſion 


of parliament z to expoſe to his highneſs the 


weakneſs of thoſe with whom his miniſter had 
| conſulted, and under whoſe directions he had 
acted ; to convince him how much lower that fac- 
tion muſt become, when a peace ſhould be con- 


cluded, and when the natural ſtrength of the king- 


dom, difincumbered from the burthen of the war, 
ſhould be at liberty to exert itſelf; to ſhew him 
dow his intereſt in the ſucceſſion was ſacrifiſed to 


that of a party : that his highneſs had been hitherto 


a friend to both ſides; but that the meaſures taken 
5 = | ba 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 257 


by his miniſters, had tended only to ſet him at the 
head of one in oppotition to the other : to explain 
to the elector, how fully the ſafety of Europe was 
provided for by the plan of peace in her majeſty's 


ſpeech ; and how little reaſon thoſe would appear 


to have, who complained the loudeſt of this plan, 


if it were compared either with our engagements to 


them when we began the war, or with their per- 
formances in the courſe of it. 


Upon this occaſion, Mr, Harley was to obſerve | 
to the eleftor, „ That it ſhould rather be 
„wondered at, how the queen had brought France 
© to offer ſo much, than yet to olfer no- more 3 
* becauſe, as ran as ever it appeared that 


© her majeſty would be at the head of this treaty, 


c and that the intereſts of Britain were to be pro- 


&« yided for, ſuch endeavours were uſed to break 
off the negociation, as are hardly to be paralleled ; 


* and the diſunion thereby created among the al- 


e lies, had given more opportunities to the enemy, 


00 of being ſlow in their conceſſions, than any other 
„ meaſures might poſſibly have done: That this 
« want of concert among the allies could not in 


any fort be imputed to the qneen, who had all 


along invited them to it with the greateſt earneſt- 


6e neſs, as the ſureſt means to bring France to rea- 


„ ſon : That ſhe had always, in a particular man- 
„ ner, preſſed the States General to come into the 


« ſtricteſt union with her, and opened to them 


© her intentions with the greateſt freedom; but 
« finding, that, inſtead of concurring with her ma- 


TER... lh 
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c jeſty, they were daily carrying on intrigues to break 
<« oft the negociation, and thereby deprive her of 


the advantages ſhe might juſtly expect from the 


ec enſuing peace, having no other way left, ſhe 
was forced to act with France, as ſhe did, by her- 


* ſelf: That, however, the queen had not taken 


ce upon herſelf to determine the intereſts of the al- 


„lies, who were at liberty of inſiſting en farther 
«© pretenſions, wherein her majeſty would not be 


cc wanting to ſupport them as far as ſhe was able, 


6s and improve the conceſhons already made by 
% France; in which caſe, a good underſtanding 


te and homnny among the confederates would 


"0 " 90 be of the greateſt uſe for making the enemy 


© more tractable and caſy.? Ve. 


I have been more particular in reciting the \ ubſtance 


of Mr. Harley's inſtructions, becauſe it will ſerve 
as a recapitulation of what I have already ſaid upon 


this ſubject, and ſeems to ſet her majeſty” s intenti- 


ons, and proceedings at this time, in the cleareſt 


light. 
Alter the ceſſation of arms declired by che duke 
of Ormond, upon the delivery of Dunkirk, the Bri- 
_ tiſh plenipotentiaries very earneſtly preſſed thoſe of 


Holland to come into a general armiſtice; for, it 
the whole confederacy acted in conjunction, this 
would certainly be the beſt means for bringing the 


common enemy to reaſonable terms of peace: but 
the States, deluded by the boundleſs promiſes 


of count Zindendorf, and the undertaking ta- 


— lent of prince Latente. who dreaded the concluſion 


2 


OE TR OOTY 


LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 259% 


of the war, as the period of his glory, would not 
hear of a ceſſation. The loſs of eighteen thouſand 


Britons was not a diminution of weight in the ba- 
lance of ſuch an ally as the emperor, and ſuch a 


general as the prince. Beſides, they looked upon 


themſeves to be {till ſuperior to France in the field; 
and, although their computation was certainly right 


in point of number, yet, in my opinion, the con- 
cluſion drawn from it was grounded upon a great 
miſtakz. LT have been aſſured by ſeveral perſons of 


our own country, and ſome foreigners of the firſt 
rank, both for {kill and ſtation in arms, that, in 
moſt victories obtained in the preſent war, the Bri- 


| tiſh troops were ever employed in the poſt of dan- 
ger and honour, and uſually began the attack (be- 
ing allowed to be naturally more fearleſs than the 


people of any other country), by which they were 
not only an example of courage to the reſt, but 


muſt be acknowledged, without partialitv, to 


have governed the fortune of the day; ſince it is 


known enough, how ſmall a part of an army is ge- 


nerally engaged in any battle. It may likewiſe be 
added, that nothing is of greater moment in war 


than opinion. The French, by their frequent 
loſſes, which they chiefly attributed to the courage 


of our men, believed that a Britiſh general, at the 


head of Br1ti/h troops, was not to be overcome; and 
the marechal de Villars was quickly ſenſible of the 


advantage he had got; for, in a very few days af- 
ter the deſertion of the allies, happened the earl of 
Albemarle”s diſgrace at Denain, by a feint of the 
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marechal's, and a manifeſt failure, ſomewhere or 


other, both of courage and conduct on the ſide of 


the confederates. The blame of which was equal- 


ly ſhared between prince Eugene and the earl; al- 
though it is certain, the duke of Ormond gave the 


latter timely warning of his danger, obſerving he 


Vas neither intrenched as he ought, nor provided 
with bridges ſufficient for the ſituation he was in, 


and at ſuch a diſtance from the main army. 


The marquis de Torcy had likewiſe the ſame 


| ſentiments, of what mighty conſequence thoſe few 
Britiſh battalions were to the confederate army ; 
ſince he adviſed his maſter to deliver up Dunkir4, 
although the queen could not perform the condition 
underſtood, which was a ceſſation of arms of all 
the foreign forces in her pay. 


It muſt be owned, that Mon. de Torcy made 
- great merit of this confidence that his maſter placed 
in the queen; and obſerving her majeſty's diſpleaſure 


againſt the Dutch, on account of their late proceed- 
ings, endeavoured to inflame it with aggravations 


enough ; infinuating, that, ſince the States had 
acted ſo ungratefully, the queen ſhould let her 


forces join with thoſe of France, in order to com- 


pel the confederates to a peace. But, although 


this overture were very tenderly hinted from the 


French court, her majeſty heard it with the utmoſt 
abhorrence; and ordered her ſecretary, Mr. St. 


John (created about this time viſcount Bolingbrote), 
to tell Monſ. de Torcy, „ That no provocations 


3 whatever ſhould tempt her to diſtreſs her allies; 
2 E but 
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£ but ſhe would endeavour to bring them to reaſon 


„ by fair means, or leave them to their own con- 
e duct: That, if the former ſhould be found im- 


<« practicable, ſhe would then make her own peace, 


and content herſelf with doing the office of a 

ce mediator between both parties: but, if the States 
<« ſhould at any time come to a better mind, and 

“ ſuffer their miniſters to act in conjunction with 
© her's, ſhe would aſſert their juſt intereſts to the 


< utmoſt, and make no farther progreſs in any 
<« treaty with France, until thoſe allies received all 


„ reaſonable ſatisfaction, both as to their barrier 
« and their trade.” The Britiſh plenipotentiaries 


were directed to give the ſame aſſurances to the 
Dutch miniſters at Utrecht, and withal to let them 


know, That the queen was determined, by their 
„ late conduct, to make peace either with or with- 
« out them; but would much rather chuſe the 


6 former.“ 


There was, however, one advantage, which her 
majeſty reſolved to make by this defection of her 


foreigners, She had been led, by the miſtaken 


politicks of ſome years paſt, to involve herſelf in 


_ ſeveral guaranties with the princes of the North, 
Which were, in ſome ſort, contradictory to one 
another; but this conduct of their's wholly annul- 


led all ſuch engagements, and left her at liberty to 
interpoſe in the affairs of thoſe parts of Europe, 


in ſuch a manner as would beſt ſerve the intereſts 


of her own kingdoms, as well as that of the Pro- 
S 333 
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teſtant religion, and ſettle a due balance of power 


in the North. 
The grand article, for preventing the union of 


France and Spain, was to be executed during a 


ceſſation of arms. But many difficulties ariſing 


about that, and ſome other points of great impor- 


ance to the common cauſe, which could not eaſily 


be adjuſted either between the French and Britiſh 
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, or by correſpondence 


between Monſ. de Torcy and the minifiry here; the 
queen took the reſolution of ſending the lord viſ- 
count Bolingbroke immediately to France, fully in- 


ſtructed in all her intentions, and authoriſed to ne- 
gociate every thing neceſſary for ſettling the treaty 
bol peace in ſuch a courſe, as might bring it to a hap- 


py and ſpeedy concluſion. 


derms demanded by her majeſty for the duke of Sa- 


voy, and would likewiſe adjuſt and determine the | 
forms of the ſeveral renunciations to be made | 


by both thoſe crowns, in order to prevent their be- 
ing ever united. The lord Bolingbroke was likewiſe 
authoriſed to ſettle ſome differences relating to the 
elector of Bavaria, for whoſe intereſts France was 
as much concerned as her majeſty was for thoſe of 
the duke of Savoy; to explain all doubtful articles 


which particularly related to the advantages of Bri- 


4 | tain ; 


He was impowered to || 

agree to a general ſuſpenſion of arms, by fea and 
land, between Great Britain, France, and Spain, 
to continue for four months, or until the concluſion 
df the peace; provided France and Spain would pre- | 
viouſly give poſitive aſſurances to make good the 
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tain; to know the real ultimation, as it is termed, or 
| France upon the general plan of peace ; and laſtly, 
to cut off all hopes from that court of ever bring- 
ing the queen to force her allies to a diſadvantage- 
' ous peace; her majeſty reſolving to impoſe no 
ſcheme at all upon them, or to debar them from the 
liberty of endeavouring to obtain the beſt conditions 
they could. | 
The lord Bolin brot went to „ France in the be- 
gining of Augußt, was received at court with parti- 
cular marks of diſtinction and reſpect; and in a ve- 
Ty few days, by his uſual addreſs and ability, per- 
formed very part of his commiſſion, extremely to 
the queen's content and his own honour, He re- 
turned to England before the end of the month ; 
but Mr. Prior, who went along with him, was 
left behind, to adjuſt whatever differences might 
remain or ariſe between the two crowns. 
In the mean time, the general conferences at 
Utrecht, which for ſeveral weeks had been let fall, 
ſince the delivery of Dunkir#, were now reſumed. 
But the Dutch {till declaring againſt a ſuſpenſion | 
of arms, and refuſing to accept the queen's ſpeech 
as a plan to negociate upon, there was no progreſs 
made for ſome time in the great work of the peace. 
W hereupon the Hritiſb plenipotentiaries told thoſe 
of the States, That, if the queen's endeavours 
ce could not procure more than the contents of her 
& ſpeech, or if the French ſhould ever fall ſhort of 
„ what was there oftered, the Dutch could blame 
8 4 none 
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„ none but themſelves, who by their conduct, had 
rendered things difficult, that would otherwiſe 
© have been eaſy.” However, her majeſty thought 


itt prudent to keep the States ſtill in hopes of her 
good offices, to prevent them from taking the de- 


ſperate courſe of leaving themſelves wholly at the 


mercy of France ; which was an expedient they for- 


merly pracliſed, and which a party among them 
was now inclined to adviſe. 


Whilſt the congreſs at Utrecht remained 1n this 


inactive ſtate, the queen proceeded to perfect that 


important article for preventing the union of France 
and Spain. It was propoſed and accepted, that 


Pbilip ſhould renounce France, for himſelf and his 
poſterity ; and that the moſt Chriitian king, and all 


the princes of his blood, ſhould, in the like manner, 


renounce Spain. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that this project of renun- 


ciation lay under a great diſrepute, by the former 


practices of this very king, Lewis XIV. purſuant | 
to an abſurd notion among many in that kingdom, 
of a divine right, annexed to proximity of blood, 


not to be controlled by any human law. 


But it is plain, the French themſelves had re- 
3 to this method, after all their infractions 5E 
it, ſince the Pyrenean treaty ; for the firſt dauphin, 
In whom the original claim was veſted, renounced, 


for himſelf and his eldeſt ſon, which weed the way 


to Philip Duke of Anjov; who would however 
hardly have ſucceeded, if it had not been for the 


will made ii in his favour by the! laſt king, Charles II. 


— — 
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It is indeed hard to reflect, with any patience, 
upon the unaccountable ſtupidity of the princes of 
Europe for fome centuries pair, who left a proba- 
bility to France of ſucceeding in a few ages to all 
their dominions ; whilſt, at the fame time, no al- 
| Hance with that kingdom could be of advantage to 
any prince, by reaſon of the dalique law. Should 
not common prudence have taught every ſovereign 
in Chriſtendom to ena&t a Salique law, with re- 
ſpect to France; for want of which, it is almoſt a 
miracle, that the Bourbon family hath not poſſeſſed 
_ tne univerſal monarchy by right of inheritance? 
When the French aſſert a proximity of blood gives 
a divine right, as ſome of their miniſters, who 
ought to be more wiſe or honeſt, have lately ad- 
vanced in this very caſe, to the title of Spain; do 
they not, by allowing a French ſucceſſion, make 
their own kings uſurpers ? Or, if the Salique law 


be divine, is it not cf univerſal obligation, and 


' conſequently of force, to exclude France from in- 
beriting by daughters? Or, laſtly, if that law be or 
human T e may it not be enacted in any ſtate, | 
with whatever extent or limitation the legiſlature 
ſhall think fit ? For the notion of an unchangeable 
human law is an abſurdity in government, to be 
ge only by ignorance, and ſupported by pow- 


From hence it foilows, that the children of = 


8 5 late queen of France, although ſhe had renounc- 
ed, were as legally excluded from ſucceeding to 
: Spain, as if the Salique law had been fundamental : 
in that kingdom; ; ſince that excluſion Was eſta- 
a eee ee, | bliſhed 
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bliſhed by every power in Spain which could poſſi- 


bly give a ſanction to any law there; and therefore 
the duke of Anjou's title is wholly founded upon the 
bequeſt of his predeceſſor (which hath great autho- 
rity in that monarchy, as it formerly had in our's), 


upon the confirmation of the Cortes, and the ge- 


neral conſent of the people. 


It is certain, the faith of princes is ſo frequently i * 


ſubſervient to their ambition, that renunciations 
have little validity, otherwiſe than from the pow- 
ers and parties whoſe intereſt it is to ſupport them. 


But this renunciaton, which the queen hath ex- 


| acted from the French king and his grandſon, I 


take to be armed with all the eſſential circum- 
ſtances that can fortify ſuch an act. For as it is 


neceſſary, for the ſecurity of every prince in Europe, 


that thoſe two great kingdoms ſhould never be uni- 


ted; ſo the chief among them will readily conſent 


to be guarantees for preventing ſuch a misfortune. 


Beſides, this propoſal (according to her majeſty's 


expreſſion in her ſpeech) is of ſuch a nature, that 


it executes 1tlelf ; becauſe the Spamards, who 
_ dread ſuch an union, for every reaſon that can have 


weight among men, took care that their king 
| ſhould not only renounce, in the moſt ſolemn man- 


ner; but likewiſe, that the act ſhould be framed 


in the ſtrongeſt terms themſelves could invent, or 
we could 1 them with. As to France, upon 
ſuppoſal of the young dauphin's dying in a few 


| years, that kingdom will not be in a condition to 


5 engage i in a long war againſt a powerful alliance, 
: fortified 7 


g 
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fortified with the addition of the Spaniards, and 
the party of the duke of Berry, or whoever elſe 
ſhall be next claimer: and the longer the preſent 
dauphin lives, the weaker muſt Philip's intereſt be 
in France; becauſe the princes, who are to ſucceed _ 
by this renunciation, will have moſt power and 
credit in the kingdom. Gs 

The miſchiefs occaſioned by the v want of a good 

underſtanding between the allies, eſpecially Britain 
and "Elland, were raiſed every day; the French 
taking the advantage, and raiſing difficulties, not 
only upon the general plan of peace, but likewiſe : 
upon the explanation of ſeveral articles in,the pro- 
jected treaty between them and her majeſty : They 
inſiſted to have Lifle, as the equivalent for Dunkirk ; 
and demanded 7ournay, Maubeuge, and Conde, for 
the two or three towns mentioned in the queen 5 
ſpeech; which the Briliſb plenipotentiaries were ſo 
far from allowing, that they retuſed to confer with 
thoſe of France upon that foot; although, at the 
ſame time, the former had freſh apprehenſions that 
the Dutch, in a fit of deſpair, would accept what= 
ever terms the enemy pleaſed to offer, and, by 
- precipitating their own peace, prevent her majeſty 
from obtaining any advantages, both for her allics 
and herſelf, 5 
It is moſt certain, that the repeated loſſes ſulſered = 
| by the States, in little more than two months after 
they had withdrawn themſelves from the queen's 
aſſiſtance, did wholly diſconcert their counſels ; 
and their prudetice (zs it is uſual) began to forſake 
hem 
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them with their good fortune. They were ſo weak 
as to be ſtill deluded by their friends in England, 


who continued to give them hopes of ſome mighty 


and immediate refource from hence ; for when the 


duke of Ormond had been about a month in Ghent, 


| he received a letter from the marechal de Villars, 
to inform him, that the Dutch generals, taken at 
Denain, had told the marechal publicly of a ſudden 


revolution expected in Britain; that particularly 


the earl of Albemarle and Monſ. Hompeſch diſcourſed 
very freely of it; and that nothing was more com- 
monly talked of in Holland. It was then likewiſe 


confidently reported in Ghent, that the queen was 
dead; and we all remember what rumour Hew about 


here at the very ſame time, as if her en s health 
were in a bad condition. 


Whether ſuch vain hopes as theſe gave ſpirit to 5 


the Dutch; whether their frequent misfortunes 
made them angry and ſullen; whether they ſtill ex- 


pected to over- reach us by ſome private ſtipulations 


with France, thro' the mediation of the NT - ” 


Bavaria, as that prince afterwards gave out; or 
Whatever elſe was the cauſe; they utterly fuſed a "Te 
ceſſation of arms, and made not the leaſt return 
to all the advances and invitations made by her ma- 


jeſty, until the cloſe of the campaign. 


It was then the States firſt began to view their 
affairs in another light; to conſider how little the 
25 promiſes of count Zindendorf were to be relied 
to be convinced that France was not diſpoſed $ 
= 8 real with her 22 only to gratify their ill-⸗ 
5 bumour, 
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humour, or unreaſonable demands ; to diſcover. 


that their factious correſpondents on this fide the 
water had ſhamefully miſled them; that ſome of 


their own principal towns grew heartily weary of 


the w ar, and backward in their loans; and, laſtly, 
tha. prince Eugene, their new general, whether 
„ genius or fortune had left him, was not for 


their turn. They, therefore, directed their mini- 


ſters at Utrecht to ſignify to the lord privy-ſeal and 
the earl of raft, <& That the States were diſ- 


cc poſed to comply with her majeſty, and to deſire | 
ce her good offices with France; particulari: 5, that 
& Tournay and Conde might be leſt to them as part 
c of their barrier, without which they could not be 


60 ſafe: That the elector of Bavaria might not be 
« ſuffered to retain any town in the Nether! lands, 
c which would be as bad for Holland as if thoſe pla- 


ee ces were in the hands of France : Therefore the 


„ States propoſed, that Luxembourg, Namur, 
_ & Charleroy, and Nieuport, might be delivered to 


« the emperor. Laſtly, That the French might 
e not infiſt on excepting the four ſpecies of goods 
out of the tariff of 1664: That, if her majeſty 


could prevail with France to fat! sfy theic maſters 


on theſe articles, they would be realy. to ſubmit 


«in all the reſt.” 


When the queen received an account of this. 


good diſpoſition in the States General, immediately 


orders were ſent to Mr. Prior, to inform the mi- 
niſters of the French court, © That her majeſty | 
00 had now ſome hopes of the Ditch Comply ing 
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cc with her meaſures ; and therefore ſhe reſolved, 
ce as the had always declared, whenever thoſe allies 
ce came to themſelves, not to make the peace with- 
e out their reaſonable ſatisfaction.” The difficulty | 
that moſt preſſed, was about the diſpoſal of Tournay 
and Conde. The Dutch inſiſted ſtrongly to have both, 
and the French were extremely i to part 
with either. 

The queen judged the former would ute, for 
compleating the barrier of the States. Mr. Prior 
was therefore directed to preſs the marquis de Torcy 
effectually on this head, and to terminate all that 
_ miniſter's objections, by aſſuring him of her ma- 
jeſty's reſolutions to appear openly on the ſide of the 

Dutch, if this demand were refuſed. It was thought 
convenient to act in this reſolute manner with 

France, whoſe late ſucceſs, againſt Holland, had 
taught theminiſters of the moſt Chriſtian king to re- 
ſume their old imperious manner of treating with that 
republick; to which they were farther encouraged 
by the ill underſtanding berween her 25 and 
the allies. 
This a from the reſult of an :dle quarrel 
that happened, about the end of Augn/?, at Utrecht, 
between a French and a Dutch plenipotentiary, 


Mo0onſ. Me ſnager and count Rechteren ; wherein the 


court of France demanded fuch abject ſubmiſſions, 
and with ſo much haughtineſs, as plainly ſhewed 
they were pleaſed with any occaſion of ee 
| the Daten. | 


— . 
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Beſides, the politicks of the French ran at this 
time very oppoſite to thoſe of Britain: They thought 
the miniſters here durſt not meet the parliament 


without a peace; and that, therefore, her majeſty 
would either force the States to comply with France, 
by delivering up Tournzay, which was the principal 


point in diſpute, or would finiſh her own peace 
with France and Spain, leaving a fixed time for 


Holland to refuſe or accept the terms impoſed on 
them. But the queen, who thought the demand 


of Tournay by the States to be very neceſſary and 
juſt, was determined to inſiſt upon it, and to de- 


clare openly againſt France, rather than ſuffer her 


ally to want a place ſo uſeful for their barrier. 


And Mr. Prior was ordered to ſignify this reſolu- 
tion of her majeſty to Monſ. de Torq, in caſe that 


miniſter could not be otherwiſe prevailed on. 


The Britth plenipotentiaries did likewiſe, at the 
lame time, expreſs to thoſe of Holland her majeſty's 


great ſatisfaction, that the States were at laſt diſ- 


poſed to act in confidence with her: „That ſhe 
„ wiſhed this reſolution had been ſooner taken, 
4 fince nobody had gained by the delay, but the _ 


French king; that, however, her majeſty did 


„ not queſtion the procuring a ſafe and honourable 
* peace, by united counſels, reaſonable demands, 
« and prudent meaſures; that ſhe would aſſiſt 
„ them in getting whatever was neceſſary to their 
barrier, and in ſettling, to their ſatisfaction, 
ce the exceptions made by France out of the tariff 
-:* gf 1664. that no other difficulties remained of 


8 moment 
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60 moment to retard the peace, ſince the queen 
ec had obtained Sicily for the duke of Savoy; and, 
in the ſettlement of the Zow-Countries, would 
c adhere to what ſhe delivered from the throne : 
«© That, as to the empire, her majeſty heartily wich- 
ce ed their barrier as good as could be deſired; but 
that we were not now in circumſtances to expect 
© every thing exactly according to the ſcheme of 
Holland: France had already offered a great part, 
« and the queen did not think the reineinder worth 
ce the continuance'ofithe wart. 
Her majeſty conceived the peace in ſo much for- 
wardneſs, that ſhe thought fit, about this time, 
to nominate the duke of Hamilton and the lord Lex- 
. ington for ambaſſadors in France and Spain, to re- 
ccive the renunciations in both courts, and adjult 
matters of commerce. | 
The duke was preparing for his journey, when 
he was challenged to a duel by the lord Mabun, a 
perſon of nos character. He killed his adver- 
ſary upon the ſpot, tho' he himſelf received a wound; 
and, weakened by the Joſs of blood, as he was "EA : 
ing in the arms of his ſecond, was walk barbarouſ- 
ly ſtabbed in the breaſt by lieutenant-gencral Mac- 
cariney, Who was ſecond to lord Mohun, He died a 
few minutes after in the field, and the murderer 
made his eſcape. I thought to ſupprizing an event. 
Z might deſerve barely to bs related, although it be 
: ſomething foreign to my ſubject. 
The earl of Strafford, who had come to England 
1 fl, in order! to give her majeſty an 
e ee e ee e _— account 
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account of the diſpoſition of affairs in Holland, was 


now returning with her laſt inſtructions, to let the 
Duich miniſter know, * Thar ſome points would 


CO probably meet with difficulties not to be over- 
come, which once might have been eaſily obtained : 
c To ſhew what evil conſequences had already flow- 


„ ed from their delay and irreſolution; and to in- 


treat them to fix on ſome propoſition, reaſonable 
© in itſelf, as well as poſſible to be effected: That 


the queen would inſiſt upon the ceſſion of Tournay 
& by France, provided the States would concur in 
„ finiſhing the peace, without ſtarting new objeCti- 


ons, or r upon farther points: That the 
4 French demands. in fayour of the elector of Bava- 
ria, appeared to be ſuch as, the queen was of 


opinion, the States ought to agree to; which were, 
* to leave the elector in poſſeſſion of Luxemburg, 
© Namur, and Charleroy, ſubject to the terms of 
< their barrier, until he ſhould be reſtored to his 
s electorate; and to give him the kingdom of Sar- 


« dinia, to efface the ſtain of his degradatian i in the 


cc electoral college : That the earl had brought 


© over a project of a new treaty of ſucceſſion 5 


ec barrier, which her majeſty inſiſted the States 


*“ ſhould ſign, before the concluſion of the peace 


& the former treaty having been diſadvantageous 


« to her ſubjects, containing in it the ſeeds of fu⸗ 


«ture diſſentions, and condemned by the ſenſe of = 


the nation. Laſtly, that her majeſty, notwithſtand- 
ing all provocations, had, for the ſake of the 


Dutch, and in hopes of hoie recovery from thoſe. 


Vor. XV.- . 86 falls 
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ce falſe notions which had ſo long miſled them, hi- 
© therto kept the negociations open: That the of- 
fers now made them were her laſt, and this the 


& laſt time ſhe would apply to them: That they 
„ muſt either agree, or expect the queen would 


c proceed immediately to conclude her treaty with 


France and Spain, in conjunction with ſuch of 


her allies as would think fit to adhere to her. 


As to Savoy, that the queen expected the States 
& would concur with her in making good the ad- 
«-yantapes ſtipulated for that duke, and in prevail- 


ing with the emperor to conſent to an abſolute 


oy neutrality in Utah, until the peace ſhould be 


« concluded.” 
The governing party in ent however i in ap- 
pearance diſpoſed to finiſh, affected new delays, 


and raiſed many difficulties about the four ſpecics 
of goods, which the French had excepted out of 
the tariff. Count Zrnzendorf,, the emperor's pleni- 


potentiary, did all that was poſſible to keep up this 


humour in the Dutch, in hopes to put them under 
a neceſſity of preparing for the next campaign; 


and ſome time after went ſo far in this purſuit, that 
he ſummoned the ſeveral miniſters of the empire, 
told them he had letters from his maſter, with or- 


ders to ſignify to them, ** That his imperial ma- 


* jeſty reſolved to begin the campaign early, with 
c all his forces united againft France; of which he 
ce dcfired they would ſend notice to all their courts, 


cc that the ſeveral princes might be ready to furniſh 
their contingents and recruits.” At the ſame 
= 3 time, 
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time, Zinzendorf endeavoured to borrow two mil- 
lions of florins upon the ſecurity of ſome imperial 


cities; but could not ſucceed either amongſt the 


Fews or at Amſlerdam. 
When the earl of Strafford arrived at Utrecht, the lord 


privy-ſeal and he communicated to the Dutch minifſ- 
ters the new treaty for a ſucceſſion and barrier, as the 
queen had ordered it to be prepared here in England, 


dificring from the former in ſeveral points of the 
greateſt moment, obvious to any who will be at 


the pains to compare them. This was ſtrenuouſſy 
oppoſed for ſeveral weeks by the plenipotentiaries 
of the States; but the province of Utrecht, where 
the congreſs was held, immediately ſent orders to 


their repreſentatives at the Hague, to declare their 


province thankful to the queen; that they agreed the 
peace ſhould be made on the terms propoſed by 
France, and conſented to the new- projected treaty 
of barrier and ſucceſſion: and about the cloſe of 
the year, 1712, four of the ſeven provinces had 
delivered their opinions for . an end to the 


War. 


ferent from the whole tenour of their former con- 


duct, was very much ſuſpected by the Britih pleni- 


potentiaries. Their lordſhips had received intelli- 


| gence, that the Dutch miniſters held frequent con- 

ferences with thoſe of France, and had offered to 

ſettle their intereſts with that crown, without the 

. concurrence of Britain. Count Zindendorf, ang 
his colleagues, appeared likewiſe, all on the ſudden, EE 
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2T his. unuſual enn in the States, ſo 5 | 
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to have the ſame diſpoſitions, and to be in great 
haſte to ſettle their ſeveral differences with the States. 
'The reaſons for this proceeding were viſible enough; 
many difficulties were yet undetermined in the trea- 


ty of commerce between her majeſty and France; for 


the adjuſting of which, and ſome other points, the 
queen had lately diſpatched the duke of Shrewsbury 
to that court. Some of theſe were of hard digeſtion, 
with which the moſt Chriſtian king would not be 
under a neceſſity of complying, when he had 
no farther occaſion for us, and might, upon 
that account, afford better terms to the other two 
powers. Beſides, the emperor and the States could 
very wel] ſpare her majeſty the honour of being ar- 
bitrator of a general peace; and the latter hoped, by 
this means, to avoid the new treaty of barrier and 
ſucceſſion, which we were now forcing on them. 
To prevent the conſequences of this evil, there 
fortunately ſell out an incident, which the two 
lords at Utrecht knew well to make uſe of: the 
quarrel between Mon. Meſnager | and Count 
Richteren (formerly mentioned) had not yet been 
made up. The French and Dutch differing in ſome 
circumſtances, about the ſatisfaction to be given 
by the count for the affront he had offered, the Bri- 
44% plenipotentiaries Kept this diſpute on foct for 
ſeveral days; and, in the mean time, prefſed the 
| Dutch to finiſh the new treaty of barrier and ſuc- | 
ceſſion between her majeſty and them, which, 


about the middle of January, was concluded fully 
_ to the queen 's ſatisfaction. 


Tur: ; 
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But, while theſe debates and differences con- 


tinued at the congreſs, the queen reſolved to put a 


ſpeedy end to her part in the war; ſhe therefore 
ſent orders to the lord privy-ſeal and the earl of 


Strafford, to prepare every thing neceſſary for 
ſigning her own treaty with 8 This ſhe. 


hoped mid be done againſt the meeting of her 
Par lament. now Prague to the third of February ; . 
in which time, thoſe among the allies, who were 
really inclined towards a peace, might ſettle their 


ſeveral intereſts, by the aſſiſtance and ſupport of her 
majeſty's plenipotentiaries; and as for the reſt, 
who would either refuſe to comply, or endeavour 


to protract the negociation, the heads of their re- 


ſpective demands, which France had yielded by her 
majeſty's intervention, and agreeable to the plan 


laid down in her ſpeech, ſhould be mentioned in 


the treaty, and a time limited for the ſeveral powers 


concerned to receive or reject them. 


The pretender was not yet gone out of France, = 
upon ſome difficulties alledged by the French, about 


procuring him a ſafe conduct to Ban- le- duc, in the 
duke of Lorrain's dominions, where it was then 


propoſed he ſhould reſide. The queen, altogether 


bent upon quieting the minds of her ſubjetts; des- 


clared, ſhe would not ſign the peace til] that per- 


ſon were removed; alt bough ſeveral wiſe men be- 


lieved he could be no where leſs dangerous to Bri- 
tain, than in the place where he was. 


The e wbich moſt prevailed on the | 
States to ben the new treaty of barrier and ſucceſ- 
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ſion with Britain, was her majeſty's promiſe to pro- 
cure Taurnay for them from France; after which, 
no more differences remained between us and that 
republick, and conſequently they had no farther 
_ temptations to any ſeparate tranſactions with the 
| French, who thereupon began to renew their litigi- 
ous and haughty manner of treating with the Dutch, 
The ſatisfaction they extorted for the aftront given 
by count Richteren to Monſ. Meſuager, although 
ſomewhat ſoftened by the Britiſh miniſters at Utrecht, 
was yet ſo rigorous, that her majeſty could not for- 
bear ſignifying her reſentment of it to the moſt 
_ Chriſtian king. Monſ. Meſnager, who ſeemed to 
have more the genius of a merchant than a miniſter, 
began, in his conferences with the plenipotentiaties 
of the States, to raiſe new diſputes upon points 
which both we and they had reckoned upon as whol- 
ly ſettled. The abbe de Polignac, a moſt accom- 
pliſhed perſon, of great generofity and univerſal _ 
underſtanding, was gone to France, to receive the 
cardinal's cap; and the marechal de Huxelles was 
wholly guided by his colleague, Monſ. Meſnager, 
who kept up thoſe brangles, that for a time ob- 
ſtructed the peace ; ſome of which were againſt all 


Juſtice, and others of ſmall! importance, both of 


very little advantage to his country, and leſs to the 
reputation of his maſter or himſelf. This low ta- 

lent in buſineſs, which the cardinal 45 Polienac 
uſed, in contempt, to call a Spirit of Negotiations, 


made it impoſſible for the two lords, plenipoteniia- | | 


ries, with all their abilities and experie nee, to bring 
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Meſnager to reaſon, in ſeveral points both with us 
and the States: his conceſſions were few and con- 
ſtrained, ſerving only to render him more tenaci- 
clous of what he refuſed, In ſeveral of the towns, 
which the States were to keep, he infifted that 


France ſhould retain the chatellanies, or extent of 


country depending on them, particularly that of 
Tournay; a demand the more unjuſtifiable, becauſe 


he knew his maſter had not only proceeded direcily 
contrary, but had erected a court in his kingdom, 


where his own judges extended the territories 


about thoſe towns he had taken, as far as he plea- 
ſed to direct them, Monſ, Meſnager ſhewed equal 
obſtinacy in what his maſter expected for the eleCtor 


of Bavaria, and in refuſing the tariff of 1664: fo 


that the queen's plenipotentiaries repteſented theſe 


difficulties as what might be of dangerous con- 
ſequence, both to the peace in general, and to the 


States in particular, if they were not ſpeedily pre- 


vented. 


Upon theſe conſiderations, her me ajeſty thought 


it her ſhorteſt and ſafeſt courſe to apply directly 
to France, where ſhe had then ſo able a miniſter 
as the duke of Shrewſbury, 


The marquiſs de Torcy, ſecretary to the moſt 
| Chriſtian king, was the miniſter with whom the 
duke was to treat, as having been the firſt who 
moved his maſter to apply to the queen for a peace, 


in oppofition to a violent faction in that kingdom, 
A 30 were as cagerly bent to cont inue the war, as 
ny other co 1d be either here Or in Zlollaud. 
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It would be very unlike an hiſtorian, to lu 
this great miniſter the praiſe he fo juſtly deſerveth, 
of having treated, through the whole courſe cf ſo 
great a negociation, with the utmoſt candour and 
integrity; never once failing in any promiſe he 
made, and tempering a firm teal to his maſter's in- 
tereſt, with a ready compliance to what was 
reaſonable and juſt. Mr. Prior, whom [ have for- 
merly mentioned, reſided likewiſe now at Paris, 
with the character of a miniſter plenipotentiary 3 | 
and was very acceptable to that court, upon the | 
ſcore of his wit and humour, 50 
The duke of Shrew/bury was dicted to preſs. 
the French court upon the points yet unſettled in 
the treaty of commerce between both crowns ; to 
make them drop their unreaſonable demands for 
the elector of Bavaria; to let them know, that 
the queen was reſolved not to forſake her allies, 
who were now ready to come in; that ſhe thought 
the beſt way of haftening the general peace, was to 
determine her own particular one with France, until 
which time ſhe could not conveniently ſufter her 
parliament to meet, 
The States were, 1 this time, ſo fully convinced 
of the queen's ſincerity and affection to their repub- 
lick, and how much they had been deceived by 
the inſinuations of the factious party in England, 
that they wrote a very humble letter to her ma- 


jeſty, to deſire her aſſiſtance towards ſettling thoſe 
points they had in diſpute with France, and profeſſing 


_ themſelves ready to acquie elce! in whatever explana- 


tion 
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tion her majeſty would pleaſe to ake of ne plan 
propoſed in her ſpeech to the parliament, 

But the queen had already prevented thei; 1917585 5 
and in the beginning of February, 1712-13, directe 
the duke of Shrewſbury to inform the Prench court, 
ce That, ſince ſhe had prevailed on her alli: 85 the 
« Dutch, to drop the demand of Condé, and the 
other of the four ſpecies of goods, Whiog the 
* Hrench had excepted out of the tariff of 1664, 
«6 the would not ſign without them: That ſhe ap- 
„ proved of the Dutch inſiſting to have the chaätel⸗ 

6 lanies reſtored with the towns, and was refuly- 
c ed to ſtand or fall with them, 


until they were 
« ſatisſied in this point.“ 


Her mzjcſty had ſome apprehenfions, that the 
F, ench created theſe difficulties on purpoſe to ſpin 
out the treaty, until the campaign ſhould begin. 
They thought it abſolutely neceflary, that our 
parliament. ſhould meet in a few weeks, which. 
could not well be ventured, until the queen were 
able to tell both houſes, that her own peace was 
was ſigned: That this would not only facilitate 
| what 3 in difference between Britain and 
France, but leave the Dutch entirely at the mercy 
of the latter. | 
The queen, weary of theſe. refined miſtakes i in 
the French politicks, and fully reſolved to be trified 
_ with no longer, {ent her determinate or ders to Tre" 
duke of  Shrewfoury, to 0 france know, That 
cher majeſty had hicherto prorogued her parlia- 
% ment, in hopes of accommodating the Liceul. 


01 


e tles in her own treaties of peace and commerce 
40 with that crown, as Well as ſettling the intereſts 
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f her ſeveral allies; or, at leaſt, that the dif- 
e ferences in the former being removed, the moſt 
« Chriſtian king would have made ſuch offers for 
cc the latter, as might juſtify her majeſty in ſigning 
ce her own peace, whether the confederates intend- 
ed to ſign theirs or no. But, ſeveral points 
being yet unfiniſhed between both crowns, and 
others between France. and the reſt of the 
c of the allies, eſpecially the States, to which the 
<< plenipotentiatics of that court at Utretcht had 
not thought fit to give ſatisfaction ; the queen 
© was now come to a final determination, both 
<« with relation to her own kingdoms and to the 
© whole alliance: That, the campaign approaching, _ 
«* ſhe would not willingly be ſurpriſed in caſe the 


© war was to go on: That ſhe had tranſmitted = 


CO the duke of Shrewſbur y her laſt. reſolutions, and 
an never would be prevailed on to reduce her own de- 
& mands, or thoſe of her allies, any lower than the 
ee ſcheme now ſent over, as an explanation of the 
e. plan laid down in her ſpeech : That her majeſty 
had ſent orders to her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, 
e to aſſume the character of ambaſſadors, and ſign 
© the peace immediately with the miniſters of the 
ce moſt Chriſtian king, as ſoon as the duke of Shrew-. 
8 &« ſbury ſhould have ſent them notice that the French 
had complied : That the queen had therefore far- 
© ther prorogued her parliament to the third of 
« March, in hopes to allurc them, by that time, 
« of her peace being agreed on; for, if the two 
66 houſes ſhould meet Wh e any uncertainty re- 


my maincd, ſupplies mult be af aſked as for a War. 
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The duke of Shrewſ3ury executed this important 


commiſſion with that ſpeed and ſucceſs, which could 


only be expected from an able miniſter ſa}. The 


French king immediately yielded to the whole ſcheme 


her majeſty propoſed ; whereupon directions were 


: ſent to the lord privy-ſea}, and the earl of Strafford, 


to ſign a peace between Great ain and Franc, 


without delay, 
Upon the ſecond day of March, the two Privifh 


85 plenipotentiaries met thoſe of the allies in the Town- 


houſe at Vrrecht; where the lord privy-ſea] addrcfied 


| himſelf to them in a ſhort ſp:ech, „That the ne- 


* gociation had now continued fourtcen months 


© with great ſlowneſs, which had proved very in- 


„e jurious to the intereſts of the allies : That the 
queen had ſtaid thus long, and Ropped the fiaiſh- 


ing her own peace, they than leave her allies 
ein any uncertainty : That ſhe hoped they would 
now be all preparcd to put an end to this great 
| T work; and therefore had commanded her pleni— 
& potentiaries to tell thoſe of the allies, I hat ſhe 


found it neceſſary to conclude her own treaty i im- 


90 mediately ; and it was her opinion, that the 


« confederates ougt to finiſh theirs at the ſame time, 

to which they were now accordingly invited, by | 
es her mejeſty's orders.“ And laſtly, his lordſhip 
declared in the queen's name, I] hat whoever 
could not be ready on the day prefixed, ſhould. 


* have a convenient time allowed them to come 
| Wor Sce. his MS aQer i : VI. . 
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Although the orders ſent by the queen to her ple- 
nipotentiaries were very preciſe, yet their lordſhips 


Cid not precipitate the performance of them. The 


5 were directed to appoint as ſhort a day for the ſign- 
ing as they conveniently could; but, however, 


the particular day was leſt to their Gereon They 
| hoped to bring over the Dutch, and moſt of the other 
alles, to conclude at the ſame time with the queen 


which as it would certainly be more popular to their 
country, ſo they conceived it would be more ſafe. 


for themſelves: beſides, upon looking over their 
commiſſion, a 8 in their minds, that 
they could not ſign a particular peace with France; 


their powers, as they apprehended, authoriſing them 
only to ſign a general one. Their lordſhips there- 
fore ſent to England to defire new powers, and, in 
the mean time, employed themſelves with great in- | 
: duſtry, between the miniſters of France and thoſe 
of the ſeveral allies, to find ſome expedient for 


ſmoothing the way to an agreement among them. 


The earl of Stafford Went for a few days to the ; 
Hague, to inform the States of her majeſty's ex- 


preſs commands to his colleague and himſelf, for 


ſtgning the peace as ſoon as poſſible; ; and to defire 


they would be ready at the ſame time, which the 
penfionary promiſed ; and that their plenipotenti- 
aries ſhould be impowered accordingly, to the great 


_ contentment of Monſ. Buys, who was now ſo 
much altered, either in reality or appearance, that 


be complained to the earl of Monſ. Heinſius's flow- 


: neſs ; 5 and charged all the delays and miſmanage- — 


ments 
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ments of a twelve- month paſt, to that miniſter's 
account, 

While the earl of Strafford Raid at the Hague, 
he diſcovered that an emiſſary of the duke of Marl- 
berough's had been there ſome days before, ſent by 
his grace to diſſuade the Dutch from ſigning at the 
ſame time with the miniſters of the queen, which, 
in England, would at leaſt have the appearance of 
a ſeparate peace, and 8 8 their Britiſb friends, 
wao knew how to turn ſo ſhort a delay tovery good 
account, as well as gratify the emperor ; on whom, 
it was alledged, they ought to rely much more than 
on her majeſty. One of the States likewiſe told the 


carl, „That the ſame perſon, employed by the 


duke, was then in conference with the magiſ- 
e trates of Rotterdam (Which town had declared 
„ for the continuance of the war), to aſſure them, 
F if they would hold off a little, they ſhould ſee 
b an unexpected turn in the Þri24þ parliament : 
© That the duke of Marlborough had a lift of the 
E diſcontented members in both houſes, who were 
ready to turn againſt the court; and, to crown 
all, that his grace had certain intelligence of the 
* queen being in ſo ill a ſtate of healch; as made 
e it impoſſible for her to live above fix weeks.” 
So reſtleſs and indefatigable is avarice and ambition, | 
when inflamed by a debre of revenge | * 
Hut repreſentations, which had been ſo often 
tried, were now offered too late. Moſt of the al- 
lies, except the emperor, were willing to put an 
end to the war upon her majeſty” s p:an; and the 
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further delay of three weeks muſt be chiefly im- 
puted to that litigious manner of treating, peculiar 


to the French; whole plenipotentiaries at Utrecht _ 


inſiſted with obſtinacy. upon many points, which 
at Paris Monſ. de Torcy had given up. 

"-;- The emperor expected to keep all he already : 
poſſeſſed in Italy; that Portlongue, on the Tuſcan 


cChoaſt, ſhould be delivered to him by France; and, 5 
laſtly, that he ſhould not be obliged to renounce 


Spain. But the queen, as well as France, thought 
that his imperial majeſty ought to ſit down con- 
tented with his partage of Naples and Milan : and 
to reſtore thoſe territories in Itahy, which he had 
taken from the rightful proprietors, and by the 
_ poſſeſſion of which he was grown dangerous to 
the Italian princes, by reviving antiquated claims 
8 them. 
This prince had likewiſe objected to her majeſty's 
expedient of ſuffering the elector of Bavaria to re- 
tain Luxembourg, under certain conditions, by way 
of ſecurity, until his electorate were reſtored. But 
the queen, ſuppoſing that theſe affected delays 8 
were intended only with a view of continuing the 
war, reſolved to defer the Prace no longer on the _ 
emperor's account. 
In the middle of March 17122 I 3, a courier ar- 
rived at Utrecht from France, with the plan of a ge- 
neral peace, as it had been agreed between the duke 


of Shrewſbury and Monſ. de Torcy; wherein every Py 


particular, relating to the intereſts and pretenſions 
of the ſeveral allies, was brought ſo near to what 


each 
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each of them would accept, that the Britiſh pleni- 
potentiaries hoped the peace would be general in 

ten or twelve days. The Portugueſe and Dutch 
were already prepared, and others were daily 
coming in, by means of their lordſhip's good offices, 
who found Monſ. MHeſnager and his colleague very 
ſtubborn to the laſt. Another courier was diſpatch- 
ed to France, upon fome diſputes about inſert- 5 
ing the titles of her majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian 
king; and to bring a general plan for the intereſts 
of theſe allies, who ſhould not be ready againſt the 
time prefixed, The Prench renunciations were 
now arrived at Utrecht; and it was agreed, that 
_ thoſe, as well as that of the king of Spain, ſhould 5 
de inſerted at length in every treaty, by which means 
the whole confederacy would become Suaranties of 
them. - | | 
Phe courier, laſt ſent to . returned to | 
| Utrecht on the 27th of March, with the conceſ- 
ſions of that court upon every neceſſary point; 
ſo that, all things being ready for putting a period 
to this great and difficult work, the lord privy ſeal 
and the earl of Strafford gave notice to the miniſters 
of the ſeveral allies, “ That their lordſhips had 
appointed Tueſday the 31ſt inſtant, wherein to 
ſign a treaty of peace, and a treaty of commerce, 
e between the queen of Great Britain, their miſ- 


e treis, and the moſt Chriſtian king; and hoped 


the ſaid allies would be prepared, at the ſame 
<« time, to follow their example.“ Accordingly | 
T! ge no 
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their lordſhips employed the three intervening 
days, in ſmoothing the few difficulties that remain- 
ed between the French miniſters and thoſe of the e- | 
veral confederate powers. 
The important day being now come, the lord 
biſhop of Briſio! and the earl of Strafford, having 

aſſumed the character of ambaſſadors extraordinary, * 
gave a memorial in behalf of the French proteſtants 

to the marechal de Huxelles and his collcague, who 

were to tranſmit i it to their court; and theſe deli- 
vered to the Britiſh ambaſſadors a declaration in 
: Waiting that the pretender was actually gone out 

of France. 

The conditions of peace to be allowed the empe- 
ror and the empire, as adjuſted between Britain 
and France, were now likewiſe. delivered to the 
count Zinzendorf. Theſe and ſome other previous 
matters of ſmaller conſequence being finiſhed, the 


treaties of peace and commerce between her maje- 


| tity of Britain and the moſt Chriſtian King Were. 
| Gened at the lord privy-ſeal's houſe, between two 


and three of the clock in the afternoon. The mi- : 


niſters of the duke of Savoy ſigned about an hour 
after. Then the aſſembly adjourned to the earl of 
Strafford 5, Where they all went to dinner; and 
about nine at night the peace was ſigned by the 
miniſters of Portugal, by thoſe of Pruff a at eleven, 
and when it was near midnight by the States. 

Thus, after all the oppoſition raiſed by a ſtrong 
| pau ty in = ane, and by a virulent faction 1 in Britain; 
| after 
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after all the artifices of thoſe who preſided at the 
Hague, and, for their private intereſt, endeavour- 
ed, in conjunction with their friends in England, to 
prolonged the war; after the reſtleſs endeavours of 
the imperial court to render the treaty ine ffectual; 
the firm ſteady conduct of the queen, the wiſdom and 
courage of her miniſtry, and the abilities of thoſe whom 
ſhe employed in her negociations abroad, prevail- 


cd to have a peace ſigned in one day, by every 


power concerned, except that of the emperor and 
the empire; for his imperial majeſty liked his ſitu- 
ation too well to think of a peace, while the drud- 
gery and expences of the war lay upon other ſhoul- 
ders, and the advantages were to redound only to 
himſelf. 

During this whole negociation, the king of $ pain, 
| who was not acknowledged by any of the confede- 
rates, had conſequently no miniſter at Utrecht ; but 


ble differences between her majeſty and that prince 


were eaſily ſettied by the lord Lexington at Madrid, 


| and the marquis of Monteleon here: ſo that, upon the... 


duke D*Ofung's arrival at the congreſs, ſome days 


after the peace, he was ready to conclude a treaty 


between the queen and his maſter, Neither is it 

probable that the Dutch, or any other ally except 
the emperor, will encounter any difficulties of mo- 

ment, to retard their ſeveral treaties with his CA 

a tholic myclty. 

The treaties of peace and commerce, Fettes 

Eri itain and France, were ratiſied Here. on the 7th 
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of April; on the 28th, the ratifications were ex- 
changed; and on the 5th of May, the peace was pro- 
claimed in the uſual manner; but with louder ac- 
clamations, and more Wb e rejoicings of 


the people, than had been ever been remembered 
on the like occaſion. 
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